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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour MARKET. he 
The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour . 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette” :—, 
_ Owing to the Christmas holidays a comparison of the returns 
of employment at the end of December with those for November . 
gives a somewhat misleading idea of the tendency of the labour 
market. The only useful comparison, therefore, in the case of 
most trades, is with the corresponding figures for: December 1896. . 
Compared with a year ago, the labour market, as a whole, shows - 
« decided improvement; the coal, iron and steel, engineering, 
and shipbuilding trades being among those better 
while there has been some falling off in the textile and clothing 
trades. Changes of wages during the month have been almost 
entirely in an upward direction. The percentage of unemployed 
members of trade unions making returns, while (as always) 
somewhat higher for December than for November, is lower than 
for any December since 1890. 


_In the 111 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate | 


membership of 439,881, 14,186 (or 3°2 per cent.) are reported 
as unemployed at the end of December, compared with 4°8 
per cent. in the 88 unions, with a membership of 398,258, from 
which returns were received for December 1895. 
Employment in Various Industries.— Coal Mining.— 
Owing to the Christmas holidays less time was worked in 
December than November, but employment was considerably 
better than a year ago. The average number of days worked per | 
week, at pits employing 402,848 workpeople, was 5°16, compared. 
with 5°31 in November, and 4°88 in December 1895. Unem- 
ployed miners in trade unions in Northumberland and Durham 
amounted at the end of December to 1'2 per cent. of the member- 
ship, as against 1°4 per cent. at the end of November, and 1-7 per 
cent. at the end of December 1895. 
Iron Mining. — Employment continued very duri 
December. At 125 mines and openworks, the 16486 workpoople 
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employed worked an average of 5°65 days per week, as compared 
with 5°84 days in November, and 5°57 in December 1895. 
The number employed was highe? by about 44 per cent. than a 


year ago. 


In the Pig-Iron Industry employment is still considerably. 


better than a year ago. At the end of December the iror- 
masters making returns had 346 furnaces in blast, compared with 
331 in December 1895. ‘The number of workpeople employed 
was 22,263, compared with 21,276 a year ago. Compared with 
the end of November employment shows no change. 

Employment at Steelworks at the end of December was much 
better than a year ago. At 130 works making returns, 36,572 
workpeople were employed, as compared with 31,036 at the end of 
December 1895, an increase of nearly 18 per cent. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills employment is better 
than a year ago, the number employed at 91 works being 17,733 
at the end of December, and 16,994 in December 1895, an 
increase of over 4 per cent. 

In the Tinplate trade employmeri has recovered from the 
disturbance referred to in the lest number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” the number of mills reported to be at work being 
328, as compared with 261 at the end of November. 

Empioyment in the Engineering and kindred trades continues 

good. The percentage of unemployed union members at the end 
of December was 2°5, compared with 5-0 per cent. in December 
1895. 
Tn the Shipbuilding trades a further improvement in the state 
of employment is shown; the percentage of unemployed union 
members having fallen <o 7-7 at the end of December, compared 
with 10°5 in December 1895. 

The Building trades (painters excepted) are still busy. The 
percentage of unemployed in unions making returns was 2°1, 
compared with 3:8 per cent. in December of last year. 

The Furnishing trades, though still fairly well employed for 
the season, are less busy. The percentage of unemployed union 
members at the end of December was 4°3, compared with 4°6 in 
December 1895. 

The Printing and Bookbinding tradescontinue well employed 
on the whole. The percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of December was 30, compared with 4-1 in December 
of last year 

Employment in the Paper trade shows little change. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of December 
was 3°3, compared with 3°1 in December 1895. 

Employment in the Glass trade remains slack, The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of the month was 12°5, 
compared with 8°8 per cent. in December 1895. » 

Employment in the Leather trades shows but little change. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
December was 2°9, as compared with 4-1 in December 1895. — 
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Emplo t in the ready-made branches of the Boot and 
Shoe trade is very slack,'and in the bespoke shows some decline. 

Employment in the ready-made Tailoring trade - continues 
slack ; in the bespoke branch it has declined. 

Employment in the Spinning branch of the Cotton trade 
is fair; in the Weaving branch it continues slack. 

Employment in the Woollen trade is dull in the. principal 
centres and shows some decline ; the improvement in employ- 
ment in the Worsted trade, noticed in the December Journal, 
has not been maintained in all branches. 

In the Hosiery trade employment. continues slack in several 
departments. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, infor- 
mation respecting 475 mills, employing about 80,000 women and 
girls, shows that 75 per cent. were in mills giving full employ- 
ment during the month, compared with 76 per cent. among those 
for whom returns were received for November, and 91 per cent. 
for December 1895, The decline took place in the Woollen and 
Worsted trades. 


Trade Disputes.—Thirty-six fresh disputes occurred in 
December, involving 6,216 workpeople, as compared with 65, 
involving about 15,000 workpeople, in November, and 37 in- 
volving about 4,000 workpeople, in December 1895. Ten 
disputes took place in the engineeving, shipbuilding, and metal 
trades ; 6 in the building trades; 5 in the coal-mining industry ; 
4 in the textile trades; 3 in the clothing trades; 3 in connection 
with transport (land and sea); and 5 in other miscellaneous 
industries. Of the 38 new and old disputes (involving 8,243 
workpeople) reported as settled, 18, involving 3,025 persons, were 
successful from the point of view of the workpeople; 12, involving 
3,320, were unsuccessful ; and 4, involving 878 persons, resulted 
in a compromise; in 4 disputes, involving 1,020 persons, the 
result was indefinite. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—During December changes 
in rates of wages affecting, about 58,500 workpeople were 
reported, 57,000 receiving increases and 1,500 sustaining decreases, 
The estimated effect of all the changes is an average increase of 
1s. 4d. per week in the wages of the total number affected. About 
14,400 coal miners, 7,200 blast-furnacemen, and over 25,000 
workpeople engaged in the engineering and shipbuilding industries 
received increases. The remaining increases include 4,000 glass 
bottle-makers and 4,000 tinplate workers. The only decrease 
reported was one affecting some 1,500 fustian cutters. 

Changes affecting 9,800 workpeople took place under sliding 
scales, trade conciliation boards, &c. Changes affecting about 
3,300 workpeople were preceded by strikes. The remainder, 
involving about 45,400 workpeople, were settled by negotiation or 
mutual arrangement, or were advances voluntarily conceded ‘by 
employers. 


A2 


3 


x 


: 
A 
‘ 
ve 
f 
J 


4 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, (Jan. 1897, 


OrFicitaL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLER Expiosion Act. 


A formal investigation was held at the Public Offices, Tipton, 
on the 11th and 12th December last, into the circumstances 
attending the explosion of a boiler at the Crown Iron Works, Toll 
End, on the 5th November last. 

The boiler, one of the Rastrick type, was erected in 1873, and 
it was set up in brickwork in the usual manner, and with three 
others it was used for supplying steam to the furge, engines, and 
steam hammer. - 

It was attended to by an engine driver, and, when repairs were 
required, a boiler-maker was called in to effect them. For the 
last 12 months a boiler-maker was instructed to visit the works 
every fortnight, and to effect what repairs were required, and 
the owner contended that he had therefore taken the necessary 
steps to have the boiler periodically examined. It was cleaned on 
the 3rd August, and two men were employed for three hours 
every other week in cleaning. On the 5th November the boiler 
exploded and five persons were injured. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to overheating of 
the plate, which was covered with a thick scale on the water side 
and reduced in thickness, and that the overheating was owing to 
the scale and not to shortness of water. 

They also tound that the brickwork surrounding the boiler had 
never been removed, and that no instructions were given to either 
of the boiler-makers to examine the boiler with a view to ascertain 
its condition for the pressure at which it was being worked, and 
further that the time allowed for cleaning the boiler was 
insufficient. 

The Court found that for 23 years this boiler had never been 
properly examined by a competent person, that no proper measures 
were taken to see that the boiler was properly cleaned, and that 
the owner was to blame. 

They ordered the owner to pay the sum of 60/. towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 


A formal investigation was held at Carluke on the 28th ultimo 
into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler at the 
Stravenhouse Farm on the 5th ultimo. 

The boiler, one of the plain cylindrical type with dished ends, 
was made in 1875, and it was taken over by the owner at a 
valuation about four years ago. So far as could be ascertained it 
was not then, or at any other time, examined by a competent 


person. 
The boiler leaked from time to time and the leaks were stopped 
with patches of plate bolted on to the plates of the boiler. These 
repairs were executed by a person who was not a boiler maker, 
and who disclaimed any knowledge of boilers, or skill to judge 
of their condition. 

The Court found that the explosion was due to the wasting 
away of the plate forming the front end of the boiler, and that 
the owner was to blame. 


| 
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They ordered the owner to pay the sum of 10/. towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office —The Secretary of State for India is prepared to 
receive tenders from such persons as may be willing to supply 
spans of 100 ft. (one) and 350 ft. (five), and also cast-iron piping. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained op application to 
the Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S. W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by Two o'clock p,m. 
on Tuesday the 19th January 1897, after which time no tender 
will be received. 

Admiralty.—Tenders will be received until noon on the dates 
named below for the under-mentioned articles, for which forms of 
tender, containing conditions of contract and all particulars, may 
be obtained on personal application at the- Admieelig, or by letter 
addressed “ Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, Whitehall, 
S.W.” Full-size patterns of the articles may be seen, and small 
samples of most of them obtained, at the Admiralty Pattern 


Rooms, 72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, London, W.C.,- 


and at the Chambers of Commerce at the places specified against 
the items, on application to the secretary, from whom forms of 
tender may also be obtained, viz. :— 


Tates for 
Receipt of 
Tender. 
Buttons, stained bone - 14,000 gross 7 
Do., white metal - - -22,000 ,, Birmingham. 
Do., gilt, &e. - 2, 
Bradford, Cleckheaton, 
Worsted, blue - + = 18,000 Ibs. Dewsbury, Glasgow, 
Do., white, &c. - - Halifax, Leeds, Leices- 
ter, and Wakefield 
Cleckheaton, Halifax, 
Huddersfield, Leeds, 
Flannel, No. 1 540,000 yds, Man chester, Rochdale, 
and Wakefield. 
Cleckheaton, Dewsbury, 
Blankets - ra - 46,800 No. Halifax, Leeds, Man- 
{ chester, and Wakefield. 19th 
Cloth, blue, No. 1 - - 70,000 yds. Bradford, Dewsbury wre 
Serge, do., No. 2 . ~ 750,000 ,, Halifax, Huddersfield, 
De., do., No. 3 ° - 70,000 ,, Leeds, and Wakefield 
Navy tartan - - - 5,000 ,, 
Comforters - - - 17,000 No. 
Jerseys - - - 30,500 ,, . 
Socks - - - 150,400 ,, 
Woollen drawers - - 44,000 ,, 
Caps, bluecloth . - - 20,000 No. ere Leeds, and 
Duck covers for caps - - 20,000 ,, Manchester. 
Calico - 179,300 yds. 
Cotton waste, packing, &e. - 13,800 cwt. Manchowe 
“Sponge cloths - - 170,000 No. 
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Dates for 
Receipt of 
Tender. 

Hessen - - 141,700-yds, 7 

Linen, bleached, &e.  - - 93,000 ,, sley, Belfast, Dundee, 

Do., black - 11,600 \Bat 

Osnaburgh - = 248,000 ,, 

Towelling - 60,000 ,, 

Drill, white cotton - 45,000 ,, 

Jean, blue - - 140,000 ,, Barnsley and Manchester. 

Biscuit baggin - = = 200,500 ,, 

Jute thread - - 20,000 Ibs Dundee. Jan, 


Hair, curled - = 181,000 ,, Glasgow and Leeds. 
Waterproof union packing } 79,000 yas { Halifax, and 
- ? 


paper Manchester. 
Smallwares (bindings, oom} 


webbing, &c.) 
Tape, Dutch - - © + 82,000 pieces } Manchester. 
Do., white - .26,000 » 
Do., blue worsted - - 22,500 ,, 
Combs, horns - - 25,000 No. 
Do., ivory - - 18,000 ,, 
Manufacturers only will be accepted. : 
T. Gwyn, 
Contract Department, Director of Navy Contracts 


Admiralty, Whitehall, S.W. 
[st January 1897, 


TENDERS FOR THE EXTENSION OF THE ANTWERP QUAYS. 


A communication, dated 26th December last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. G. R. de Courcy Perry, Her 
Majesty's Consul-General at. Antwerp, enclosing copy of the 
schedule setting forth full particulars of the contract, of which 
the following is a translation :— 

“The contract for the construction of 2,000 metres of quay 
and other works at L’Escaut, to the south of Antwerp, will be 
submitted to public tender at Antwerp on Monday the 26th 
April 1897. The deposit is fixed at 400,000 francs.” 

Tenders on stamped forms and according to the form set out in 
the “ Cahier des Charges” No. 169 of 1896, should be addressed — 
to the Governor of the Province of Antwerp, by registered post 
not later than the 22nd April 1897. 

All information may be obtained at the offices of M. Zanen, 
civil engineer, of Brussels, or of M. Pierrot, chief civil engineer 
and director of the “ Ponts et Chaussées” at Antwerp, at whose 
offices the plans of the works may be seen. The plans, and a 
copy of the “Cahier des Charges” may be also inspected or 
purchased at the Information Office of the Commercial Museum, 
17, Rue des Augustins, Brussels, 


| 

| 

| 


Jan, 1897.) BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES, 


TenpErs FoR Works aT THE Port or Luangs (SPAIN). 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Corunna, stating that 
tenders are invited by the Spanish Ministry for Public Works for 
the improvement of the Port of Llanes, in the province of 
Asturias. Sealed tenders will be received at the office of the 
Minister of Public Works up to the 26th inst., and will be opened 
on February 1. 

Conditions, plans, and estimates may be seen at the General 
Office of Public Works at Madrid and at the Public Works 
Department of Oviedo (province of Asturias). 


Tenpers ror Drinking WaTER SuPPLY AT GIRGENTI. 

The Secre of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul at Palermo, stating that 
tenders for the supply of drinking water tu the town of Girgenti 
are invited by the municipality. 

Copies of the official es A have not yet been received, 
but the translation of an advertisement on the subject may be 
seen at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office, any 
day, between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


TENDERS FOR MACHINERY IN SERVIA. 


_ The Secre of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at Belgrade, stating that 
tenders are invited by the “ Belgrade Cattle Market and Bacon 
Curing Co,” for the supply to their factory, with the necessary 
engines, of refrigerating machinery and hydraulic elevators. 

enders must reach Belgrade on the 20th of February next at 
Copies of the specif G 

pies of the specifications (in German) and of ‘the plans ma: 
be seen at the Commercial Department of the Foreign bios a 
day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. om ts 


ConTRAOT FoR SuPPLyInG THE SURINAM GOVERNMENT 
Coat. 


A report, dated 18th November, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Sidney Churchill, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Paramaribo, stating that the tendera for the annual 
supply of 2,000 tons of Cardiff steam coal for the Department of 
py of Surinam, have been adjudicated on, Messrs, Ranger 
and Co. of Paramaribo being the successful tenderers at the rate 
of 24s. per ton. 

Owing to representations, the committee of approval) of the 
delivery of the coal had been modified to the extent that its 
constitution was to include three members, the chief of the Depart- 
ment of Navigation, the chief engineer of Her Netherlands 
Majesty’s gunboat on the station, aa one independent expert. 


= 


7 

| 
| 


8 BOARD OF TRADE NOTIOKS. (Jan. 1897. 


Information has now been received to the ‘effect that this 
modification is to be permanent, and to be set forth in the con- 
tract itself. ‘The requirements will also, it is stated, be increased 
to 2,400 tons for the next tender. 


TENDERS FOR SupPPLIES FOR POLICE. 


A despatch, dated 23rd November, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Lord Cromer, Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General at Cairo, stating that complaints having been 
made to the Foreign Office that Knglish firms were placed at a 
disadvantage in tendering for supplies for the Egyptian police, as 
they were unable to obtain sufficient information as to the articles: 
required, an arrangement has been concluded with Lieutenant- 
Colonel Western, the London Agent for the Egyptian War 
Office, whose address is Broadway Chambers, Westminster, by 
which it is provided that Colonel Western will take charge of 
124 sealed samples of police necessaries, saddlery, clothing, &c., 
according to the appended list; that he will issue the usual 
tender forms to suitable firms; that he will provide facilities of 
inspection, &c. to all who may think it worth their while to view 
the samples; and that he will generally conduct correspondence 
and carry out the orders of the Egyptian Government with 
regard to these matters. 


List of Articles selected as Samples. 


No. Articles. Numbered. 
} 
Clothing, §c. 
1 | Great coat ° « - - - | Police 1 of 1896 
2 | Fireman’s cloth tunics - 
1 | Cloth tunics, police - - 
» Palace police - - - 
1 » trousers, City - - 5 
1 ” P. a ” 6 
1: Provincial police - - 
1 | White tunics, City police - 
1 » trousers ,, » 
1 Khaki jackets - - - “i ” lo ” 
1 ” trousers ” ll ” 
1 » pants - - » 12 
1 | Serge blouses, sailors’ - - - » 
1 » trousers ,, - - - - 
1 | Sailors’ duck blouses - - - - ae ae 
1 ” » trousers > ” 16 
1 | Woollen blue jerseys - - » 
1 ” grey 7 ” 18 » 
i socks - ” 19 ” 
1 Jack spurs - - ” 20 ” 
1 | Ankle boots - - - » 
1 Knee - ” 22 ” 
1 | Tarbooshes and tasse . - - » 2 » 
1 Cotton shirts - - - - 
1 | 4 drawers - - » 2 » 
1 » gloves - - - » 26 
1 pants - - - 
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No. Articles. ; Numbered, 
1 | Brushes, blacking - -< - - | Police 30 of 1896. 
1 Brass » Sl y 
1 Tins, blacking, “ Day and Martin’ i - : » 88 , 
1 | Woollen blankets - - 
1 | Serge putties - » 
1 | Chevrons, gold lace on black cloth, 1 bar 
1 ”» ” 2 ” % ba ” 86 ” 
1 ” » ” 3 ” > > » 37 ” 
1 ” ” 4 38 ” 
{ scarlet braid - » 88 » 
1 ” ” ” ” 40 » 
1 ” 3 ” 4l ” 
1 ” 4 ” 42 » 
1 on white drill, ,, - » 48 5, 
1 ” ” 2 ” ” 44 ” 
1 » 8 ” » 45 
1 » 4 ” 46 » 
1 | Whistles and chains - - 
1 Button brass - - = 
1 | Handcuffs - - 
1 Leg-irons ” 50 » 
Stable 
1 | Burnishers - 
1 | Horse sponges, not les than oz. - 
1 ” ” 535 
1 rubbers 2. ” 54 » 
1 | Curry combs - - ” 55 yy 
1 Mane ” ” 56 ” 
1 Nose- - - - 
| 1 Corn - bad 58 
1 | Dubbing tins of 7 Ibs. each - : - eae. ae 
1 | Soft soap drums of 14 Ibs. each - - < » 60 » 
1 | Bucknell saddle soap - - - - 61 
(in tin) 
Saddiery. 
1 | Bits bridoon if 
1 » Portmouth with bridle head, &e. - 
1 |} Breast plates with neck straps 
1 | Cases, horse-shoe  - - - 
1 | Head collar with and, &e. - - 
1 | Cruppers - - - - 1. 
1 Girths, leather ” 71 ” 
1 | Iron stirrup - - - 
1 | Leathers, stirrup -, - 
1 Logs, iron horse 74 ” | 
Yd.3} | Numnahs felt in yards, 40 ins. - 
1 | Pannels, Numnah - 
1 Reins, bridoon bad = ad » 17 ” 
1 ” Portmouth ” 78 ” 
1 Runners, brass, stirrup leather - - - pe oe p 
1 Saddles, steel arch, new pattern ” 80 
‘ 1 Straps, cloak and wallet ” 81 ” 
| 1 »  girths “on saddle” (set of four) - - pe 8 if 
1 » shoe case - 84 
1 Wallets - ” 87 ” 
1 | Heel ropes with two shackles - - 
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No, Articles. Numbered. 
1 | Head ropes, white, with tag - - - | Police 89 of 1896. 
1 | Horse Tugs - - 
| Hoof pickers - - 
Material for Repair of Saddlery. : 
1 | Buckles, brass roller, single, linch - - - ie 
1 » iron barred, 1}inch - - - 
1 ” ” % inch - ” 94 » 
1 ” ” 1 inch » 9 » 
1 » Toller, single, 1} inch - - 
1 » Stirrup leather, 1} inch - - 
1 ” ” tinned, inch ” 98 ” 
1 », tinned 13 inch 
1 inlet, inch - - 
1 ( Burrs, iron, galvanised - 
1 Flaps, prs., new rom, wt. as ozs. each, 
| wittin Flaps, old pattern, wt. 1 Ib. 2 ozs., not less 
1 Rivet, copper, long - 
1 | saddle short - -| » 10 » 
1 Screw for flaps, finch - 
1 Seats, new a. 1 Ib. 9 ozs. each, ait 
less 107 ” 
1 Seats, old pattern, 1B. 14 on. each, not 
1 Ib. horse hair - ' a 
1 ides, brown back, of bridle piccee - - 
1 Hides, brown back, ‘of bag or cloak piece - - 
1 Nails, iron tack, fiemish black, No. 192 
1 Rings, iron, 1} inches “ - » 114 » 
1 | Yds. Serge 40 inches wide sip 
1 | Square iron head collar - - - 
1 Ibs. Thread flax - - - 
1 Whited brown - - 
1 b. Bees wax - - 
1 | Lb. Black wax - - - 
| Yard. Web diaper, 2 inches” - - ‘ 
straining, 3 inches - - 
i | Numnab’s ‘felt, with patches, strap, and buckle - » 184 » 


Notice to ENGINEERS. 


The Secretary of State for a Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Christiania 
stating tkat a notice has been published by the Norwegian Board 
of Works, inviting foreign as well as Norwegian engineers to 
draw up competitive plans of station ee for certain 
railways having their termini in that city. 

Four prizes, worth about 5551. 10s., 2221. 4s. 6d,, 1111. 2s, 3d., 
and 55/. 11s. respectively are offered. 

Plans of intending competitors must be sent in before 2 o’clock 
pao. on March 31,1897. Further particulars can be had on 

plication to the Railway Office, Board of Works, No. 6, Victoria 
Terrack, Christiania, ere also maps and sections, &c. can 
be obtained on depositing 50 kroner (2/. 15s. 6d.). 
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Such further particulars as have been received may be seen at 
the Commercial tna of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


CERTIFICATES FOR COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN Norway. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received infor- 
mation from Her Majesty’s Acting Gonsdl-Gleiiekal at Christiania 
to the effect that a law, passed by the Norwegian Odelsthing on 
the 9th July last, came into force at the begianing of this year, 
according to the provisions of which commercial travellers must, 
on their arrival, obtain a “ Certificate for Trade” from the nearest 
police authorities. 

The cost of this certificate, which is available for a month, is 
Kroner 100 11s, 1d.). 

A fine of from Kr. 100 to Kr. 500(5/. 11s, 1d. to 271. 15s.) 
is imposed for infraction of this law, and this penalty is now being 

‘rigorously enforced. 


Sroxness aT Rio DE JANEIRO, 


A communication has been received from Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Rio de Janeiro, recommending shipmasters, in view of 
the great liability to sickness during the hot season, not to allow 
their crews to land at Rio, and particularly not to allow them to 
remain on shore during the night. 


lysPEcToRS OF WEIGHTs AND 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have, 
during the month of December 1896, passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1889 :-— 


Bownes, John. 
Bothwell, James. 
Carney, Andrew. 
Carroll, Patrick. 
Delany, Laurence. 
Doherty, Samuel. 
Donnelly, Patrick. 


Maguire, Edward. 


McCarry, James J. 
McCarthy, Cornelius, 
McDonagh, Philip. 
O'Connor, Joseph. 
O’Connor; Michael. 


Owens, James. 


Falvey, Patrick. Palmer, Thomas J. ’ (Royal Irish 
Flynn, Joseph. Reid, Charles, Constabulary), 
Hood, Alexander. Rutherford, William j,.| Ireland. 
Keefe, Patrick. . Shore, Patrick B. 

Keegan, John. Stanley, Henry R. 

Kennedy, Michael. Tresilian, Thomas. 

Leonard, John. West, James, 

MacCarthy, Charles J. Wishart, Abraham, 

Maclaine, Francis J. J 
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Boarp oF TrapE AwarDs FoR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
a binocular glass which has been awarded by the President of the 
United States to Mr. James A. Murray, master of the §.S. 
“ Marino,” of Belfast, in recognition of his services in effecting 
the rescue of two seamen of the American schooner “ Cordova,” 
| on the 14th July last. 
The Board of Trade have awarded a silver medal and a sum of 
32 to F. Simonsen, fisherman, of Bastuon, Finland, and a sum of 
3l. to M. Liljeberg, fisherman, of Bjorhslmen, Finlan@, in recog- 
nition of their services in connection with the loss of the British 
S.S. “ Moss Brow,” of London, which was abandoned in the Gulf 
of Finland on the 21st October last. 


KINGDOM.* 


Tue Year’s TRADE. 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British Possessions during the month ended 
31st December 1896 was 43,503,595, showing an increase of 
6,542,347/. on the amount for December 1895, or 17°7 per cent. ; 
q and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 

amounted in value to 20,291,206/, as against 19,179,538/. during 
a4 December 1895, an increase of 1,111,6682, or 5°8 per cent. The 
F exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for December 1896 
was valued at 5,612,812/., as compared with 4,976,992/., an 
increase of 635,8201., or 12°8. per cent. 

With regard to the imports for December 1896 as compared 

with the same month of 1895, all the classes of merchandise show 
considerably increased values with the exceptions of animals, 
y living (for food), chemicals, dyestuffs and tanning substances, 
and Parcel Post, which have decreased respectively 29,7651, 
ij 56,2891., and 16,564. 
Articles of food and drink (duty free) have improved to the 
extent of no less than 3,191,129/; raw materials for textile 
manufactures show an increase in value of 2,148,758/.; manu- 
factured articles, 509,555/.; miscellaneous articles, 245,2212 ; 
articles of food and drink (dutiable), 173,392/.; raw materials for 
sundry industries and manufactures, 105,369/. ; tobacco, dutiable, 
100,420/. ; oils, 93,9332. ; and metals, 77,1881. 

The increase under the category of articles of food and drink 
(duty free) is found, as is generally the case, under corn, the 
imports of which amounted in value to 2,598,088/. more than in 
December 1895. 


| 

: IL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
| 

| 


* See also pp. 112-113. 


| 
| 
| 
- 
| 


Jan. 1897.] FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. ‘B 


The amount of cereals imported from Russia and the United 
States (especially the Atlantic States) was very much larger than 
in December 1895. 

Beef, mutton, and pork also showed increases, butter improved 
to ihe extent of 176,7301, and fruit also improved, but less bacon 
and lard were imported. 

Amongst dutiable articles the imports of tea increased 153,893. 
in value, and tobacco 100,420/. 

Under metals there was a large increase in the month’s imports 
of copper, but less tin than in December 1895. 

The decrease in the imports of chemicals, dyestuffs, and caning 
substances is almost entirely brought about by the diminishe 
trade in indigo. 

With regard to raw materials for textile manufactures, the net 
increase in value amounted to 2,148,758. Of this amount 1,978,494/. 
represents raw cotton, much larger shipments of which were 
received from the United States during the past month. Sheep 
or Jambs’-wool improved 511,3101, and goats’-wool 89,6912, 
owing to increased imports from South Africa and Australia, but 
hemp declined 167,2771., and jute 294,365/. 

Of other raw materials other than for textile manufactures, 
tallow decreased 113,745/., but there was an improvement of 
67,5467. in hides, and slight increases in many other articles of 
the category, bringing the net increase to 105,369. It is worth 
noting that the amount of wood decreased in quantity but increased 
in value; the imports of hewn wood during December 1896 was 
7,585 loads less than in December 1895, but was valued at 30,4177. 
more. 

In the imports of manufactured articles the net increase of 
509,555/. is composed chiefly of the greater value of the imports 
of silk of all kinds (+ 96,1202), iron manufactures ( + 97,4611.), 
and leather (+ 92,325/.); unimportant decreases are shown in the 
imports of leather gloves, some woollen manufactures, and other 
articles. Finally, as regards imports under the heading of 
miscellaneous articles, seeds show a net increase in value of 
201,004/. chiefly accounted for by the much larger shipments of 
flax or linseed from Russia, and cotton seed from Egypt. 

Taking now the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures for December 1896 as compared with the corre- 
sponding period of 1895, animals, living, have improved 27,1621. ; 
articles of food and drink, 83,428/.; raw materials, 114,5117. ; 

ns and textile fabrics, 183,796/.; machinery and mill-work, 
199,0612.; apparel and articles of personal use, 77,218/.; chemicals 
and geome medicinal preparations, 60,679/.; all other 
articles, either manufactured or partly manufactured, 431,409. ; 
and Parcel Post, 183/. Only one category of exports shows a 
decrease, viz., metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery), 65,7797. 

In the exports of raw materials wool shows a noticeable im- 
provement, especially to the United States, the value of the 
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exports to that ccuntry having been 134,518/. in December 1896 
as compared with 32,729/. in December 1895. More cotton 
arn and piece goods were exported, the value of these being 
402,816. greater than in December 1895. The increase prin- 
cipally went to Germany, Holland, Turkey, and British India, 
but the value of the cotton yarn taken by Japan was only 
48,1291. as against 99,304/. in December 1895. There was a 
large falling off also, in the amount of cotton piece goods sent to 
Japan and China and all the countries of South America, without 
exception, but British India imported largely, the value of cottor 
piece goods sent there in December 1896 having been 1,350,7091., 
as compared with 1,001,478/. in December 1895. The export 
of woollen and worsted tissues showed a decrease of 198,687/., 
chiefly owing io diminished shipments to the United States. 
With regard to metals, the exports of iron, wrought and 
unwrought, improved 184,948; but there was a decrease of 
135,237l. in the case of copper and 177,425/. in the case of 
telegraphic wires, &. The increase in the value of cycles 
exported during the month was 129,552/., having been 212,1114. 
in December 1896 as against only 82,559/. in the corresponding 
month of 1895. 

Taking now the trade for the year ending December 31st, 
1896, as compared with 1895, the total increase in the value of 
the imports from foreign countries and British Possessions 
amounted to 25,117,677/., that is to say, 441,807,335/. in 1896 as 
compared with 416,689,658/. in 1895. Of this total, the chief 
increase was under articles of food and drink (duty free), 
6,058,829. Manufactured articles improved 5,649,260/.; raw 
materials for textile manufactures, 3,996,355/.; raw materiais 
for sundry industries and manufactures, 3,216,343/.; metals, 
1,808,744. ; tobacco, dutiable, 1,016,7541.; animals, living (for 
food), 1,472,477/.; miscellaneous articles, 668,891/; articles of 
food and drink (dutiable), 635,006/. ; oils, 334,859/., chemicals, 
— and tanning substances, 226,032/.; and Parcel Post, 
34,1571. 

The exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures for 
the year 1896 amounted in value to 239,922,209/. as compared 
with 225,890,016/. in 1895, or an increase of 14,032,193/. Animals, 
living, improved 147,348. ; articles of food and drink, 292,66f2 ; 
yarns and textile fabrics, 3,976,2771. ; metals and articles manu- 
factured therefrom (except. machinery), 4,686,345/. ; machinery 
and millwork, 1,886,377/. ; apparel and articles of personal use, 
1,166,2152 ; all other articles, either manufactured or partly 
manufactured, 2,196,508/.; and Parcel Post, 331,7382 On the 
other hand the exports of raw materials were 606,046/. less in 
value in 1896 than in 1895, and chemicals and chemical and 
medicinal preparations also declined 45,2301. s 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for 1896 
amounted in value.to 56,466,465/. as compared with 69,942,389 1/. 
in 1895, or a decrease of 3,475,926/. 1G 
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III—AUTHORISED GAS UNDERTAKINGS, 


The Parliamentary Returns relating to the authorised gas 
undertakings in the United Kingdom have recently been issued. 
The return relating to the gas undertakings of local authorities is 
for the year ended 31st March 1896, and that relating to under- 
takings belonging to companies is for the year ended 31 st*‘December 
1895, 

The returns give particulars with respect to 632 undertakings, 
203 of which belong to local authorities and 429 to companies, 

The undertakings belonging to local authorities are four more, 
and the number belonging to companies one more than in the 
previous year. 

The following table gives the grand total of the two returns, : 
and shows an increase in all the various items, compared with the ; 
previous year 


Local Increase 
Com: 
Authorities’ Total, during 
Return. the Year. 
Number of - authorised 
undertakings included in 
return - - - 429 203 632 5 f} 
£ £ £ £ 
Amount authorised - 55,443,940 28,966,927 84,410,867 758,884 Hi 
Paid upand borrowed -| 45,195,416 | 95,624,826 | 70,819,742 1,596,311 
Receipts 12,982,956 6,478,191 19,461,147 52,882 
Expenditure - -| 9,401,344 4881044 | 14,373,288 581768 iV 
No. No. No. No. i, 
Tons of coal carbonised = 7,531,131 11,987,446 618,145 | j 
Number of cubic feet of gas f 4 
| 7,245,618,489 | 44,176,134,202 | 121,421,752,601 || 7,196,072,051 
Number of cubic feet of gas + 
sold- =| 70,977,870,759 | 40,465,881,182 |111,443,701,041 || 6,289,711,682 
Length of gas mains, in miles 14,804 9,088 23,857 547 f 
Number of consumers - 1,339,712 1,820,059 2,689,771 135,554 i! 
Number of public lamps i 
lighted 302,015 224,873 526,888 14,032 


These figures show that the gas industry continues to make if 
very satisfactory progress, a large increase being recorded in the if 
uumber of tons of coal carbonised, the quantity of gas made and i 
sold, and the number of consumers. The amount of gas sold f 
increased by 6,282 million cubic feet, or 5°9 per cent., which is i 
the largest increase in any year since the Parliamentary Returns i 
have been published. The increase of expenditure was not pro- H 
portionate to the increased consumption of gas, and consequently 
the average expenditure per 1,000 cubic feet of gas, as will be 
seen from the subjoined table, was less than in the previous year. 
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The increase of receipts was very small, having regard+to the 
increased consumption of gas; and the average receipts per 1,000 
cubic feet of gas have decreased, as shown below, by 2°71d. in the 
case of companies and 1°82d. in the case of local authorities. From 
a comparison of the returns with those of the previous year, it 
appears that the price of gas was reduced by about 125 companies 
and 56 local authorities, while, on the other hand, the price was 
increased by only two local authorities and by none of the 
companies. 

The subjoined tables show the average receipts, expenditure, 
and gross profit per 1,000 cubic feet of gas sold by companies 
and local authorities respectively during the last five years :— 


CoMPANIES. 

Year. Receipts. Expenditure. Profit. 

a; 8. d. 
1891 8 9°88 2 11°70 0 10°18 
1892 3 9°63 2 10°32 0 11°31 
1893 3 10°21 2 9°82 1 0°39 
1894 3 10°60 2 8°64 1 1°96 
1895 3 7°89 2 8:09 0 11°80 

AUTHORITIES. 
Tours Receipts. Expenditure. Profit. 

s. d. 8, d, 
1891 3 5°05 2 7°90 GO 9°15 
1892 3 3°81 2 7°29 0 8°52 
1893 3 5°01 2 8:09 0 892 
1894 3 4°24 2 5°42 ‘0 10°82 
1895 38 2°42 2 4°95 0°47 


Any comparison made between the figures relating to the 
undertakings of companies and local authorities should not fail 
to take note of the differences which obviously exist between the 
conditions under which the two classes of undertakings ‘are 


respectively carried on. How widely the conditions differ in 


certain respects is shown by the following table :— 


Average Number Av Number A 
lied by each supplied per Mile of verage Annual 
of of Consumption of Gas by 


¢. f. f. 
3,128 704 90 20 49,104 17,191 
6,508 1,108 146 25 28,104 14,970 


| 
ff 
| 
| 
4 Local Authorities - | | 
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There;is a further increase in the average quantity of gas made 
per ton of coal carbonised. The returns do not afford infor mation 
as to the extent to which materials other than coal are used in the 
manufacture and enrichment of gas, and it is impossible to say 
how far the figures are affected by that factor. 

The following statement gives the figures for the last five years 
for companies and local authorities respectively :— 


Average Number of Cubic Feet of Gas made per Ton 
of Coal Carbonised. 
Year. 
Companies. Local Authorities. 

1891 10,034 9,098 
1892 10,138 9,882 
1393 10,157 9,871 
1894 10,186 9,946 
1895 10,257 10,026 


Companies’ Return.—Turning to the companies’ return, it may 
be noted that the total amount of share capital paid up on 31st 
December 1895 was 37,307,3301., of which sum 8,754,0591 
(including premiums amounting to 2,779,604l.) had been raised 
under the Auction Clauses. 

The total amount of the authorised share capital is 44,288,001/., 

and is slightly less than in the previous year. This is accounted 
for by the transfer of the undertakings of the Accrington Gas and 
Water Company and other comparies to local authorities. 

One hundred and sixty companies paid a dividend of 10 pcr 
cent. on their original capital, and 58 paid dividends varying 
from 104 to 204 per cent., mostly under the sliding scale; 19 
companies paid no dividend as compared with 21 in the previous 
year. Only three undertakings were worked at a loss, the aggre- 
gate loss being 2102,_—. 


The lowest prices charged for gas under the operation of the 
sliding ecale were 1s. 9d. per 1,000 cubic feet at Plymouth, the 
company paying a dividend equivalent to 12} per cent. on their 
original capital and 1s. 10d. with a discount of 5 per cent. at 
Newcastle, the dividend paid by the company under the sliding 
scale being 9} per cent. ; 

At the Hull Station of the British Gas Light Company, the 
price charged was 1s. 10d. per 1,000 cubic feet. The company is 
not working under the sliding scale. 

The highest price charged was 6s. 8d. at Menai Bridge, where 
the undertaking belongs to a private proprietor. 

The highest dividends paid under the sliding scale were 16} per 
cent. by the Harrogate Gas Company, 154 per cent. by the South 
Metropolitan Gas Company, 14} per cent. by the Wantviresth 


and Putney Gas Company, 14} per cent. by the Louth Gas 
Company, and 14 per cent, by the Ashton, Eastbourne, and 
Croydon Gas Cor panies. 

95322. B 
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The highest dividends paid by companies not under the sliding 
scale, were 20{ per cent., by the Kingston-upon-Hull Gas Com- 
pany and 15 per cent. by the Warwick Gas Company. 

he average rate of dividend paid by the companies upon their 
original capital is shown by the following tabular statement to 
have increased from 8/. 2s. in 1894 to 8/. 5s, 23d. in 1895, 


No. of Companies. 


Dividend paid on Original Capital. 
™ 1891. | 1892. 1893. 1894. 1895. 
| | 
- - -| 1 | | | 19 
1 ” 1 2 1 | 1 
li ” od 1 | | _ — 
2 - - 2 4 1 
2 - - | 1 Sites 
3 = - - - 4 1 4 2 ‘eae 
” 1 = 3 _ a= 
4 fa - - ~ 8 7 15 17 10 
- - 2 8 4 4 6 
5 pa - 32 30 27 | 82 29 
18 we | 17 
” _ 3 7 1 3 4 2 5 
6 ” = ~ 1 — — 
7 - 19 18 15 17 12 
7 2 1 3 1 
7 - - 1 21 17 18 
8 ” 37 35 30 85 33 
8 . . - - 1 1 2 1 1 
8 ” 1 2 1 2 
8 » - - - 7 7 9 5 7. 
” 3 1 5 3 1 
9 9 - - - 13 15 19 22 20 
ot > - - - 3 3 — 2 2 
9 °° ae - - 3 3 5 2 5 
10 - -| 158 | 153 | 142 156 160 
19 - 4 2 3 


i 
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| 
i 
| 
‘| 
| | 


Jan. 1897.) AUTHORISED GAS UNDERTAKINGS. 19 


No. of Companies. 
Dividend paid on Original Capital. } 
1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894, | 1895. 

103 per cent - - - 2 2 3 2 a 
1l - - - - 7 6 4 7 5 
11 - 1 1 1 2 1 
11 ” ? = 1 
11 ‘ 9 8 9 11 
11 - - 1 2 
11 - - - _ 1 — 
12 4 5 5 5 
12 2 2 2 1 
12 1 i 2 1 
12 3 1 1 1 
13 pe - - - 4 3 8 2 4 
13 - - 1 1 1 
13 » 2 1 1 1 
14 - 3 8 3 8 3 
15 1 1 1 1 1 
16 - - | 1 1 1 
19 - - 1 _ _ 
20 om - - - 1 1 1 1 1 
82 ” 1 — — 
Gas not yet supplied - - 5 4 3 2 2 
Private undertakings - - 7 7 6 8 8 

Ted -| 422 | 429 | 428 | 498 | 499 


Average dividend of 410 com- 

panies, 1891 - - } 

Average dividend of 418 aed 
panies, 1892 - - 

Average dividend of 419 com- 
panies, 1893 - - 

Average dividend of 418 com- 
panies, 1894 - } 

Average dividend of 419 com- 
panies, 1895 - - ~ 


81. 7s. 103d. per cent. 
si. 3s. 113d. ,, 
71.188.1d. 5 | 
81. 2s. Od. 
81. 5s.23d. 


Local Authorities’ Return. — The total amount of money 
borrowed by local authorities for the purposes of their 
undertakings down to March 81st, 1896, was 25,624,3261. 

The lowest prices charged for gas were 1s. 10d. and 2s. per 
1,000 cubic feet, with discount of 2d., at Widnes; and the 
highest prices were 6s. 8d. per 1,000 cubic feet at Kirkcudbright 
and 7s. at Tain. 

The expenditure exceeded the receipts in 9 cases, as com- 
pared with 5 cases in the previous year; and in 35 cases the 
excess of receipts over expenditure was insufficient to provide for 
the payment of interest, &., the eame number of cases as in the 
previous year, 
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The seven local authorities shown in the following table made a 
profit of over 20,000/. after payment of interest, &c. Seven other 
local authorities, namely, Accrington, Birkenhead, Bradford, 
Halifax, Salford, Southport, and Stockport made a profit of over 
10,000. after payment of interest, &c. 


| Price charged 
Place. | Net Profit.| to Private How Profit was applied. ‘ 
| Consumers. | 
| | 
| 
i Belfast - - | 40,885 (2s. 9d., discount, To capital account, &c. 
2} to 20 °/, 
Manchester -_ 39,280 2s. 8d. In aid of rates. 
Bolton - 80,712 3s., 9,2791. to reserve fund,and 21,433¢. 
discount 6d. | in aid of rates. 
Leeds - . 27,094 (2s. 2d., discount, 18,000/. to city fund, and 9,094/. 
4 24 and 5 °/, carried forward. . 
Nottingham 25,637 2s. Not yet applied. 
2s. 6d. 
if Birmingham - | 25,000 | 2s. 3d., 2s. 5d.,| To city improvement rate. 
and 2s. 7d., 


discount 5 °/, 


21,269 | Qs. 4d. | To general district rate. 


Leicester 
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IV.—RUSSIAN TRADE WITH CONSTANTINOPLE. 
(From a Russian point of view.) 


The “Journal de St. Petersbourg” has recently published 
come interesting details concerning Russian trade at Constantinople. 
With a population of one million inhabitants, the Ottoman capital 
lives almost entirely on imports from other countries. One of the 
first causes of this is the low rate of the import dues (8 per cent. 
ad valorem) in force until new commercial treaties shall have 
Leen concluded with foreign states (a provisional state of things 
which has lasted for more than 14 years) ; others may be cited 
in the absence of a local manufacturing industry, the scarcity of 
good roads, and the high internal taxation which hinders the 
importation into Constantinople of articles of foodstuffs from the 
interior. The city has also become the centre of an extensive 
foreign trade and great international competition. 

Official statistics of this commercial movement hardly exist, 
and resort must be had to more or less approximate calculations 
The value of the import trade in 1895 was about 10 millions of 


pounds (Turkish), and the export about 2 millions of pounds - 


only. With regard to the value of articles of food imported, 
Russia holds the fourth place, chiefly in articles of food and raw 
produce ; among the imports being petroleum, cereals, flour, butter, 
tallow, black and red caviare, alcohol, and powdered sugar. 

Petroleum is the chief article of Russian trade, and latterly it 
has even succeeded in monopolising the markets of the East. 
It is brought from Batoum exclusively in tin cases weighing a 
poud (36 lbs,) each, the depéts being situated outside the town 
on the Bosphorus, in the suburb of Tchiboukli, in the warehouses 
of a private company charging very high prices for storage. 

Butter is chiefly imported from the ports of the Sea of Azov, 
Its place on the market is assured, having regard to the cheapness 
of the article and the ease with which it can be adulterated. 
Native butter (from Anatolia) is not always pure and compara- 
tively dear ; foreign butter is, on account of its cost, within the 
means of but few, and has become an article of luxury; the 

eople, besides, have been accustomed for a long time to the 
Ruseian product, which is known as Siberian batter. 

Russian cereals also come exclusively from the ports of the 
Sea of Azov, whence they are imported in Greek sailing vessels, 
but hitherto this branch of the import trade has not developed to 
any extent; it could be increased if the Bosphorus mills were 
extended and better organised, Russian grain being better 
adapted for milling purposes than the native article which is dear 
and badly winnowed. Some_five years ago Russian corn found a 
ready market at Constantinople, but now it has found a formid- 
able competitor in flours coming from Roumania and Bulgaria, 
and even from Marseilles. Originally Russian flour was imported 
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from Odessa and Sevastopol; now it is also brought from the 
Sea of Azov ports. The trade in caviare, black as well as red, so 
much appreciated in the East, has for a long time remained at the 
same level; but sugar and alcohol improve, and it may be hoped 
they will be yet in greater demand, especially sugar of the best 
refined sort. 

To these, the principal articles of trade, must be also added 
horned cattle, as well as certain manufactured products such as 
gold embroidery from the Muscovite factory at Alexeiew, chiva 
tea services from Kouznetsow, and locksmiths’ goods and samovars 
from Toula. ‘ 

The Constantinople market might be made an important one 
for Russian trade, and it is very desirable, consequently, that the 
needs and progress of the city should be better understood than 
is possible from the inaccurate figures of the Ottoman Customs. 
With regard to the trade of other countries, the commercial bureaux 
of France, Germany, and England, established at Constantinople, 
furnish reliable statistics as to the respective trades of those 
countries. It is to be hoped that, by the nomination of a 
commercial agent by the Russian Finance Minister, the condition 
of Russian trade can be similarly improved. 

Such an agent will furnish all instructions necessary for the 
preparation of products in such a way as to satisfy consumers and 
compete with other countries, notably Austria, which floods Turkey 
with produce, not superior to the Russian, but placed on the 
market at much lower prices. The attempts hitherto made to 
organise depOts of Russian goods at Constantinople have met with 
but little success, the promoters not having sufficient capital at com- 
mand and counting only on governmental support and privileges. 
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V.—MINERAL PRODUCTION OF SWEDEN, 


According to Swedish official mining statistics (Bergshandter- 
ingen) for the year 1895, the amount of rock ore worked in that 
year was as follows :—Iron ore, 1,901,971 tons; gold ore, 459 
tons ; silver and lead ore, 12,045 tons; copper ore, 26,009 tons ; 
zinc ore, 31,349 tons; manganese ore, 3,117 tons; iron pyrites, 
221 tons, . The lake and marsh ores (amounting to 2,691 tons) 
are not included in the above figures, so that the tutal production 
of iron ore was 1,904,662 tons. ; 

The amounts of the different sorts of iron produced during 1895 
were as follows :— 

Pig iron, 462,930 tons ; puddled iron, for rolling, 188,726 tons ; 
Bessemer ingots, 97,294 tons ; Martin ingots, 96,475 tons; cast 
ingots, 551 tons ; iron and steel bars, 168,270 tons; iron and 
steel hoops, rods, &c., 78,168 tons; wire rods, 26,038 tons; sheet’ 
iron, 12,028 tons, 

The blast furnaces during an average year of 252 days showed 
an average output per furnace of 3,171 tons, or about 12°58 tons 
per day. Charcoal is, from a practical point of view, the only 
combustible used in the blast furnaces of Sweden; only in ve 
rare cases, aS in the manufacture of “Spiegel,” is it mixed wit 
a little English coke. 

With regard to the production of metals other than iron 
during 1895, the amounts were as follows :—Gold, 85 kilogs. ; 
silver, 1,188 kilogs.; lead, 1,256,079 kilogs, (an increase. of 
925,716 kilogs. as compared with 1894); and copper, 216,305 
kilogs. (a decrease of 133,594 kilogs.). 

The coal mines, situated exclusively in the most southern 
province of the kingdom, yielded an output of 223,652 tons of 
coal in 1895, or 27,702 tons more than in 1894. In these mines 
there are found strata of fire-clay, which, worked partly with the 
coal, yielded in 1895 120,385 tons of clay, or 9,232 tons less 
than in the previous year. 

Other mineral substances worked were—sulphate of copper, 
1,195,408 kilogs.; sulphate of iron, 94,125 kilogs.; red ochre, 
1,290,970 kilogs.; alum, 286,284 kilogs.; and graphite, 6,912 
kilogs. 

The number of workmen employed in the mines and furnaces 
in 1895 was 26,284, or 832 more than in 1894. Of these, 5,499 
men and 227 children under 18 years of age were employed 
underground, and 18,152 men, together with 2,406 women and 
children (under 18) at the surface. 

The number of machines and motors employed in 1895 in 
mines and mineral worRings was 1,621, of 57,888 horse power. 

With regard to accidents, the total number was 80, of whom 
49 were kuled and 31 injured. 

The total number of licenzes for the working of mines granted 
in 1895 was 417, of which 201, or 48 per cent., were for the 
working of iron mines. 
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VI—GERMAN TRADE IN 1896. 


Mr. J. C. Monaghan, United States Consul at Chemnitz, says 
in his last report that Germany rejoices over a good business for 
the first three quarters of 1896, over increased imports, especially 
of raw materials for manufactures, and increased exports, especially 
of manufactured articles. While it is not always true that 
increased exports indicate financial prosperity, it is true when 
fair prices with fair profits are recorded. Such was the record, 
notwithstanding the fact that the prices obtained on articles 
exported were often very near the cost-of-production price. 
However, large sales to foreign parts relieve the home market, 
thereby helping to hold up home prices. The increased import of 
Taw products for the first nine months of 1896 shows itself first 
of all in the increased import of waste (Abfiillen) products. 
These went up from 406,495 tons in 1895 to 564,687 tons in 1896. 
The import of scrap and waste iron shows a large increase. In 
the column marking the increase of manufactured articles, we find 
iron, iron wares, drugs, apothecaries’ articles, colours, dyes, instru- 
ments, machines, linen yarns, and linen cloths. There was a 
notable falling off in the importations of cotton, woollen, flax, 
leather, and leather goods, and silk and silk wares. 

Most.of the raw stuff used in the textile industries shows a 
decrease. This corresponds to the depression in the export of 
textiles, trade with the United States being before and beyond 
all others responsible. Mr. Monaghan says that Germany looks 
longingly, at all times, toward the States, the largest and best 
market in the world for textiles. The rapid gain going on now 
for some years in other industries has not been eo fast, so large, 
or so certain in the textile centres, Chemnitz shows a falling off 
in the frst three quarters of 1896, as against the same period in 
1895, of 369,783; it has gone down from 2,373,000/. in 1890 
to 890,6972 in 1894, and 890,912/. in 1895. The compiler of 
the statistics gets cold comfort out of the fact that in 1895, 
5,160,067 tons of brown coal came in, while the first three quarters 
of 1896 saw 5,659,023 tons brought over the frontiers. This is not 
strange when one thinks of the high railroad freight rates to be 

id by German miners, while Bohemia sends hers along the 

Ibe from Bodenbach to Hamburg. The total imports for the 
first nine months of 1896 weighed 26,438,188 tons, against 
23,463,201 tons in 1895. The value thereof, for 1896, was 
168,050,0002, against 156,050,000 for 1895. The exports in 
raw iron went up from 93,822 tons in 1895 to 111,511 tons in 
1896. The export of iron rails keeps on increasing; it went up 
from 83,472 tons in 1895 to 92,902 tons in 1896, while the 
import of rails went down from 1,487 tons in 1895 to 108 tons 
in 1896, showing that the Empire supplies now its own demand. 
Almost the entire increase in exports is due to progress an! 
prosperity in the metal industries. 
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Nothing so strikes a stranger visiting German cities as the 
outward evidences of mercantile and manufacturing development. 
Everywhere one sees new mills in course of construction. In | t 
Chemnitz it is simply enormous, Besides ironware of all kinds, 
the increase in exports is due to instruments and machines of all 
kinds, and to copper, tin, and zinc wares. 
Hand in hand with all this, goes an increased demand for all | 
kinds of cerealz. The imports of wheat and rye went up, while 
the exports descended. ‘The Empire is rapidly changing from an 
agricultural to an industrial state. It is no longer possible for it | 
to produce agricultural supplies large enough to meet its own 
demands. It must buy abroad. : 
It lost heavily in exports of glasswares, because of bad com- 
mercial treaties, also in many kinds of leather wares and silk and 
woollen articles. The total exports for the first nine months of | 
1896 amounted to 18,705,950 tons, against 17,110,095 tons for re 
1895. The values were: For 1896, 134,400,000/.; for 1895, a | 
123,800,0002. ‘These values are based on 1895 prices. The 1 | 
amount for 1896 should be much more, for 1896 prices are con- i 
siderably higher than those of 1895, but they are not yet in a i 


condition to be used for statistical purposes. | 
Among the articles most certain to make their way to Germany, ; 
if properly handled (after American raw products, many of which, | 
euch as cotton, corn, and petroleum, the Empire must buy), are 
wooden wares of all kinds—carriages, desks, furniture, &c. 
Reller-top desks (the Standard) sell in Chemnitz for 14/.; office 
chairs, of wood, for 3/. 11s. to 5/. 2s. So, too, shoes should eell 
in larger quantities at profitable prices. Type-writers, mimeo- 
graphs—such as Edison’s—saws, files, biscuits, wafers, &c. | 
should also sell in large quantities at good prices. There is i 


only one way, though, to sell, and that is by showing the goods. 
Germans who have anything to sell, send out agents to show the 
goods, They hire stores, halls, ships, waggons, whatever is 
necessary, and show. So America, Africa, Asia, and the United i 
States are being covered as completely by this energetic, enter- 
prising people as any part of Europe. 
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' VIL—THE GERMAN SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


The Chemiker Zeitung in an article on the German Sugar 
Industry (reproduced in “ Kuhlow’s German Trade Review”), 
states that the recently published announcement of a meeting of 
the beet sugar manufacturers, at which fresh representations to 
the Government were adopted, allusion being made to the “critical 
situation of the industry,” has given rise in many quarters to the 
query of how there could be any need of. a “ rescue,” when only 
a few months back this service was thought to have been rendered 
in a most thoroughgoing and effectual manner by means of the 
new legislation on the sugar duties. The reply to this query is, 
that the sugar industry is indeed in need of being “ rescued,” i.c., 
saved from the consequences of the very Act passed for its salva- 
tion, such as have presented themselves in a very short time, and 
in a most serious form. For those unacquainted with the subject 
this assertion requires a few words by way of proof. At the time 
of the enactment of 1891, prescribing the reduction and gradual 
abolition of the German sugar bounties, when the experts called 
together to discuss the matter expressed serious doubts as to 
whether these measures were adapted to induce neighbours and 
competitors to enter 6n the same 'path, all their apprehensions 
were summarily disposed of by the then Secretary of the Treasury, 
by the assertion that it was an unquestionable fact that all the 
various States could apply their financial resources to better ends 
than granting sugar bounties, and they were consequently only 
waiting for Germany to take the first step, in order to at once 
fullow suit. Besides, it was said, the proposed regulation would 
also be a blessing to the industry itself, as the reduction of the 
premiums must naturally also bring with it a reduction in the 
production of sugar. 

As a matter of fact, things have, as is well known, turned out 
quite differently ; not a single country has followed the example 
of Germany in likewise reducing its bounties ; while, on the 
other hand, the sugar production has increased enormously, not 
only in most of the neighbouring countries, but also most especi- 
ally in Germany itself. When, therefore, as a consequence of*the 
enormous over-production of 1894—95 a crisis occurred, and prices 
of sugar, and along with them those of beets, fell considerably, 
. great dissatisfaction arose in the quarters affected, especially 
among the agriculturists, and a cry was raised for Government 
assistance. ‘The reasons given for requiring State intervention 
were: 1, That both the industry and agriculture were. in face of 
a catastrophe which menaced them with destruction, 2. That the 
high bounties granted by neighbouring countries, especially by 
Austria and I’rance, rendered impossible any competition on equal 
terms in the open market. 

Anyone who examines these reasons with unprejudiced mind 
would find very little in them. First of all, it was incorrect to 


] 
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speak of a catastrophe ; there was only a crisis, such as from 
time to time occurs in every branch of production, and such as 
an industry which, since 1884-85 had been favoured almost 
uninterruptedly with one splendid business year after another, 
must be prepared for and be able to bear. Further, by the time 
the agitation for obtaining State assistance had gained a firm 
footing, the really critical time had been got over, and the crisis 
had already entered on the natural process of remedying itself, 
which could only be retarded and interfered with by artificial 
interference of any kind. 

Again, as regards the high bounties given in Austria and 
France, completely inaccurate representations respecting these 
have not unfrequently been made and adhered to; the Austrian 
bounty—1°60 fl. per 100 kilos. of -raw sugar—was indeed higher, 
as such, than, the German bounty, but as soon as the total figure 
exceeded 5,000,000 fle. a corresponding return payment had to 
be made, which brought down the actual amount of the bounty 
during the seasons 1890-91 to 1894-95 to an average of 1°14 fis. 
The French bounties again were certainly high, but they were 
not premiums on export, but only on production ; and, further, 
the quantity of sugar brought into the open market by France 
was so unimportant they could in no way be said to exercise 
any determining influence. With an average production during 
the three seasons 1892-93 to 1894-95 of (in round figures) 
1,500,000 tons in Germany, 900,000 tons in Austria, and 650,000 
tons in France, the consumption in these countries amounted 
to about 585,000, 336,000, and 508,000 tons, and the export 
to 837,000, 480,000, and 127,000 tons respectively ; and of these 
127,000 tons France exported a very large portion to Mediter- 
ranean and Eastern countries, where it exercised little or no 
effect on the formation of the open market price. The French 
production during the last 20 years had risen from about 470,000 
to 650,000 tons, while that of Germany had advanced from about 
350,000 to 1,500,000 tons, and yet the French bounties were, 
notwithstanding this fact, said to have put and to be still putting 
it out of the power of Germany to compete, The evidence 
establishing the demand for Government assistance was thus 
plainly. very weak, but the agitation, carried on with great persis- 
tence, esp°rially on the part of the powerful agricultural interest, 
was able successfully to get over this defect, and to obtain the ear 
of the Government. : 

A scheme for proposed legislation, drawn up after manifold 
preparative consideration, was to bring about an improved 
state of matters, the following being its essential principles :— 
1. Diminution of the production by a preliminary restriction of 
the maximum total quantity to 14,000,000 metric centners. 
2. A duly distributed further “ Contingentirung” on the basis of 
the last five years, excluding the highest and lowest quantities of 
beets worked up. 3, A progressive and rapidly rising tax on 
manufacture, which, e.g., with a production of 20,000 m.-centners 
of sugar, should be fixed at 20 pf. per m.-centner, four times as 
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much as in the case of a productiun of only 5,000 m.-centners. 
4. A payment on export of 4 marks per 100 kilos. of raw sugar. 
5. An advance on the tax on consumption from 18 to 24 marks, 
aud in the Customs duty from 35 to 45 marks per 100 kilos. 

Now, although opinions might differ as to the correctness 
or applicability of the plan, it could not be denied that it was 
toa certain extent both logical and consequential, but the Act 
finally issued from the debates in the Reichstag in a ehape 
in every way derisive of the deliberations which had led to 
its promulgation, In the first place, the contingent was fixed 
at 17,000,000 (raw sugar equivalent) instead of 14,000,000 
m.-centners, an amount which up to then had only been attained 
by the production of the critical year 1894-95. The pernicious 
over-production was thus settled on as a permanency. Secondly, 
as regards further “Contingentirung,” the annual increase of 
“contingent ” (the maximum of which was to be double the 
increase in the home consumption, and hence dependent on 
cirumstances which did not admit of previous calculation) was 
not distributed equally among all the factories in proportion to 
the share of each in the total contingent of the previous year, but 
every factory can annually put in a claim on the total contingent 
equal to the average of the two highest figures of production out 
of the three preceding years. 

This method of arranging the “ Contingent” naturally stimulates 
the factories to over-production in the most fatal manner, inasmuch 
as each must endeavour, by increasing its output, to obtain-a 
corresponding share in the raising of the contingent, and so to 
secure the reward (instead of the punishment originally contem- 
plated) which now results from annually exceeding the amount 
of its contingent. The larger and the more capable of expansion 
a factory now is, the more easy will it be for it to go on in this 
direction, and thus an internecine warfare is set up, which will 
first of all affect the contingent of the smaller factories, and pro- 
claim the much vaunted “ protection of the weak ” an illusion. In 
addition, newly started factories, working up only beets grown by 
themselves, received at once the half-contingent, which others 
only obtain in the second year of their existence; the manner of 
arranging the contingent in this respect (as in many others) is 
injurious to those delivering purchased beets, and hence te the 
agriculturists. Thirdly, the tax on manufacture was fixed at so 
low a rate (up to 40,000 m.-centners, 10 pf.; rising 2} pf for 
every 10,000 m.-centners beyond that) that the total amount, 
calculated at about 3,000,000 marks, is of no importance to the 
State, and can have no practical effect whatever on the industry, 
while it has been pointed out that it is any way illogical, on the 
one hand, to seek to facilitate competition in the open market, 
and on the other, again to diminish, by means of a tax on manufac- 
ture, the greater capability of competition of the more cheaply- 
working larger concerns. Fourthly, the payment on export ‘was 
fixed at 2°50 marks for raw, and 3 marks and 3°55 per 100 kilos. 
for the two classes of refined. 
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Fifthly, the tax on consumption was only raised to 20 marks, no 
attention being paid to the well-founded wishes of. the Treasury, 
or to the requisite strengthening of the fiscal resources in face of 
the increasing demands created by the future larger payments of 
bounty. On the contrary, the increase of the tax on consumption 
was allowed to come into force immediately on the proclamation 
of the Act, and in this manner considerable injury was inflicted 
on consumers, dealers, and to some extent on refiners. 

In regard to refineries, the damage done to them by favour 
shown to the molasses-extracting factories may further be 
mentioned. For anyone producing 100 kilos. of white sugar 
from raw sugar, is now working up a raw material, the cost of 
which, in consequence of the legal bounty being raised from 
1 m, 50 to 2 m. 50, is increased by 1 m. 25 (as the inland price 
of raw sugar naturally also goes up 1 m. 25); he has therefore a 
just claim to the correspondingly raised premium for the white 
article, But anyone who produces 100 kilos. of white sugar from 
molasses is employing a raw material which is duty free, and not 
raised in price by any legislative enactment, and as the State has 
not burdened him with any additional outlay, there is no ground 
for claiming any increase of drawback, which otherwise acquires, 
if granted, the character of a special Government concession, In 
spite of this being so clear, the raw-sugar refineries were unable, 
in face of the greediness of a few interested individuals, to get 
through with their request that the favouring allowance hitherto 
granted to the molasses-extracting establishments (1 m. 25 per 
100 kilos.) might be allowed to remain unaltered. 

The legislation thus produced had hardly come into operation 
when its inevitable consequences also began to show themselves. 
First of all, the cpen maiket at once responded to the increased 
German bounties by corresponding fall in prices, so that the com- 
bined amount of market price and bounty received by the 
manufacturer was, ceteris paribus, no higher than before ; in other 
words, the total increase of burden for the benefit of the sugar 
industry does not profit that industry, but only supplies foreign 
buyers with cheaper sugar. At the same time, this rapid fall in 
prices sympathetically affected the sugar market almost every- 
where, the sugar trade suffered heavily, and confidence in the 
future of the article was seriously shaken. This explains the 

resent disorganisation of the foreign market, and also of the 
ome market, which is dependent on the movement of prices in 
the former, and which, in addition, was already overstocked with 
sugar of every kind before the coming into operation of the 
increased tax on consumption. Undoubtedl the new law 
on time bargains has very A on the position 
of the market, although.the extent of its effect is probably ove: + 
estimated. 

Then the expectation, that neighbouring countries would 
passively look on at the raising of the bounties by Germany, 

roved as deceptive as the idea, in 1891, that they would quishig 
ollow suit in reducing bounties; on the contrary, nearly all 
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competitors of Germany have either raised their bounties or are 
about to do so. The new premiums mostly already exceed those 
of Germany, and as the latter country is not in a position, for 
want of financial means, to go on with the conflict which she 
has commenced, her industry finds itself, as regards its com- 
petitors, in a much worse position than before the enactment of 
the new law. i 

Finally, in consequence of the unreasonable arrangements for 
“Contingentirung,” over-production has been further fostered 
and must necessarily continue to become greater and greater ; 
everyone seeks to get his share of the “ booty.” The existing 
factories are extending their cperations, and new ones are being 
projected and erected in such numbers that the greater part of 
the larger sugar machinery works are quite unable adequately to 
respond to the demands made upon them. New molasses-ex- 
tracting works are also being planned, in short, the quantity of 
sugar to be produced, the increase of which will both bring down 
prices and curtail the premiums of already existing factories, is 
becoming rapidly and quite menacingly greater. 

The fact that this state of things is even now dangerous, and 
will in the near future be destructive, is now recognised by the 
greater number even of those manufacturers who were the most 
actively concerned in bringing it about. As an instance of this, 
the meeting of raw-sugar manufacturers, referred to at the com- 
mencement of this article, resolved to petition Government for 
the enactment of more reasonable conditions of “ Contin- 
gentirung,” and the earliest possible starting of international 
negotiations for the abolition of both open and secret bounties. 

It would certainly be a happy thing for the German sugar 
industry if the status quo ante could be restored; but this is 
simply impossible, and the industry must put up with the reflection 
that its own over-greediness and want of foresight have laid it in 
chains from which it will not be so easily relieved by foreign 


assistance. 


The arrival of a crisis would be precipitated in case the 
extreme protectionist party should again, on coming into power in 


-the United States, use all the means at their command to restrict, 


and, if any way practicable, render impossible the importation of 
German beet-sugar. 
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VII.—NEW FRENCH SUGAR BILL. 


A despatch, date] 24th December Jast, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Paris, enclosing copy of a memorandum summaris- 
ing the chief points of a new Bill for granting bounties and 
raising the Customs and other duties on sugar which the Customs 
Commission propose to substitute for the Bill laid before the 
Chamber of Deputies on the 29th October last, an account of 
which was published on page 673 of the December number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal.” The following are the main 
provisions of the new Bill :— 

Article I. provides that from 1st September 1896 to let 
September 1898 native and colonial sugars, and sugars refined 
from raw native an colonial sugars temporarily admitted, shall 
receive the following bounties :— 

Four frs. per 100 kilos. of refined sugar for raw sugars in 
powder or crystals yielding 98 per cent. at least for beetroot 
sugars, or at least 97 per cent. for colonial sugars. 

Three frs. 50 cents. per 100 kilos. of refined sugar for raw 
beetroot sugars yielding 65 to 98 per cent., or colonial sugars 
yielding 65 to 97 per cent. 

Four fra. 50 cents. per 100 kilos. nett weight on candies and 
refined sugars in loaves or broken. 

Four frs. per 100 kilos. nett weight on refined sugars- in 
powder or crystals yielding at least 98 per cent. 

By Article II. a rebate (“detaxe de distance”) of 2 frs. 25 
cents. per 100 kilos, will be allowed to refined sugars imported 
from the French colonies on the Atlantic, and 2 frs. 50 cents. to 
sugars imported from other colonies, 

Article ILI. provides that 2 frs. per 100 kilos. will be allowed 
on raw French sugars sent from the French ports on the North 
Sea and in the Channel to refineries in French ports on the 
Atlantic and Mediterranean ; and the same rebate to any sugars 
forwarded from manufactories distant at least 250 kilometres. 

Article IV. provides— 

1, That a surtax of 2 frs. 50 cents. shall be imposed for the 
period terminating 1st September 1898 on refined sugar of all 
kinds liable to duty ; 

2. That a refining duty of 1 fr. 75 cents. per 100 kilos. on 
— sugar shall be imposed on candies, refined sugars, pieces, 

and 

3. That a duty (droit de fabrication) of | fr. shall be imposed 
on the manufacture of raw sugars. 

The Bill is preceded by the report of the Customs Commission 
of the Chamber of Deputies. It begins by stating that, in order 
to compete with the new bounties granted in Germany and 
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Austria, bounties must be granted to French sugars, unless the 
sugar industry is to be in future confined to the home market, 
and all idea of an export trade abandoned. é; 

The report adds that Austria has proposed an international 
Congress to examine the gradual abolition of bounties, but that 
before France can go into this Congress she must raise her 
bounties to the same level as those of foreign countries. 

The new law is defined as an act of defence against the attempt 
of other countries to destroy the French sugar industry, and as a 
measure “ de rétorsion” against the recent German and Austrian 
laws, and a reply to the German fighting bounties (“ primes de 

uerre ”), 

The EE have limited the duration of the law to 
September Ist, 1898, in order to show its willingness to take part 
in an itternational Congress, and its desire to see this Congress 
arrive at results which will be accepted by the sugar-producing 
countries of Europe. 

The report then states that the proposed law has a double 
object :— 

“ist. To protect the home market against foreign sugars; and 

2nd. To favour the exportation of native sugars. 

To obtain this two-fold result, it is proposed to raise the 
Customs duties on sugars and to grant bounties to sugars 
exported. 

The Commision calculate that the new bounties, rebates, &c. 
will entail an outlay of 18 million frs., which will be met by 
raising the excise duty (“droit de consommation”) from 60 frs. 
to 62 frs. 50 cents. per 100 kilos., and by imposing duties on the 
manufacture and refining of sugars. 

The report sums up, es follows, the stipulations to which the 
Government and the Customs Commission have agreed to ask the 
consent-of the Chamber of Deputies :— 

1. To vote a provisional law allowing France to join an inter- 
national Congress for the defence of the sugar industry. 

2. To grant bounties to all sugar exported from France. 

3. To raise the Customs duties on foreign sugars, and to extend 
the “surtaxe ” to sugars coming from foreign countries. 

4. To facilitate the use of native and colonial sugars in the 
refineries in the ports by granting to them rebates (“ détaxes de 
distance”); and 

5. To vote the resources necessary for the payment of these 
bounties and rebates, by establishing a surtax of 2 frs. 50 cents. 

r 100 kilos. on refined sugar. 

The Commission, however, ask the Chamber to vote higher 
bounties than the Gevernment propose, and to provide for tle 
increased expense of raising, not only the excise duty (droit de 
consommation), but also by establishing duties on the manufacture 
aud the refining of sugar; and the report states that the 
Government now acknowledge that the law, the Commission 
proposes, has the advantage of placing in their hands a more 
effective weapon for negotiation. 
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The report gives the history of the sugar legisiation in Germany 
as well as of that in France, and discusses at great length the 
various provisions of the new Bill with regard to the rates of 
bounties, duties, and rebates proposed. 

The annexes to the report include a summary of all foreign 
regulations with regard to sugar, with more especial reference to 
the recent German aud Austrian legislation, and also a table 
showing the sugar production of the vario1s French and foreign 
colonies, including those of Great Britain. 


IX.—AMERICAN ENTERPRISE IN CHINA. 


The “Railway Age” of Chicago states that efforts are being 
made to organise in that city a company for the purpose of 
constructing railways, electric roads and electric lighting plants, 
dredging harbours, &c., in China, on an extensive scale, and 
promoting trade between that country and the United States. 
The new concern is to be a competitor of the American Trading 
Company, which now controls most of the trade, and its promoters 
are said to have already secured large capital subscriptions. One 
item of its extensive scheme is said to be the construction and 
equipment from American shops of 2,300 miles of railway lines. 
There is no doubt that the recent visit of viceroy Li Hung to 
America has powerfully increased the disposition toward intro- 
ducing railways and other features of modern civilisation into the 
Chinese cmpire, and American manufacturers and railway builders 
will in time find there a large field for their enterprise. 
~ The “Iron -— notes that an American steel company 
has secured an order for 10,000 tons of steel rails from China. 
The first Chinese railway was known as the Shanghai-Woosung 
Railway, and was undertaken by an English company. It was 
of narrow gauge, only 2 feet 6 inches, and that portion of it 
extending from Shanghai to Kangwan, 9} miles, was completed 
and opened for business on June 30th, 1876. Objection was 
immediately made to its operation by many of the Chinese, who 
professed to fear all sorts of calamities from the introduction of 
the locomotive for the transportation of freight and passengers, 
and the clamour was so great that the Government purc the 
entire outfit for the purpose of abandoning it. This was done 
only a few months after trains began to run, and the residents of 
the locality returned to the use of their primitive methods of 
transportation. About five years afterwards a railway seven miles 
long was built to haul coal from the Kaiping mines, not far from 
Tientsin, but this was permitted to remain, as the inhabitants of 
that district regarded it with favour. The purchase of so large a 
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quantity of rails as that just made is a very significant cireum- 
stance, as it indicates that the Chinese Government is now about 
to engage in the construction of a line of some importance and 
perhaps of an extensive system of railways. Much was said 
after the Japanese war of the intention of the Government tc 
introduce modern methods of transportation, which had been so 


forcibly shown to be needed, but it was hardly spores that it 


would begin so soon. . The recollection.of the Shanghai- Woosung 
incident was naturally productive of considerable scepticism that 
the adverse sentiment towards railways among the Chinese would 
be disregarded or overruled by their Government. The rail 
order, however, effectually dispels all doubt that the work is to 
be undertaken. 

The “ Iron Age ” adds ** Americans feel much gratification that 
American steel rail manufacturers will furnish the track material 
for the initiatory stages of China’s real development. It may be 
at the sacrifice of profits, but the beginning thus made is auspicious 
for a much larger business in China, for not only steel rails but a 
wide range of manufactured products. The knowledge that 
American manufacturers are earnestly in the contest for foreign 
business will be of great service in the future. Instead of aaatle 
buyers depending solely on European makers for. supplies, and 


asking tenders from them alone, American manufacturers will be 


considered, and will have at least an opportunity to submit. bids. 
Not many years since Americans paid little attention to the 
prospect of the Chinese and Japanese becoming large consumers 
of iron and stecl. American costs were so high that only on the 
most highly finished products, in which Jabour-saving machinery 


could be effectively employed, was it possible for America to com- 


pete for foreign trade. But a revolution has been effected in this 


respect, and Aiserican manufacturers find themselves at last in a 


position to demand a share of the world’s business. Much of it 
has been done under stress, and perhaps the return of better 
times within the States may make foreign trade less desirable, 


‘but the connections which have been made may be expected to 


be retained in a measure. Unless domestic consumption in the 
near future increases amazingly, far surpassing all records, there 
will be a surplus available for export. If China is really destined 
to become an finporpaat consumer of railway material, the States 
should supply a large part of it.” 
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X,—_THE’ JAPANESE HIGH COUNCIL ON 
INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE* 


At the first conference, recently, of the High’ Industrial and 
Commercial Council of Japan, the Japanese Minister for Foreign 
Affairs in his speech’ carried his hearers back to the times, 
previous to 1881, when affairs relating to agriculture, commerce, 
and industry were separately controlled by the Departments of 
Home Affairs and of Finance. This arrangement ultimately 
proved unsatisfactory in view of the steady development’ of 
business, and because of ‘the obvious advisability of still. further 
promoting commerce. The “ Noshomusho” was organised that 
year on the model of the English Department of Agricultare. 
There was also a conviction at that time that as industrial and 
commercial affairs developed, committees should be appointed 
from among the people, in order to ascertain their opinions on 
these affairs, and thus by combined deliberation on the ‘part of 
the Government and the public, to reach definite conclusions on 
important topics both at home and abroad. The establishment of 
the present Industrial and Commercial Council must be considered 
an embodiment of that original idea, and consequently indicative 
of the progress of industrial and commercial ‘affairs in Japan. 
The Minister then alluded to the importance that industry and 
commerce play in the economy of a nation, and showed how the 
expansion of each country’s foreign commerce is’ absolutely 
necessary for maintaining the balance of power amorg nations 
and preserving peace in the world. Persuaded of the truth of 
these things he said that, so long as he continued to preside at 
the Foreign Office, he would not fail to pay the closest attention 
to all matters bearing on the expansion of Japan’s foreign trade, 
the balance between exports and imports, and the enforcement of 
the revised treaties. The Foreign Office would resolutely pursue 
a fixed policy in the discharge of its functions, and he was desirous 
that his hearers should keep these various points in view, and 
“ey themeelves energetically to development of business. 

r. Kaneko, Vice-Minister of Agriculture and ‘Commerce, and 
Mr. Shibusawa also delivered speeches, and the following. topics 
were announced for discussion at various times:— + 


No. 1.— To despatch Experts to make Surveys of the Routes 
leading Inland from the Yangtse-Kiang,’ China. 

The Yangtse-Kiang-is a large river running through the most 
prosperous district of China. Shanghai is situated near its mouth, 
while five inland ports already opened for foreign commerce, and 
two others newly opened in virtue of the Shimonoseki Treaty lie 
along the banks. Between the mouth and Ichang several com- 


* From information published in the “ Japan Weekly Mail.” 
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panies established by either natives or foreigners are engaged in 
various businesses, and steamers ply up and down the river. From 
Ichang to Chung-king, however, a steam service is not yet 
established, though, in virtue of the same treaty, Japan is 
entitled to open a service. The business offering must prove very 
profitable, and though natural as well as artificial obstacles exist, 
they need not prove deterrent. It is conceivable, therefore, that 
the benefits to be secured from the treaty concessions may not be 
fully obtained until thorough researches have been carried out by 
competent experts along this special route. 


No. 2.—Monetary Mechanism Abroad. 


Foreign trade can not be satisfactorily developed unless proper 
monetary mechanism be established abroad. In view of this 
consideration the Government is urging the Specie Bank of 
Yokohama to extend the scope of its business and to increase the 
number of its branch offices or agencies in foreign countries. But 
that does not seem to satisfy public requirements, judging from 
representations repeatedly made to the authorities on the subject 
of insufficient financial facilities for Japanese in the West. The 
opinions of the Council on the proper methods of satisfying this 
public need are requested. 


No. 3.— To establish Bonded Warehouses, subject to the 
Control of the Customs. 


The establishment of warehouses of such a character that 
commodities stored there may be exempted temporarily from 
payment of import duties, and to arrange that these warehouses 
may issue to owners of goods warehouse receipts which, if neces- 
sary, can be used for raising money, the warehouses being under 
the control of the Customs, could not fail to prove highly bene- 


ficial to foreign trade The opinion of the Council on this subject 
is requested. 


No. 4.—To expand the Markets for Staples of Export. 

Though the export trade of Japan shows steady growth, it is 
not yet so far developed that Japanese goods are sent to all the 
important markets of the world. If, occasionally, access is 
obtained to a new market, it is,as a rule, soon closed against 
Japanese goods. This serious defect in the foreign trade of 
Japan is generally traceable to the sale of shoddy goods at high 
prices, or to the fact that consumers in foreign countries are not 
well informed about the real worth and cost of Japanese goods. 
To correct that defect, it seems desirable to exhibit samples of 
Japanese commodities free of charge at Japanese consulates, 
public or private museums, chambers of commerce, and trust- 
worthy stores kept by Japanese or aliens and to make the places 
of exhibition cerve for the direct purchase of Japanese goods by 
foreigners. The opinions of the Council as to the advisability 
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of this plan, and if so, the methods of carrying it out, are 
requested, 


No. 5.—About Foreign Correspondence. 


Japanese consuls abroad are required to report constantly on 
the condition of the markets and so forth, these reports affording 
no small benefit to Japanese merchants and producers. However, 
in view of the steady progress of Japan’s foreign trade, more 
prompt and perfect means of providing intelligence are deemed 
necessary. What methods would be best adapted for the 
purpose ? 


No. 6.—Marine Insurance. 


In expanding foreign trade the three mechanisms of steam, 
marine insurance, and banking service must be properly provided. 
The Japanese marine insurance companies chiefly confine them- 
selves to insuring cargo and ships engaged in the coasting trade, 
and leave those connected with foreign trade to the care of 
foreign marine insurance companies, a fact that cannot fail to 
impede transactions of foreign trade to no small extent. What 

rocesses should be devised for developing Japanese marine 
insurance business with special reference to foreign trade ? 


No. 7.— Control and Protection of Mechanics. 


With the development of Japan’s industry the old method of 
household manufacture must sooner or later give way to factory 
systems. It is therefore advisable at this juncture to devise 
means for maintaining cordial relations between employers and 
one and to preserve the proper balance between labour and 
capital, to the end that the interests of the two classes may be 
permanently preserved and the creation of troubles may be pro- 
vided against. To what extent may contrivances of the kind be 
devised and by what processes ? 
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XI—THE TOBACCO MONOPOLY OF JAPAN. 


In an article on the proposed tobacco monopoly in Japan, the 
“Japan Weekly Mail” states that of all the fiscal measures sub- 
mitted by the Government to the Diet last session, and approved 
by that body, perhaps the most ‘important and interesting was the 
scheme for establishing an official monopoly of the sale of leaf- 
tobacco. Similar means of raising a revenue are employed in 
other countries, as France, Turkey, Austria, and so forth, but the 
conditions existing in Japan are so different that the plan to be 
applied there must also vary,.and in view of that fact, as well as 
of the magnitude of the financial issue involved—an addition of 
10 million yen annually to the public funds—the Government’s 
proposals have undergone considerable scrutiny since they received 
the approval of the Legislature and the sanction of the Sovereign. 

The result of the scrutiny appears to be distinctly unfavourable, 
for reasons so obvious that their public discussion presents. no 
difficulty. 

Briefly stated, the programme is this: — All tobacco-leaf 
grown in the country is to be delivered to the Government at 
prices fixed by the latter, who will then store it and subsequently 
sell it at specified rates to manufacturers and others. Growers, 
or intending growers, are required to send in, by the end of April 
each year, notices of the area of land to be devoted to cultivation, 
and must obtain official permission, for the Government, in order 
to regulate the supply of leaf, reserves to itself competence to 
limit the area of cultivation. The delivery of the leaf into the 
Government’s stores is to be effected by the end of March every 
year. A grower is not permitted to keep back any part of his 
produce, whether for his own use or for sale, unless he intends to 
export the leaf, in which case he can obtain a permit exempting 
him from the obligation of selling the tobacco to the Government. 
It is further provided that the collection and purchase of the 
leaves will be effected by special offices established at convenient 
places throughout the country. The system will go into force 
from January Ist, 1898, and from the same date the existing 
Tobacco Tax Regulations will cease to be operative, so that the 
sale of manufactured tobacco will thenceforth be conducted with- 
out the use of stamps. 

Such are the salient features of the programme. By it the 
Government becomes, in effect, a colossal trader in leaf-tobacco, 
and engages in the operations of buying and selling that staple 
to the full extent of its production throughout the whole empire. 
Obviously, two things are indispensably necessary to a merchant 
undertaking business on such a scale; the first is capital, the 
second, expert knowledge. 

As to the former, the Government, having free access to the 
public funds, can command whatever amount is required. But 


| 
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there can be no question that the smaller the capital sum involved 
in the operation, the better for the interests of the Treasury. It 


is not difficult to estimate, with close approximation to the truth, - 


the amount that must be expended at the outset, but it may be 
advantageous to examine also some other phases of the question. 
The expert knowledge available for the purposes of the buyers 
offers itself for consideration in the first place. : Japanese tobacco 
_varies greatly in quality, no two years giving like results, and it 
moreover, presents an excey/tional number of kinds.’ More than 80 
different varieties are recognised by dealers, their values rangi 
from 4 yen to 40 yen per picul.* Obviously, the Government wi 
require experts competent to judge and assess all these different 
kinds, and on the nape of the experts will virtually depend the 
suecess-or failure of the scheme. The Government, it is alleged, 
does not command the services of such experts, and certainly it 
cannot hope to train them, for, in the first place, tobacco is one 
of the most difficult of all articles to judge; and, in the second, 
competent experts will be required from the very outset, for, on 
January ist, 1898, the Government wili have to buy all the stock 
of tobacco leaf then found in the country. A huge transaction 
it will be. The annual produce of the leaf in Japan averages 
1,200,000 piculs, and as there will certainly be one-third of the 
stock of 1897 remaining unmanufactured at the beginning of 
1898, the total amount to be purchased will be 1,600,000 piculs. - 
The next point of importance is that Japanese tobacco is 
eminently liable to deterioration. The damage may come at any 
time, but is most to be apprehended shortly after the leaf is baled. 
Loss from that source may be limited by careful attention, but 
cannot be altogether prevented, and may be moderately estimated 
at from 20 to 25 per cent. That item must, of course, be 
included in any general statement of the enterpriser’s accounts. 
Moreover, on the Governmerit will devolve the duty of preserving 
equilibrium between supply and demand, the natural law being 
supplanted by official control. A large surplus of stock in hand 
would mean certain loss, for, as has been pointed out, Japanese 
tobacco does not improve by keeping, but deteriorates in colour 
and quality alike. The opinion of ‘persons thoroughly competent 
to judge is that, under ordinary circumstances, the proposed 
system will result in a yearly accumulation of damaged and 
unsaleable leaf, and the accumulation growing steadily, will at 
last eat up the capital originally invested. In this context it 
must be remembered that there is no export outlet of any con- 
sequence. England is the only market open to the Japanese 
roduct, and English manufacturers consume only some 7,000 
bales (14,000 piculs) yearly, out of an estimated production of 
1,200,000 piculs. 
To the radical defects of the system, must be added another 
of a scarcely less serious character. It might naturally have been 


supposed that, in organising a monopoly, every possible precaution 


* Picul = 183} lbs. avoirdupois, 
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would have been odovted to prevent leakage of revenue, already 
a source of considerable loss under the present stamp-tax system. 
But we find, on the contrary, that one of the most vital safe- 
uards is neglected. For anybody is allowed to buy leaf-tobacco 
rom the Government, and of course to re-sell it, a wide gate 
being thus opened for illicit dealing and smuggling. The only 
persons debarred from purchasing are the growers, but it is easy 
to foresee that combinations of the simplest character between 
wers and non-growers will provide a ready route for evading 
the law. A grower may keep back a large part of his produce, 
acting in collusion with a non-grower, and the latter, having 
purchased a small quantity of leaf from an official store, will be 
in @ position to incorporate it with the former’s illicitly retained 
produce. These dangers might have been avoided by providing 
that no leaf should leave the Government’s hands unless its 
immediate destination was a factory, but no such precaution 
seems to have occurred to the drafters of the scheme. 

Moreover, by allowing transactions in leaf-tobacco, the autho- 
rities have cut themselves off from the source whence they might 
have obtained a supply of expert advice, namely, tobacco mer- 
chants and middl¢-men with whom all the experience lies. These 
will be arrayed against the official monopolist, since it will 
naturally be their interest to buy all the best leaf from the 
Government’s warehouses and leave the rubbish. Indeed, it is 
stated to he precisely from the experts that the most unfavourable 
predictions come about the working of the scheme. 

Referring now to the outlay that will be required to work the 
monopoly as planned by the Government to raise a revenue of 
10,000,000 yen annually, the figures seem to stand thus :— 


Yen. 
Cost of purchasing 1,600,000 piculs (being 
the stock remaining from 1897, together 
with the new crop of 1898), at 8 yen per 
Cost of erecting storehouses - - 1,000,000 


Total - - - - - 13,800,000 


Interest on working capital at 5 per cent. - 690,000 
Working expenses, calculated at 74 per cent. | 

of 10,000,000 yen © 
Annual loss by damage and dead stock, 

calculated at 25 per cent. on a yearly 

production of 1,200,000 piculs at 8 yen 

per picul - - 2,400,000 


Total annual outlay - - - 3,840,000 


or nearly 40 per cent. of the revenue. 
This calculation is made on the hypotheses that capable experts 
are obtainable, and that the tobacco-leaves when sold have the 
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same weight as when purchased by the Government. But, in 
practice, the latter supposition would prove untenable, for a loss 
in weight of at least 15 per cent., and sometimes as much as 
30 per cent., must be anticipated. 

It seems impossible to predict anything but failure for such 
a plan as the above. ‘The drafters of the measure do not appear 
to have paid sufficient attention to the experience of other 
countries, where tobacco is turned into a special eource of State 
revenue. It is true that France has a régie, or monopoly, but 
she retains the leaf and undertakes the task of manufacturing it ; 
and as she grows little herself, relying chiefly on outside sources, 
she has no difficulty in preserving equilibrium between supply 
and demand. The same is true of Austria and Italy, and as for 
Turkey, she farms ker tobacco to a company, imports little, and 
has a large export to all parts of the world. In short, Japan’s 
case is differentiated from the cases of all other States practising 
the monopoly system by the fact that, while they either obtain 
their supply from abroad or export their surplus, she is without 
any such safety-valve. 
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XIT—JOINT STOCK COMPANIES IN INDIA. 


gcotding to a report of the Finance and Commerce Depart- 
ment of the Government of India which has been supplied to the 
Board of Trade, the number of companies and the capital invested 
in them regen as follows at ene end of each of the last two 


years 

— 1894-95. 1895-96. 
Number of companies - . 1,204 1,309 
Nominal:capital: - Rx. 38,158,518 41,891,447 
Paid-up capital - - Rx. 27,668,773 29,387,279 


There was thus an increase of 105 in the number of companies, 
being at the rate of 87 per cent., and of Rx. 3,732,929 in the 


nominal capital, being at.the rate of 9°8 per cent. 


The following table shows the number of companies and the 
amount of paid-up capital in each of the provinces in the last 


two years 


Provin- 
Number of Increase | cial Pro- 
Paid-up Capital. or __|portionof 
Companies. Decrease) Paid-up 
Province. per Cent. Capital 
in Capital! to all 
in Paid-up 
ai 1895-96. Capital in 
1894-95,| 1895-96.| 1894-95. | 1895-96. 1805-26, 
- 508 560 (12,537,148 13, 143,632 4°8 44°7 
Bombay - 264 295 {10,913,857 ‘ll ,667, "426 + 6°9 39°7 
Madras - - 206 217 1,922,616 | 2,041,162 + 6°17 7°0 
North - Western 

Provinces and 

Oudh - ~ 61 64 931,802 | 1,122,639 +20°5 3°8 
Panjab - - 20 26 478,100 522,761 | + 9°3 1°8 
Burma - 16 17 171,974 182,997 + 6°4 "6 
Central Pioviews 12 12 264,607 266,365 + °66 °9 
Assam - - 2 2 1,116 1,142 | + 2°3 — 
Mysore - 105 105 369,056 360,516 | — 2°3 12 
Hyderabad aa 

signed Districts 3 3 2,991 2,991 _ _ 
Ajmere-Merwara - 7 8 75,506 75,648 | + °19 3 

Total - - | 1,204 1,309 27,668,773 |29,387,279 | + 6°2 100 


The foregoing table shows that the increase in paid-up capital 


in the year was Rx, 1,718,506: in 


Bombay, Rx. 753 569 in 
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Bengal, Rx. 606,484, and in Madras, Rx. 118,546. Bombay and. 
Bengal between them have between 84 and 85 per cent. of: the: 
whole paid-up capital. There. was a relatively large increase in‘ 
the North-Western. Provinces and Oudh (Rx. 190,837), but: it 
was in. some measure due to the. inclusion of Rx. 87,800, the: 
paid up capital of the Dehra Dun Tea Company, Limited, the: 
registered office of which ounqane was transferred. during the 
year from Bengal.to the North-Western. Provinces and Oudh. |. 

. The largest.. number. of companies registered in. Bengal, . 
but the rativ of capital. to the number of companies is «much 
higher in Bombay. This ratio varies greatly in ‘the different. 
provinces, as-will be-seen from the subjoined figures of the average~ 
capital of each company :— 


Rx. 
Bombay - - saad - 39,550 
Central Provinces - 22,197. 
North-Western Provinces and OQudh - 17,541 
Burma - - - - - 10,764 
Madras - - - 9,406 


The two companies registered in Assam have a capital for both 
of only Rx. 1,142. 

The reason why capital in Bengal is, compared with Bombay, in 
such small proportion to the number of companies is to be found. 
in the mushroom growth in the last two or three years of so-called 
_ provident” companies in some of the eastern districts, As 
many a3 179 such companies have been registered since 1893, with 
an aggregate paid-up capital of only Rx. 7,579, giving an average 
of under Rx. 43 to each company. Only one out of the whole 
number has declared a paid-up capital of Rx. 1,200, and only two 
others reach as much as Rx. 700. All the others that have a 
paid-up capital show even more trifling sums, while as many as 
101 have no paid-up capital at all. The number of registrations 
of such companies has, however, fallen off, only 28 having been 
registered last year, against 87 in 1894-95, and 64 in 1893-94, 
In regard to these companies the following remarks occur in the 
report on the working of the Act in Bengal :— 

“The year under review may be characterised by the opening 
of a kind of provident funds quite unknown to the people of 
Bengal, such as ‘Reen Sodh Funds’ (which literally means 
liquidation of debts), ‘'Tingriha-nirman Sahaya Samiti’ (literally 
meaning a fund to help the erection of tin or corrugated iron 
sheds), and ‘ Krisi Sahaya Bhandar ’ (meaning a fund to help 
agricultural works). It is also remarkable that there were ten 
marriage funds with thé, express object of affording help to the 
shareholders on occasions of marriage of their children.” 

In Madras, and also in Mysore, the small proportion of capital 
to the number of companies is due to the application in recent 
years of the principle of limited liability to swarms of small 
money-lending concerns—pawnshops in fact. In Burma many 
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companies have started with small capital for the ccnstruction 
and maintenance of bazaars, which is a favourite and profitable 
form of native enterprise in that province. 

With regard to the distribution of the aggregate capital in the 
— classes of joint stock enterprise, there are 480 banking, 
oan, and insurance companies, with a paid-up capital of 
Rx. 4,135,622 ; 222 trading companies, with a paid-up capital of 
Rx. 4,099,812; 322 companies for the working of mills and 
presses, whose total paid-up capital amounts to Rx. 13,687,799 ; 
172 tea and other planting companies, with a paid-up capital of 
Rx. 3,674,464; and other companies divided as follows :-— 


No. Paid-up Capital. 
Rx. 
Mining and quarrying - - - 63 1,928,798 
Ice manufacture - - - - 11 172,827 
Sugar manufacture - - - 6 223,299 
Breweries - - - 3 170,000 
Other - - - - - 30 1,299,658 


Over 46 per cent. of the paid-up capital is invested in mills and 
resses, chiefly for working or pressing cotton, jute, wool, and silk. 
The greater number of these are registered in Bombay, that 
Presidency representing under this head a paid-up capital of 
Rx. 8,835,680, being nearly two-thirds of the whole, most of it 
invested in cotton mills and presses. Rx. 3,102,332 represent the 
paid-up capital invested in mills and presses registered in Bengal, 
a large number of them being jute mills and presses. 

These figures are still quite trifling, but it is hoped that future 
returns will include an increasing number of companies locaily 
formed for the construction of railways. 

In tea, coffee, and other plantations Rx. 3,674,464 of paid-up 
capital are invested, of which Rx. 3,419,037 are held in Bengal, 


most of the tea companies working gardens in Northern and 


Eastern India being registered in Calcutta. 

Of the Rx. 1,923,798 invested in mining and quarrying 
companies, Rx. 1,704,495 are in companies registered in Bengal, 
of which Rx. 930,088 are in coal-mining companies, and about 
Rx. 690,000 in gold-mining companies. ; 
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XIII.—COMBINATIONS OF CAPITAL AND THE 
CANADIAN TARIFF COMMISSION.* 


Although the freedom of trade has been often violated, its 
preservation is generally regarded as in the interests of the com- 
munity. The effect of capital combinations upon the industrial 
and social condition of a country may be, in some respects, the 
subject of controversy, but the highest tribunals in different 
countries, after careful investigation, have repeatedly decided 
against the combinations. In 1888 a committee appointed by the 
Canadian House of Commons, after receiving extensive evidence 
as to the alleged combinations to control various commodities, 
reported as follows:—That evils produced by combinations such 
as have been inquired into have not by any means been fully 
developed as yet in Canada, but sufficient evidence of their 
injurious tendencies and effects is given to justify legislative 
actions for suprfressing the evils arising from these and similar 
combinations and monopolies. 

Legislation was afterwards passed based upon this recommen- 
tion, and in 1892 the laws against combinations were incorporated 
in the criminal code. The criminal law of Canada decrees 
penalties for illegal trade combinations, reaching in the instance 
of a corporation as high as 10,000 dols., or in other cases imposes 
a fine of from 200 dols. to 4,000 dols., or two years’ imprison- 
ment. Anyone commits an indictable offeuce who combines— 

“(a.) To unduly limit the facilities for transporting, producing, 
manufacturing, supplying, storing, or dealing in any article or 
commodity which may be made the subject of trade or commerce. 

“(b.) To restrain or injure trade or commerce in relation -to 
any such article or commodity. 

“(e.) To unduly prevent, limit, or lessen the manufacture or 
production of any such article or commodity, or to unreasonably 
enhance the price thereof. . 

“(d.) To unduly prevent. or lessen competition in the produc- 
tion, manufacture, purchase, barter, sale, transportation, or supply 
in any such articles of commerce or in the price of insurance upon 
person 

The “ Toronto Times” says: “If combinations in restraint of 
trade were not to-day openly conducted, it might be thought, 
from the absence of prosecutions under this law, that they had 
ceased to exist. Legislation has failed in Canada to suppress 
monopolies, and in other countries legal enactments have seemingly 
proved as inoperative, although repeated efforts have been made to 
secure judicial interference. The combinations and trusts have 
through the possession of immense wealth been able to secure the 
services of the most able jurists in framing their articles of 


* Based on articles in the Toronto “ Monetary Times.” 
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incorporation, and defending their causes before the courts. An 
adverse decision has been followed in almost every instance by 
technical alterations in constitution, and in this way the objects of 
the Legislature have been defeated. 

“The existence of a number of Canadian combinations depends 
upon the tariff. At present the tariff is arranged to assist the 
development of certain industries and protect them from ‘the 
competition of foreign producers. This protection is given by 
the grace of the people, and not through the vested rights of the 
protected manufacturers. If certain industries are conducted in 
contravention of the laws of the country and in opposition to the 
well-being of the citizens, what is more reasonable ‘than that the 
community should withhold from these industries the ‘boon of 
protection. The Government should trace the relation between 
the tariff and the combinations, and those industries in which 
domestic competition has been destroyed might well be thrown 
open, in part or wholly, to the competition of foreign producers. 

“ Commissions to inquire into the operation of tarifts with a view 
to their revision are not new; though a commission of experts, 
which is suggested in the United States, if the word expert’ be 
used in its hest sense, would be a novelty. In the meantime 
Canada is not departing from the methods which have been in 
vogue for some time, in resorting to a commission composed of 
some members of the Government for this purpose. A commis< 
sion of experts would give promise of a’ scientific tariff, for 
which, however, there is no reason to believe that the country is 
prepared. 

“ Any tariff inquiry, to be effective, must take into view the 
general bearings of the trade of the country. The principal 
trade of Canada is with two countries, the United States and 
Great Britain. How does the actual tariff bear upon the trade 
with these two countries? Those who affirm that the - tariff 

_ discriminates against Great Britain can confidently appeal to the 
facts in support of their statement. Of the goods imported into 
Canada from the United States in 1894-95 less than 26. millions 
of dollars (25,795,538 dole.) paid duty, while nearly 29 millions 
(28,338,983 dols.) were admitted free. In other words, far more 
than half the goods imported from the United States paid no 
duty at all. At the same time, only about-one-third the imports 
from England were free: the figures being, free goods, 7,819,826 

dols., while the dutiable goods were valued at 23,311,911 dols. 
So far as the goods consist of raw materials, the trend of the 
trade is natural, and its operation beneficial; but it does not 
follow that a system which opens the door. to free admission of 
tle manufactures of one country, though for the purpose of 
entericg into other manufactures, while those of all others aré 
charged with duties, is economically sound or politically just. 

“Tt does not follow either that there was a set design to dis- 
criminate against British goods, though such was the effect of the 
operation of the tariff. To a large extent the tariff makes 
Ameritan manufacturers partners with Canadian manufacturers. 
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It is done in this way: The Americans send into Canada 
materials of manufacture, wrought up int different stages, some 
of them being complete in themselves, but capable of entering 
into other manufactures. As a rule, these American manufac- - 
tures are in the free list, The Canadian manufacturer works 
them up into what he makes ; and on these manufactures no duty 
is paid at either end. English manufacturers do not largely 
supply Canadian manufacturers with materials wrought to different 
degrees of completion, and the gross inequality in the distribu- 

tion of the duties, which has been noted, results. That the 
| actual discrimination was intentional, it is not necessary to assert ; 

it is very real, nevertheless. This favour, being extended only to 
yap Canadian manufacturers, others are asking that it be extended 
to them. 

“ Another form of dis¢rimation incidental to the present tariff 
operates as between provinces. Ontario pays duty on more goods 
than she gets in free (16,096,829 dole. against 13,621,197 dols.) ; 
in Quebec, though the total figures are very much larger, the 
free goods are not much more than a million less than the dutiable 
ates In Manitoba the dutiable goods are twice as great as the 

ree. Is there any compensation for this inequality between the 
provinces? The inequality arises largely out of the operation of 
the tariff as it affects manufactures. Are- these virtual discrimi- 
nations due to natural causes or are they the result of the tariff? 
This inquiry lies at the root of the tariff question”” - iets 


: j 
- 
j 
j 


48 THE TRADE OF MOMBASA. (Jan. 1897. 


XIV.—THE TRADE OF MOMBASA. 
East Africa from Upper Egypt to Zanzibar, is, according to a 


writer in the “Economiste Frangais,” gralually acquiring an 
economic importance as much from the point of international 
commerce as from the import and export of goods to and from 
the interior of this portion of the Dark Continent. The number of 
dwelling-houses of stone as well as other material is rapidly in- 
creasing and is giving rise to a rather important trade in buildin 
material. The importation at Mombasa of these goods, for whic 
high — are realised, has much increased, consequent, doubtless, 
on the inauguration of the works for the Mombasa-Uganda 
Railway, and the presence of 2,000 coolies. 

According to a report of Mr. A. Marsdeu, Chief of Customs at 
Mombasa (Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1771), the chief 
exports from that place are ivory, rubber, live stock (cattle and — 

oats), grain, copra, gumcopal, hides and horns, and borities ; the 

tter being the name given to logs obtained from the mangroves 
in the creeks and swamps of the East African Coast, es gai 
for beams and for the general framework of native African huts. 

The exports of ivory from Mombasa have been on a very 
limited scale, owing to the trade routes from the interior having 
been blocked to a great extent, but there is reason to believe 
that a considerable quantity has been buried up-country, and will 
be brought down to the coast now that the routes are almost 
freed from the dangers of attack by rebels. 

Lamu and Kismayu, on the other hand, have received an 
increased quantity of ivory, the value of ivory exported from the 
latter port having been 41,822 rupees in 1895, as compared with 
Rs. 37,442 in 1894, 

The rubber trade is steadily increasing, and in Lamu the 
- season has been a particularly good one, showing a much larger 
return than any preceding period; the quality is of the best, as 
that which is found to be adulterated with sand or bark is con- 
fiscated. 

With regard to the general import trade, the improvement is 
more apparent than os showing an increase of 50 per cent. over 


any corresponding period in former years, but this impetus is 
doubtless a as in the case of building material, to the necessities 


of the railway administration staff at Mombasa. 

Since the Protectorate was declared, one English and one 
German firm, both established in Zanzibar, have opened branch 
houses in Mombasa, and there are now three English and one 
German firm trading in the town, besides a considerable number 


of Indian traders. 
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XV.—IMPORT DUTIES IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
ON DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINERY AND 


ELECTRIC LAMPS. 


The following statement, showing -the rates of import duty 
leviable on dynamo-electric machinery and electric lamps in the 
principal European countries and India, has recently been pre- 


pared by the Board of Trade :— 


English Equivalents. 


Countries and Tariff Classification. Rates of Duty. 

Austria-Hungary :— Fi. Kr. £s. d. 
Dynamo-electric machines - - | 100 kilos. 5 00 | Cwt. 061 

Belgium :— 

Dynamo electric machinery : 
‘The duties are assimilated to those 
on machines and machinery of all 
kinds which are— -  Frs. ets. 
Machinery of cast iron - | 100 kilos. 200 | Cwt. 0 0 9 
Machinery of wrought iron or 
steel - - 1 7 
Machinery of copper or other 

Bulgaria . - 1 val. 105 */, 

Denmark :— Kron. Ore 
Dynamo-electric machines - Pund* 0 02, Cwt. 024 
Electric lamps - . - According to material of which 

France :— composed. 
Dynamo-electric machines weighing— 

5,000 kilos. and more, containing at Frs. cts. 

least 50 per cent. of castiron - | 100 kilos. 12 00 | Cwt. oO 4 10% 
5,000 kilos. and more containing . ‘ 

less than 50 per cent. of cast iron ” 20 00 iy oss: 
From 2,000 to 5,000 kilos. contain- 

ing at least 50 per cent. of cast 

iron 18 00 07 4 
From 2,000 to 5,000 kilos. contain- 

ing less than 50 per cent. of cast 

iron - ap 00 08 2 
From 1,000 to 2,000 kilos. - 00 0 8 2- 
From 50 to 1,000 kilos, 30 00 012 2 
From 10 to 50 kilos. - - « 5 80 00 “A 112 6. 


Conductors for dynamo-electric ma- 
chines and detached pieces, such as 
metal coils, surrounded by insulated 
copper, worked parts of copper 
weighing less than 1 kilo., num- 
bered and marked, fitted together 
or not for electric machines weigh- 


ing-~ 
More than 2,000 kilos. 4 - 
From 1,000 to 2,000 kilos. 
From 200 to 1,000 kilos. - 
From | to 200 kilos. - 
Less than 1 kilo. - - 


” 85 00 » 014 
” 40 00 ” 016 3 
45 00 0 18 3 
60 00 1 4 5 
” 75 00 ” 110 6 


95322. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
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Coantries and Tariff Classification. 


Rates of Duty. | English Equivalents. 


France— cont. 

Electric lamps— 

Incandescent lamps of glass— 

With their mountings - - 

Not with mountings 

Arc lamps (regulators) - - 
Germany :— 

Dynamo-electric machines (so far as 
they cannot be described as “ Loko- 
motiven ”’ or “ Lekomobilen ”)— 

iron - 

Do., Do., wrought i iron 

Do., Do., of other common metai_ - 

Electric lamps— 

Incandescent (Gluh) lamps of glass 
in conjunction with other mat- 
erials so far as the same cannot 
be classed as hardwares, &c. with 
the exception of cases in which 
platinum wire is used ~ 

Electric are (“ Bogen’’) lamps ond 


other electric lamps - 
Greece :— 
Dynamo-electric machines - 
Electric lamps— 
Ifofglass- - - 


If of plain porcelain - 
If of coloured or 


Holland :— 
Dynamo-electric machinery 
Electric lamps and appliances for 
electric lighting not 
the machinery 


Italy :— 
Dynamo-electric machines— 
Weighing up to 1,000 kilos. - ~ 
Do., more than 1,000 kilos. - 
Detached parts of dynamo-cleetrie 


machines 
Electric lamps of 5 sata brass steel, 
or iron 


Do., Do., of other materials - 


Norway :— 
Dynamo-electric machinery 
Electric lamps - 
Portugal :— 


Electric apparatus and 
whatever purpose - 


Electric lamps - - - 
Roumania :— 

Dynamo-electric machines - 

Electric lamps - - - 
Russia :-— 

Dynamo-electric machines of all kinds 

Electric lamps « - 


Frs. cts. 

100 kilos 350 00 | Cwt. 
» 700 00 » 
60 00 


caw & 


” 


3 00 
5 00 
8 00 


ooo 


” 24 00 ” 012 2 


According to material of which composed. 


Free. Free. 
Dr. 1. 
Oke 1 00 Cwt. 112 0 
100 Okes 50 00 016 
” 200 00 3 40 


According to material of which made. 


Free. Free. 
5 °/, ad val. 5 °/, ad val. 
Lire cts. 
100 kilos. 25 00 Cwt. 010 2 
16 00 0 6 6 
” 25 00 ” 0 10 2 
po 30 00 012 2 


Acccrding to material of which made. 


Free Free 
According to material of which chiefly 
made. 


30 °/, ad val. ad val. 

to material w made. 

b. 
Free. 

100 kilos” ‘50 00 | Cwt. 
bls. cop. 

Poud 1 40 ao 013 9 

” 6 00 » 219 1 
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| Countries and Tariff Classification, | Rates of Duty. | English Equivaleats, 


Spain :— ‘ Pes. cts. 
Dynamo-electric machines ~- - | 100 kilos. 18 50 
Electric lamps : chargeable epee 

lamps according to material of whic 
composed, as follows :— 
Of copper - 


on 
oR 


es 


» east iron - - 


oss 


» Wrought iron 


» tin-plate - - 


noe 


>, other common metals 


$5.55 
ss 
COS Ow 


ge°ge 


ow 


porcelain = - - ” 


» glassanderystal - = - “4 


8 
8 
to 


Sweden :— 
Dynamo-electric machinery - 
Electric lamps - - - | Kilog. 1 


& 


| 
Dynamo-electric machines - - | 100 kilos. 4 00 | 
Electric lamps - - 6 00 5 
‘Turkey - -| 8°, ad val. 8 °/, ad val. 
United States :— 
-electric machines - . 35 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
ic lamps, of metal - - 35 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 
” » Of glass - - 35 °/, ad val. 35 °/, ad val. 


INDIA. 


| 
of Daty. 


Machinery, namely, prime-movers and component parts thereof, ) 


_ including boilers and component parts thereof; also including 
locomotive and portable engines, steam-rollers, fire-engines, and 
other machines in which the prime mover is not separable from 
the operative parts - - - 

Machinery (and component parts thereof), meaning machines or 
sets of machines to be worked by electric, steam, water, fire, or 
other power not being manual or animal labour, or which before 
being brought into use require to be fixed with reference to other 
moving parts, and which are intended for: — . 

(a) the preparing, ginning, pressing, spinning, weaving, sewing, 
knitting, bleaching, and dyeing of cotton, jute, hemp, 
silk, wool, or other*fibres, and any other process inter- 
vening between the raw material and the finished product 
as packed ready for the market ; 


(6) the smelting and milling of iron and other metallic ores | 
; and the manufacture of iron, steel, and other metals ; ] 
(c) the manufacture of leather, sugar, indigo, silk, paper, soap, . 7 

| | 


gas, oil, flour, cordage, rope, and twine ; J 
D2 


| 
{ 

Free, 
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x ‘ Rate of Duty. 


*Machinery (and parts thereof), &¢.—cont. 
(d) the milling of ri 
(e) the manufacture of tea in all its stages, from the drying of | | 
the leaf to its packing for the market, inclusive ; 
(f) the of coffer 5 ; | 
(g) printing 
(A) and of iron and other | metals; 
(i) railway workshops ; 
(j) the refining of petroleum, and the manufacture of vegetable 
oils ; 
(k) the crushing of bones and bricks ; - - 
() the manufacture of lac ; 
(m) potteries ; - 
(n) sawmills ; 
(0) agriculture, mining, navigation, dredging, and pumping ; 
(p) such other manufactures and industries as the Governor- 
General in Council may from time to time specify : 
Provided that the term does not include tools and implements to be } 
worked by manual or animal labour, and provided also that only 
such articles shall be admitted as component parts of machinery 
as are indispensable for the working of the machinery, and are, 
owing to their shape or to other special quality, not adapted for 
any other purpose. 
Note.—Machinery and component parts thereof made of substances 
| other than metal are included in this entry. 
Machinery and gate not in 


exemptions 7 5 °/, ad val. 
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XV1L—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF ST. LUCIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Administrator of 
‘the Colony of St. Lucia the following statement as to the import 
and export dues now in force in that islarid :— 


Articles. | Rates of Duty. 
Aérated non-alcoholic drinks. See “ Lemonade.” a 4d. 
Ale. See“Malt.” 
Animals, alive :— 
Horses, mares, and geldings - . -| Each 40 9 
Mules - - - - | 15°, ad val. 
Asses - - 8 0 
Cattle and cows other than a for odtetes - - = 5 0 
Dogs - - 3 0 
Goats - - - 20 
Sheep - - - 3 0 
Arms and ammunition and Divtinetis - - - | 20°/, ad val. 
Arrowroot - - | Lb. Of 
Bacon and bacon hams - |» 0 2 
DS . - - - | Bushel 0 4 
Beef, salted or pickled - - | Lb. 01 
Beer. See “ Malt.” 
Boots and shoes made wholly or in part of leather - - | 15 °/, ad val. 
Biscuits and bread : — 
Common -. - - - | Barrel 2 O 
Fancy - | 100lb. 4 0 
Brandy. See “ Spirits, 
Bricks M. 7 
Butter, batterine, margatine, ard all itnitation’s of and 
butter substitutes, oleomargarine - . - | Lb. 0 2 
Candles :— 
Tallow - - ~ 
Other than tallow - - - oe hae 02 
Cement - | Barrel 1 6 
‘Cheese ee - - - | Lb. ol 
Cigarettes. See “ Tobacco.” 
Cigars and snuff. See “Tobacco.” 
Clocks and watches - - | 15°), ad val. 
Coal and coke Ton 0 


Cocoa, including chocolate ph all other Wate of prepared cocoa - | Lb. 0 1 


Coffee 01 
Cordials - - - - - | 25°, ad val. 
Corn or maize - - - | Bushel O 6 
.Cornmeal - - - 20 
‘Currants, figs, and raisins - - | Lb. 
Fish :— 
Salted and dried - - - | Cwt, 20 
Pickled salmon 5 0 
Herrings, mackerel, chad, pickled fish - 26 
Flour of wheat - - | Barrel 4 O 
Gin. See “ Spirits.” 
Ginger ale. See “ Lemonade.” 
Glue - - - - | Lb. 
Gunpowder - - - 0 6 
Hair - - - ol 2 
Horses. See “ Animals.” 
Hulks - - - - | ad val. j 
Indigo - - ~ - | Lb. 0 6 
and its compounds ” oO 


Lemonade, soda-water., ale, including arated non: 
alcoholic drinks ginger “Dozen 0 6 


| 
| 
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Articles. Rates of Duty. 
s. d. 
Lime, building - - - | Barrel 6 
Liqueurs - - - - - | 25°, ad val. 
Jewellery - - | 20 °/, ad val. 
Lumber of pitch pine, in rough, or prepared snd buildings - - | M.ft. 16 0 
Do., white and spruce pine - as 10 0 
Maccaroni - - - | Lb. 01 
Maize - - - - - | Bushel 0 6. 
Malt liquor :— 
Ale, beer, and porter, in wood - - - - | Gallon O 6 
Do., in bottles (reputed quarts) - -- -| Dozen 1 3 
ine. See “ Butter.” 
Nails, of iron or wire, and other kinds - - - | 100 Ibs. 2 © 
Nuts :— 
Almonds and other kinds - | Lb. 
Ground - - | Bushel 0 6 
bran, and pollard, and crushed and other cattle food - 
Sewing-machine - - | 15 °/, ad val. 
Engine, lard, linseed, naphtha, dive, cotton-seed, sperm, 
and other kinds, uot including medicinal or perfumed oils | Gallon 0 6 
Kerosene. See “ Petroleum.” 
Oilcake and oilmeal - | 100lb. 0 
Oleomargarine. Butter. ” 
Pease - - | Bushel 0 4 
Pepper - - | Lh. 0 2 
Perfumery, inclading all toilet requisites - - - - | 20°, ad val. 
Petroleum, crude or refined - - - | Gallon 0 23 
Pitch, rosin, and tar - - - - - - | Barrel 2 6 
Pork, salted or pickled - - - - - | Lb. D2 
Porter. See “ Malt liquor.” 
Powder, fancy = - - - - - - - | 20°, ad val. 
Raisins. See “ Currants.” 
Rice - - - | 100 Ibs. 2 0 
Rum. See “ Spirits, 
Salt, coarse in i - - - | Barrel O 9 
Do., table - - - - - - | 100lbs, 1 O 
Shingles, Cyprus - - - - | M. 6 0 
Do., pine - |.» 4 0 
Do., Wallaba - - 6 
_ Silver plate and plated ware - ~ - - | 20°, ad val. 
Snuff. See “Tobacco.” 
Soap, fancy, aa all scented and other toilet pene. - - | 20°, ad val. 
Do., other than fancy - - - | 100 Ibs, 2 6 
Soda water. See “ Lemonade.” ; 
Spirits : brandy, gin, rum, whiskey, and to 
proof by Sykes’ hydrometer - Gallon 8 © 
And a further duty on every gallon in proportion to the duty 
for every higher degree of strength, and a less duty on every 
gallon in proportion to the duty for every lesser degree of 
strength according to prcot by Sykes’ hydrometer. 
Spirits, sweetened, not capable of being pnewed by nptreenetes - | Lig. gall.6 0 
Sugar, Muscovado or Usine = - - | Lb, 0 of 
Tallow - - | 100 Ibs. 2 6 
Tea - - - | Lb. 0 6 
Tobacco — 
Cigarettes -  - - 4 0 
Cigars and snuff -! » 5 0 
Other manufactured and - -j 10 
Tongues, salted and cured - - - - -| » 0 2 
Turpentine, spirits of - - - - Gallon 0 6 
Vermicelli and maccaroni - - - - | Lb. 
Vinegar - - | Gallon 0 4 


ij 
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Articles. Rates of Duty. 
Whiskey. See * Spirits.” 
Wines, including all medicinal wines - 20 °/, ad val. 
All other articles not enumerated above and not included in 
tables of exemptions - . - - - | 15 °/, ad val. 
Exemptions. 
For the Manufacture of Sugar and Chargers imported by, and bond fide the. 
b mental officers of relative rank, or 0: 
Bellec oon - staff officers or adjutants of regiments, 


Cane shoots of galvanised iron or other 
metal. 

Carts. 

Casks, empty. 

Charcoal, animal. 

Chemicals or their compounds. 

Coal, coke, and patent fuel. 

Coolers. - 

Cultivators. 

Engine packing. 

Filter bags and filter hegaing. 

Filter presses. 

Filters for using animal charcoal. 

Firebricks and fireclay for furnaces or 
steam boilers, 

Furnaces and fire-bars, 

Grubbers, 

Harrows. 

Horse hows. 

Horse rakes. 

Tron buildings. 

Lime, temper. 

Mules. 

Oxen. 

Pans, sugar and vacuum, 

Ploughs. 

Polariscopes. 

Shooks and staves. 

Stills. 

Salphur. 

Trucks. 

Trusshoops, 

Waggons. 

Wire rope for cane carriers. 

Wood hoops. 
Note.—The parts or accessories of any 

of the above-named articles shall also be 

exempt from duty, 


For Military and Naval Service. 

All articles and things. of every descrip- 
tion imported as general military or 
naval stores, for the use of Her Ma- 
jesty’s military and naval forces, and 
all building materials and supplies 
imported or taken out of bond under 
the authority of the Treasurer, for 
military and naval services, under a 
certificate from the head of the de- 
partment concerned, 


and necessary for the proper discharge 
of their military duties, under a certi- 
ficate from the Assistant Adjutant- 
General, or the officer commanding 
the troops in the 

Articles of personal and horse equip- 
ment necessary for the performance of 
military duty, under a certificate from 
the head of the department concerned. 

Horses, mules, and other draft animals 
imported or purchased for the Com- 
missariat Department, within six 
months of their being imported, under 
a certificate from the head of the 
‘Army Service Corps, 

Wines and other liquors for the use of 
naval messes. 

All articles connected with games, such 
as cricket bats and balls, lawn tennis 
racquets and balls, footballs, and other 

articles of like nature, imported solely 

for the recreation of the non-commis- 
sioned officers and men of*the garri- 
son, when such articles are not im- 
ported by the individual, but by an 
established and recognised non-com- 
—* officers’ and men’s recreation 
club. 


For Governor and Government. 


Allarticles for the use of the Governor 
and the Publie Service. 


For Castries Town Board and 
ure 

All articles imported solely for building, 
repairs, or use of, or in any church or 
other edifice set apart for Christian 
public worship. Provided that the 
Treasurer is satisfied by declaration 
made before him that such articles 
have been imported solely for the 
purposes above mentioned, 

All articles imported for the use of the 
Castries Town Board, 


For Consular Officers. 
All bond fide official goods sent to the 


consular officer for the United States 
of America in this Colony by the 
United States Government for the use 
of the consulate. The same exemp- 


| 
| 
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tion shall extend to the consular 
officers in this Colony of all foreign 
countries where now, or at any future 
time, Her Majesty’s consular officers 
shall enjoy the privilege of exemption 
from Customs duties in respect 


official goods imported for the use of . 


their consulates. 


General. 

Animals, alive ; to include only poultry 
and horses for breeding. 

Bells for churches, schools, and planta- 
tations. 

Belting for machinery, of leather, canvas, 
or india-rubber. 

Bones and horns. 

Books, bound or unbound, pamphlets, 
newspapers, and printed matter in all 
janguages, including music, maps, and 
copy books, but not including receipt 
books, bill heads, and forms. 

Bridges, of iron or wood, or both com- 
bined 


Bulbs and roots of flowering plants or 
shrubs. 

Bullion, 

Cards (Christmas, birthday, and New 
Year), not imported for sale. 

‘Coal baskets. 

Coin. 

Eggs. 

Electrical apparatus. See “Telegraph 
wire.” 

Engines. See “Steam and power en- 
gines.” 

Fertilisers of all kinds, natural and 
artificial. 

Yish, fresh or in ice. 

‘Fruits and vegetables, fresh. 

fixtures and pipes. 

Hay. 

ee. 

Lecomotives, railway rolling-stock, 
rails, railway ties, and all material 

-and appliances for railways and 
tramways. 

Machinery for coasting steamers. 


(Jan. 189 7 


Machines, See “Steam and power 
engines.” 

Packages or coverings in which articles 
are imported, if such packages are 
usual and proper for the purpose. 

Passengers’ luggage: wearing apparel 
and other articles in the actual use of 
the passenger. 

Personal effects of passengers arriving, 
including articles of furniture which 
have been in the bond fide use of the 
passenger for come time previously. 

Patterns and samples which in the 
opinion of the Treasurer are imported 
exclusively as such. 

Plants of all kinds. 

Portraits or photographs, family. Not 
imported for sale. 

Printed books, &c. See “ Books.” 

Printers’ ink, all colours. 

Printing presses, types, rules, spaces, 
and all printing accessories. 

Professional apparatus of passengers. 

Sewing machines, and all parts and 
accessories thereof. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history, — 
mineralogy, geology. 

Steam and power engines and machines, 
machinery and apparatus, whether 
stationery or portable, worked by 
power or hand, for agriculture, irriga- 
tion, mining, the arts and industries 
of all kinds, and all necessary parts 
and appliances for the erection or 
repair thereof, or the. communication 
of motive power thereto. 

Steam boilers and steam pipes. 

Straw. 

Telegraph wire, telegraphic, telephonic, 
and electrical apparatus and appli- 
ances of all kinds, for communication 
or illumination. 

Trees, plants, vines, and seeds, and 
grains of all kinds for propagation or 
cultivation. 

Vegetables. See “ Fruit.” 

Water pipes of all classes, materials, and 
dimensions. 


Statement of Export Duties in force in the Colony of 
Saint Lucia, 


Articles. Export Duty. Authority. 
‘Sugar - . -| 4d.per 100 Ibs. | Immigration Loan Ordnance 
1878. 
Cocoa - -. , -| 1s. 6d. per bag | Immigration Loan Ordnance 
1891. 
Molasses - - -| 1s. per puncheon 


Note.—The proceeds of the export duties are assigned to the 


Immigration Fund. 


By Ordinance No. 3 of 1895 the collection and payment of 
the export duty on the above-mentioned articles were suspended © 
for a period of 13 months from 1st January 1895, 


it 

i 

i 
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XVIL—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
‘REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Tariff Classification. 
Rouble (gold) = 100 copecks = 4s, 2d. Poud = 36 Iba. 
avoirdupois. Russian Pound = - 903 lbs. avoirdupois. 


A despatch, dated 17th December last, bas been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambas- 
sador at St. Petersburg, reporting the following classification of 
goods under the Russian Customs tariff. 

Carborundum in pieces and powder to be cleared, as a chemical 
product not specially mentioned, under Section 112: Duty, 
1 rouble, 50 copecks gold per poud. 

Polished sheets of carborundum, to be cleared under point 3 
of Section 71: Duty, when on paper, 1 rouble 20 cansilas and 
when on linen, 1 rouble 80 copecks per poud. 

Carborundum, rounds, oblong blocks, plates and files to be 
cleared under point 4 of Section 71: Duty, 4 roubles gold per 

ud, 

Slee point 6 of Section 171 are to be cleared only separate 
parts of watch works which are not connected with each other 
(duty, 50 copecks gold per pound) ; the same parts when con- 
nected together, and thus forming either complete or incomplete 
watch works, to be cleared under point 1 of Section 171: Duty, 
from 1 rouble, 50 copecks gold, to 60 copecks gold per piece, and 
in addition from 60 copecks tv 50 copecks gold per pound. 

Artificial flowers, although made of various parts of natural 
plants, to be cleared under Section 213: Duty, from 6 roubles 
80 copecks gold per pound gross to 2 roubles per pound net. 


NETHERLANDS—GUIANA. 

- Regulations as to Methylated Spirits of Local Manufacture. 

A report, dated 28th November last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Sidney Churchill, Her Majesty’s Cousul 
at Paramuribo, stating that the practice amongst the natives 
of using alcoholic spirits of local manufacture for illuminants 
as stimulants has given the Colonial Government of Dutch 
Guiana much concern. In order to check this habit the mixture 
of a mineral methylic. alcohol with the methylated spirits manu- 
factured there has now become compulsory. The authorised 
methylators—methylic alcohol and benzine—are now exempt 
from import and excise duty. 
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BELGIUM. 


Budget of Ways and Means for 1897. 


A despatch, dated 31st December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. C. F. Frederick Adam, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Brussels, transmitting copy ‘of the law of 
December 30th, 1896, coptaining the Budget of Ways and Means. 
for 1897, which was published in the “ Moniteur Belge” of 
December 31st last. 

The first chapter of this law (Articles 1 to 12) is devoted to 
certain alterations in the Customs and Excise dutie:. 

Art. 1 empowers the Minister ‘of Finance to include under 
the heading of “ Various Products for Industries,” the duty on 
which is 5 per cent. ad valorem, all articles charged under any other 
heading of the Customs Turiff which are intended to be fitted to 
machines, machinery, or tools, or to be used as accessory thereto. 

Art. 2 reduces the import duty on sawn beams of other wood 
than oak or walnut to 2 francs per cubic metre, and amends 
the definition of sawn beams, which are now explained to mean 
“ squared trunks sawn on all four sides.” 

Art. 3 amends the import duties on foreign wines. 

Those on wines imported in bottle are raised from 23 to 60. 
francs per hectolitre (or 2s. 24d. per Imperial gallon), while those 
on wines imported in casks are reduced to 20.francs per hectolitre 
(83d. per Imperial gallon). 

Wines containing more than 21 per cent. of alcohol are charged 
as liqueurs (300 francs per hectolitre, or 10s. 103d. per Imperial 

allon). 

Wines imported in casks, of which the strength exceeds 
15 degrees by Gay-Lussac’s alcoholometer at a temperature of 
15 degrees Centigrade, are charged in addition to the duty of 
20 francs per hectolitre, a further duty of 3 francs per degree 
on the amount of alcohol exceeding 15 degrees. 

In the case of wines imported from countries which do not 
grant most favoured nation treatment to Belgian goods, or which 
have no commercial agreement with Belgium, the additional duty 
is charged on any excess of strength over 11 degrees. 

Wines mixed with aromatic plants, quinine, or other drugs, as 
well as wines which have undergone any preparation with a view 
to being converted into sparkling wines, pay duty as bottled wines, 
even if in casks. ; 

Art. 4 limits the proportion of wine-lees upon which the excise 
may be remitted in the case of wines imported ia casks, with lees, 
to 10 litres per hectclitre. 

Art. 5 provides for allowing a credit of nine months to whole- 
sale dealers for the payment of the excise duty on wines 
imported by them directly in quantities exceeding 4 hectolitres 
(88 gallons). 

This credit is reduced to three months in the case of wines 
taken cut of public or private bonded warehouse, 
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Art. 6 abrogates certain provisions of the laws of May 12th, 
1819, on the collection of import duties on wines. 

Art. 7, which is carried out by Royal decree, institutes a special 

. tax on private bonded warehouses. 

Art. 8 imposes an excise duty of 40 francs per hectolitre on 
sparkling wines manufactured in Belgium. 

Arts. 9, 10, and 11 regulate the supervision of the manufacture 
of sparkling wines, and Art. 12 fixes the penalties for non- 
compliance with the regulations. 


GERMANY. 


| Official Classification of Goods in the Customs Tariff. 


A despatch, dated 23rd December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, reporting that a notice has been published 
in the official portion of the “ Reichsanzeiger,” stating that the 
first supplement to the official classification of goods for Customs 
— of January 1, 1896, has been issued and is for sale in 
Berlin. 

The notice in the “ Reichsanzeiger” has attracted some attention 
in the German commercial press, which discusses it in the light of 
the recent debate in the Reichstag. 

It may be inferred from the statements in the press that it 
is in contemplation to iseue yearly an amended classification of 
goods for tariff purposes, eo that the importers and Customs 
officers should not be left in doubt, as hitherto, as to the changes 
in Customs classification rendered necessary by changes in methods 
of manufacture. 

For eight years, from 1888 to 1896, no new classification was 
published and importers and Customs officers were left in a state 
of uncertainty which has caused great loss and numerous com- 

laints. The publication of the present amended classification is 
intended to remedy this evil as much as possible, though it is 
pointed out in the liberal press that the printed classification is a 
poor substitute for a central tariff office for the Empire, or for 
the judicial settlement of Customs disputes by a competent court, 
both of which proposals have been refused by the Government. 

The following is a translation of the notice referred to :— 

“A first supplement to the official classification of goods for 
Customs purposes on January 1, 1896, has been issued in the 
Imperial Treasury, 

“ Copies of the publication may be obtained from G. Schenck, 
Jerusalem Strasse, No, 56, Berlin, S.W.” , 

With refereace to the above, a further despatch has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing translation of an 
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article published in the “ Nord Deutsche Aligemeine Zeitung ” on 
the same subject, as follows :— 

“The supplement to the official classification of goods for tariff 
purposes, which was to come into force on the lst January, 
‘contains a large number of alterations and supplementary pro- 
visions which are the consequence of the recent change in the 
statistical classification of goods. In addition, many changes of a 
verbal or textual character are contained in it, as, for instance, 
relative to the combination of other substances in manufactures of 
waw linen, &c. 

“ As for material changes, the most important is the raising of 
the duty for sugar, honey, and sugar products from 36 marks to 
40 marks, in conformity with the new law. In the section relative 
to butcher meat there are various changes. The tariff treatment 
of entrails used for food—liver, tripe, ham, and pickled meat, is 


. put on a similar fcoting to that of ordinary meat, which entails 


tor the best quality a rise in the duty; and for the import of 
small portions (up to two kilos.) for the use of frontier-inhabitants 
immunity from any duty whatever. 

“ An entirely new heading is introduced for fodder. Bodder 
etherwise liable to duty is admitted free, if imported in corre- 
sponding quantities, for the use of animals on journeys, if brought 
across the frontier with the animals in question. In the case of 
the products of processes of combing, spinning, or weaving wool, 
it is now permissible (as in the case of felt) to cut up or tear up 
the article, under official control, should there be any doubt at 
the office where the goods are imported as to their being genuine 
waste or by-products (ab falle). Rough goods made of sheet- 
iron which are altogether or partly free of scale (Walzzunder) 
{Glukspan), but have not been worked up beyond that point, can 
be imported under the six mark rate. ‘The definition of pressed 
tallow has received a different form, so that now it includes all 


matter pressed out of animal fat at a high or low temperature, 


- not of the consistence of lard, provided that it is essentially neutral 


fat, with solidifying point not above 50° Centigrade, and con- 
taining not more than 5 per cent. free fat-acid. 

‘* Syrups imported under the title of medicines, manufactured 
in part of sugar (as ‘syrop laroze,syrop pectorate,’ &c.), wil] in 
future have to pay at the rate of 40 marks instead of 60 marks 
as before.” 

A further despatch, dated January 8, has been received from 
the Foreign Office enclcsing copy of the official supplement 
referred to above, a notice of which will be published in the 


February number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


FRANC. 
Law with Regard to Artificial Wines, 


The “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce” states that 
the French Chamber, on the 14th November last, passed, by 312 
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to 168 votes, the Bill with regard to the prohibition and circulation 
of artificial wines. 

The following are the articles of the new law :— 

Art. 1. The manufacture, circulation, and sale of wine made of 
raisins, or other artificial wines (with the exception of liqueur and 
sparkling wines), and of sweet wines and wines from lees, governed 
by Art. 3, are excluded from the fiscal category of wines and 
brought under the category of alcohol, paying duty according to 
their alcohclic strength. 

Art. 2. Raisins for manufacture into a drink can only be put on 
the market with an acquit d caution guaranteeing the payment of a 
general consumption duty, at the rate of 30 litres of alcohol per 
100 kilos. if they are for the manufacturers and by the payment 
of duties (droits de circulation) at the rate of 6 francs per 100 kilos. 
if they are for private people for family- consumption. 

Art. 3. The manufacture and circulation for sale of wines from 
lees and wines from sugar are forbidden. 

This prohibition is applicable to ciders and perries produced 
otherwise than by the fermentation of fresh apples and pears, with 
or without sweetening. 

Every merchant or sal.smen of liquids is forbidden to keep 
these wines, ciders and perries, under any pretence whatever, 

Ciders of an alcoholic strength lower than three degrees are not 
included under this prohibition. ‘ 

The keeping of these liquids is not forbidden when they are not. 
intended for sale. 


Arts. 4, 5, 6, regulate the penaltics to be inflicted for infrac- 
tion of the above law. 


Port Dues at Rouen. 

A despatch, dated December 30 Jast, has been received at the 
— Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty’s Am- 
bassador at Paris, enclosing extract from the “Journal Officiel ” 
containing Presidential Decree e-tablishing a maximum toll of 
15 centimes per ton on all vessels visiting the port of Rouen on 


commercial businez:s. ‘This toll is intended as a substitution for 
the dues fixed by the Decree of October 8, 1815. 


France—TUnNIs. 
Reduced Export Duty on Daves, 


_ According to a notice in the “ Bollettino di Notizie Commer- 

ciali” a Beylical decree of the 24th October last reduced the 
export duty on “degla” dates from 12 to 6 fre. per metric 
quintal, and that on “h rra” dates from 5 to 2°50 fr, 


— 
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PorTUGAI.. 
Regulations affecting the Importation of Wheat, 


A despatch, dated the 30th November last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Sir H. G. MacDonell, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon, to the effect that by a Royal Decree, dated 
the 26th November and published in the “ Official Journal” of 
the following day, the Portuguese Government, in virtue of the 
statutory powers vested in them, enact the following provisions 
with reference to the importation of wheat :— 

The amount to be imported up to the 31st January next is 
40 millions of kilogs. of wheat for making bread, to be divided 
among the various millers, and of 1,300,000 kilogs. for making 
paste (“ massas ”). 

The import duty is fixed at 8 reis per kilog. 

The Military Bakery Establishment is also allowed to import 
1,500,000 kiloge. for the army at the same rate of duty. 

The Government reserve the fixing of the further amount of 
wheat to be imported after the 3lst January next, as well as the 
relative rate of duty. 

The price of flours of the best quality in Lisbon is not to 
exceed 90 to 92 reis per kilog., and those of second quality 
82 to 84 reis per kilog, z 


Portueat—SourH East Arrica. 
Compulsory Pilotage in Delagoa Bay. 

A report, dated 21st November last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Roger Casement, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Lourengo Marques, oe that a system of compulsory 
pilotage for vessels entering and leaving Delagoa Bay came into 
force on the 7th November last. 

The charges are fixed at 25,000 reis each way, or, roughly 
speaking, 5/. in and 5/. out. 

The Union Company’s steamer “ Goth,” the first of the English 
mail vessels to arrive after the above date, was boarded by the 
pilot after passing Inyack Island ; but it is said the master of the 
“Goth” preferred to trust to his own knowledge of the bay in 
bringing his vessel in, and effected this without reference to the 
pilot, who remained, however, on the bridge. 

The following extract from the Johannesburg “ Star” of the 
18th November last would seem to show that in refusing to 
entrust his ship to the care of one of these newly-appointed 
pilots the master of the “Goth” displayed very commendable 
prudence :— 

* The Dutch mercantile marine narrowly escaped losing its 
only four-masted barque before she was safely towed in yesterday 
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afternoon. The ‘Jenette Francaise,’ an iron barque, built at 
Krimpen, Holland, in 1893, arrived outside Inyack tive days ago, 
and after beating about for some time finally entered the bay 
from the north, There she was met by one of the newly- 
appointed pilots, and while under his control she was grounded 
on Theffein Reef. The pilot tug towed the ship off, and all went 
well some little time, when the ship again struck heavily several 
times. Retracing his course, the pilot landed her once more on 
the same place, the Theffein Reef, but succeeded finally in 
bringing the ship safely into port.” 


Spatn— Cusa. 


“ Banco Espaiiol” ‘Notes declared Equivalent of Silver and 
Imposition ef a new ad valorem Duty on Imports. 

A report, dated 2nd December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Cecil Gosling, Her Majesty’s Acting 
Consul-General at Havana, enclosing copy of the “ Gaceta de la 
Habana,” containing a decree of the Governor-General regarding 
the reception of notes of the “Banco Espaiiol” of Cuba as the 
equivalent of silver. 

In the decree in question it is ordained that :— 

1. The issue of paper currency of the “ Banco Espaiiol ” of this 
island, authorised and fulfilled by virtue of the Royal Order of 
the 8th of June ultimo, be submitted for a new issue on a silver 
basis which will be made by the Treasury through the above- 
named bank, 

2. The new issue will be of 20,000,000 dols., circulated by 
degrees, as the needs of the Treasury may demand. 

3. The paper notes of the new issue will have a silver value in 
all transactions, and their reception is obligatory. © 

4. In this new issue will be used the notes destined by the 
bank for gold notes, and which have not up to date been circu- 
lated. The bank will take care to countersign the notes of the 
new issue, and to publish in good time the countersign, so that 
they may be entirely distinct from the present notes. 

5. The value of the new notes will be of the following denomina- 
tions : 50, 10, 5, and 1 dols., and of 50 and 5 cents; notes of 20 
and 10 cents may also be issued, 

6. The notes of this new issue will be interchangeable for silver 
currency on presentation in the Banco Espafio” and its offices 
from the 10th of January 1897, for which purpose the Treasury 
will keep in the bank a reserve of coin equal to the third part of 
the notes in circulation. 

7. In order to fortify this reserve, from the 1st of January 
1897 a duty, ad valorem, will be made of 5 per cent. on merchan- 
dise imported into the island, whatever its  procedence, the 
Treasury being bound to deposit weekly in the safes of the bank 
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the amount of the said duty, which, in view of its olject, will be 
paid in silver, 

8. The Treasury will receive the notes at par, at a nominal 
value, and all receipts and payments will be made in the same 
manner. Exception will be made for the receipts constituting 
the revenue of the Cu-tom-house, which will be made in gold. 

9. In order to compensate the Treasury for the loss caused by 
the exchange of gold into silver, in payment of taxes, a charge 
will be made, operating from the Ist of January 1897, of 15 per 
cent. on the rates now in furce for the following taxes, viz. :— 

Transfer duties on real estate. 

Taxes on liquors. 

Stamp duties, with the exception of postage and telegraph 
stamps and “ papel de pagos al estado.” 

Taxes on property in the towns as well as in the country. 

Taxes on industry, commerce, arts, professions, including the 
4 per cent. on Government contractors, 


10. For the same consideration, the tax of 10 per cent. on 
salaries now in force is suspended. 

11. The issue of gold notes will be totally withdrawn within a 
fixed period dating from the 10th of December and ending on the 
10th of January 1897. 


12. The withdrawal will be effected by delivering silver notes 
with a premium of 14 per cent. that is to say, 114 silver dollars 
notes for each 100 dollars in gold notes. 

13. All notes not presented for exchange within the fixed 
period will be considered thereafter as silver notes. 


14. The “ Banco Espanol ” takes charge of this operation under 
conditions stipulated in the agreement made to that effect. 


15. In order to fulfil this decree, a Commission is appointed 
comprising the following members :— 

Director of Finance, President or whoever shall act for him in 
such capacity, the “ Interventor General del Estado,” and one 
commissioner for the Beard of Directors of the “ Banco Espaiiol,” 
one for the Chambers of Commerce, one for the retail dealers’ 
association, one for the agricultural association, one for the estate 
association, and ore for the Royal Economical Society of 
“ Amigos del Pais,” all of whom will be selected by their own 
corporations. 


SWITZERLAND, 
Tariff Modifications, 


A despatch, dated 21st December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. F. R. St. John, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Berne, enclosing a list of articles of foreign manufacture 
which have been added, modified, or suppressed in the Swiss tariff 
during the months of November and December. According to 
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the above list the following articles pay duty as in the subjoined 
table :— 


Duty. Description of Articles. 
Frs. Cts. 
Per 100 kilos. 
98 3:00 Alisaline extract of Cassel earth. 

208 5°00 Drawing and painting models, 

213 16°00 Cinématographs. 

30) 1°00 Copper solder (Hartloth) for soldering iron, copper, &e., 

’ and composed of copper, zinc, pewter, and lead. 

315 1:00 Pewter solder. 

480 16°00 Paper of more than one colour, combined with textiles. 

482 25°00 The following decision: “Paper with embossed or 
printed designs, not included under No. 268” to read 
as follows :—“ Paper all of one colour, with stamped 
or embossed designs.” 

611 1:00 India-rubber balls for games, simple, cast or compressed, 
with metallic insides and no external work, such as 
finger-holes, &c. 

615 8°00 Do., with metallic insides or finger-holes. 

625 65°00 

627 70°00 Bonnet shapes of all kinds, according to the material 

629 175-00 of which they are made. 

630 105°00 


AvustriA-HunGary. 
The Customs Union. 


According to the “Revue d’Orient” the Customs union of 
Austria-Hungary is just now the object of important negotiations. 
The Commercial and Customs treaty between the two States 
expires in 1897, and the Hungarian Government has just 
denounced it, for if this had not been done prior to the end of 
1896, it would have remained in force in its present form for 
another period of 10 years, The Austrian Government has 
also voted a motion tending to the denunciation of the treaty,but 
has not carried the motion into effect. The Hungarian Chamber 
has, however, unanimously approved of the denunciation of the . 
treaty. 

Commercial Treaty with Bulgaria. 

A despatch, dated 22nd November last,* has been received at 
the. Foreign Office from Mr. Ralph Milbanke, Her Majesty’s 
Chargé d’Affaires at Vienna, enclosing a copy of the followin 
translation of an article in the semi-official “ Fremdenblatt,” wit 
reference to the new commercial treaty between Austria-Hungary 
and Bulguria :— 

“The treaty is to come into force eight days after the exchange 
of ratifications, but at the latest by the 1/13 May 1897. From 
January Ist, 1297, till the new treaty comes definitely into force, 
the uniform provisional ‘ad valorem’ duty of 14 per cent., as 


* The Treaty had not been signed at that date, and the accuracy of the statements 
cannot, therefore, be guaranteed, 
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arranged by treaty on May 9th, 1895, will be applied. At 
present a duty of 10} per cent. ‘ad valorem’ is levied in 
Bulgaria, This duty will thus be raised to 14 per cent. at the 
beginning of the year, in so far at least as it is not affected by the 
most-favoured-nation clause, and later on will give place to the 
tariff as prescribed by treaty. ‘Fhis new Customs tariff contains 
special duties for 26 articles, while for other articles the uniform 
tariff of 14 per cent. will hold good. Among these articles on 
which a different duty is levied may be mentioned :— 


Glass, with a duty of - - 12 per cent. 

Wood for building - - 

Agricultural machinery and implements 

Other iron instruments - 

Small iron ware - - 

Screws ° 

Ordinary cast iron 

Sugar - : . - 18 per cent, ad val. 
Fes. 

Clothing - . - - 300 per 100 kilos. net. 

Boots and shoes - - 280 


Bulgaria has made concessions in the questions of excise. 

The present duty on matches is reduced from 100 frs. per 
100 kilos. to 30 frs., the duty on coffee surrogates from 
50 frs. to 20 frs., and on toilet soaps from 300 frs. to 50 frs. per 
100 kilos. 

The new treaty establishes the right of Austria-Hungary to the 
most-favoured-nation clause in Bulgaria (as already stipulated in 
the treaty of Berlin), and gives Bulgaria the same right in Austria- 
Hungary ; it also contains resolutions respecting monopolies. 
According to these, Bulgaria may declare salt, tobacco, gun- 
powder, and petroleum to be State monopolies. As regards other 
classes of goods, reciprocity has been agreed upon, so that 
Bulgaria can only establish other new monopolies under condition 
that they are established as such in Austria-Hungary. The 
Bulgarian Government has also already commenced negotiations 
with the other treaty powers in order to secure the recognition of 
the provisional tariff of 14 per cent. “ ad valorem,” and of the new | 
treaty tariff. According to the most-favoured-nation. clause 
Austria-Hungary has, of course, still the right—in spite of the 
conclusion of this treaty—to introduce her goods into Bulgaria 
at the lowest rate of duty levied from any other treaty State. 


TURKEY. 
; Surtax on Importation into Crete. 
The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” states that a surtax of 
3 per cent. has been levied on articles imported into the island of 
Crete, partly to provide for the interest and amortisation on a 
loan of 10(',000/. (Turkish), which the Government of the island 
has been authorised to contract. 


| | | 
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UNITED STATES. 


Regulativns concerning Anchorage in the Port of New York. , 


A circular has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
‘Treasury Department of the Government of the United States of 
America, which states that the regulations governing the anchorage 
of vessels in the port of New York will be strictly enforced, and 
all officers of vessels of the Revenue Cutter Service at the port 
of New York are hereby empowered and directed in cages of 
necessity, or when a proper notice has been disregarded, to use 
the force at their command to remove from the channel ways any 
vessel found violating the rules, 

All vessels of the Revenue Cutter Service assigned to the duty 
of enforcing the anchorage regulations will carry a distinctive flag 
at the bow. Said flag shall be a white field with a blue foul 
anchor in the centre, placed at an angle of 45 degrees. 

Violations of the regulations that require immediate action shall 
‘be communicated to the Supervisor of Anchorages at the Barge 
Office, who, in the absence of the special patrol boat, is authorised 
to call upon any other revenue steamer available to perform the 
duty require, 

communications referring to the rules and limits of 
anchorage grounds at the port of New York will be addressed to 
the Supervisor of Anchorages, Barge Office, New York. 
' Vessels shall anchor only within the following specified 
imits :-— 


East River “Anchorages, 


1. To the northward of a line from the south point of Hart 
Island to Wrights Point. 

2. To the westward of a line from Wrights Point to Throgs 
Neck. 

3. To the southward of a line from buoy off Sands Point to 
buoy off Gangway Rock. 

4. To the southward of a line from buoy off Gangway Rock to 
centre of Stepping Stones Lighthouse. 

5. To the eastward of a line from the centre of Stepping Stones 
Lighthouse to Willets Point. 

6. On Hammond Flats, to the northward of a line from Throgs 

Neck to Old Ferry Point. 

7. To the southward of aline from Willets Point to White- 
stone Point. 

8. On the north side of the channel, north of a line between 
Old Ferry Point and Hunts Point. 

9. On the south side of the channel, south of a line between 
Whitestone Point and buoy (No. 1) off College Point, and to the 
eastward of a line running from said buoy to College Point. 

10. In Flushing Bay, to the southward of a line from Coliege 
Point to the north end of Rikers Island. : 


‘3s 


| 
| 
| 
| 


68 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. [Jan. 1897. 


11. To the southward of a line from the north end of Rikers 
Island to the north end of South Brother Island, thence to 
Lawrences Point. 

12. To the westward of a line from Stony Point to north-east 
end of Wards Island; and between Wards Island and Randalls 
Island, and between Randalls Island and Port Morris. 

13. To the westward of a line from the foot of One hundred. 
and sixteenth street, New York, to the north end of Avenue B, 
New York ; but no vessel shall anchor on this anchorage within 
150 feet of any wharf or pier, or so as to impede the movements 
of a ferry, or so as to prevent ready access to or from the piers. 

14. To the eastward of a line from Hatters Dock to Gibbs 
Point (Hallets Cove, Astoria). 

15. To the southward of Thirty-first street and northward of 
Twenty-first street piers, and to the westward of a line passing 
through buoy No. 1, off Thirty-fourth street, and danger buoy, 
off Twentieth street. Smali vessels of the United States Govern- 
ment and vessels carrying a distinctive signal prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Navy, may anchor anywhere within these limits, 
provided they do not obstruct the approach to any pier or impede 
the movements of any ferryboat; and the officer in charge of 
anchorage grounds may, whenever ke deems it advisable, move or 
cause to move any vessel not, in his opinion, complying with this 
proviso. 

Hudson River Anchorages. 

16. Vessels may anchor in the Hudson River to the westward 
of the centre line of the said river running N.E. § N. (correct 
magnate) from Castle Point, and above Fourteenth street, 
Hoboken Ferry Landing ; provided that in no case shall a veseel 
anchor within 200 yards of the shore or in such position as to 
impede the movements of a ferry or to prevent ready access to or 
from a pier. A line of three white buoys marks the east limit of 
this anchorage ground. 


Western Anchorage, Upper Bay. 

17. To the southward of the range passing through Wall Street 
Ferry, Brooklyn, and the white buoy to the north and east of 
Ellis Island, to the westward of a line running S.W. by S. (nearly) 
from the said white buoy to the white buoy south of Bedloes 
Island and the white buoy } mile east from Robbins Reef Light- 
house, and to the northward of a line from Constables Point, 
through Robbins Reef Lighthouse, to the last-mentioned white 
buoy; provided that no vessel anchors in Ellis Island Channel 
or so as to obstruct the approaches to any pier within these 
limits. 

Governors Island Anchorage. 


18. To the southward of Governors Island, within the trian- 
gular space included in lines running from Castle William to 
buoy No. 1, thence to buoy No. 3 in Buttermilk Channel. 
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Eastern Anchorages, Upper and Lower Bays. 


19. To the southward of a line passing through the Statue of 
Liberty on Bedloes Island, the two white buoys marking north 
limit of anchorage ground and the southern point of the north 
entrance to the Erie Basin; to the eastward of a range passing 
through Produce Exchange Tower, the east edge of Castle 
William, the white buoy marking north limit of anchorage 
ground, and buoys No. 14 and bell buoy off Owls Head; and to 
the eastward of a range passing through bell buoy off Owls Head, 
the western edge of Long Island in the Narrows, and eastern side 
of Fort Lafayette as far south as the East Channel, between 
buoys Nos. 4 and 6; provided that no vessel shall anchor within 
300 yards of the Erie Basin, and that no vessel shall anchor so as 
to impede the movements of a ferry or so as to prevent ready 
access to or from the piers. 


20. Vessels may anchor on Dry Romer Shoal and Flynns 
Knoll. 


Staten Island Anchorage. 


21. To the southward of a line from St. Georges Ferry Land- 
ing, Staten Island, to the white buoy off St. Georges Landing 
and the railroad terminal docks at Bay Ridge, Long Island, and 
to the westward of a line running S. § W. (nearly) froia the 
white buoy off St. Georges Landing, through the white buoys off 
Tompkinsville and Stapleton, Staten Island. To the westward 
of a line running S.S.E. } S. (nearly) from Fort Tompkins to the 
a on Cravens Shoal, thence to buoys Nos. 11, 9, and 7, thence 
to Conovers Beacon; but in no case shall a vessel anchor so as 


to impede the movements of any ferry or prevent ready access to 
or from any pier. 


The part of anchorage 21, lying between its northern boundary 
and the white buoy 800 yards south of said boundary, is reserved 
for ships of war of all nations and vessels of the United States 
Government. 

[Nore.—Vessels detained at upper quarantine may anchor 
between Fort Tompkins Light and Comaiies Wharf at Clifton, 
Staten Island.] 

Sandy Hook Bay Anchorage. 


22. To the southward of a line extending from East Beacon to 
Bayside Beacon (Point Comfort), vores they do not impede 
the movements of vessels in getting to and from the piers. In 
order to prevent injury to the submarine cables, vessels are for- 
bidden to anchor when the East Beacon Lighthouse bears any- 
where between the compass bearings of W.S.W. 4 W. and 


S.W. by W. 2 W. from the vessel, unless the said vessel is to the 
northward of the northern line of buoys of Gedneys Channel. 
No vessel shall anchor in any of the following channels :— 
Gedneys Channel, Main Channel, Swash Channel, and East 
Channel, excepting in cases of great emergency, and then outside 
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of the channels as marked by the buoys, and only until such time 
as they can procure assistance. 

23. Vessels carrying gunpowder or other explosives may 
anchor only as follows :— 


First—On the shoal ground to the eastward of Rickers Island,. 
East River, from } to § of a mile from this island. 

Second.—On Jersey Flats, to the westward of a line running 

N.E. by N. from the outer end of the pier, east of Black Tom 
Island ; provided that such vessels do not anchor within 800 yards. 
of Ellis Island, or within 500 yards of any pier. 
__ Third.—On the flats to the south of a line drawn from Bedloes: 
Island to Caverns Point, New Jerzey, and to the westward of a 
line from Bedloes Island to Robbins Reef ; provided that they do. 
not anchor within 1,000 yards of either Bedloes Island or Robbins. 
Reef light, or within 500 yards of any pier. Vessels (carrying: 
explosives) of too great draught to use this anchorage may anchor 
only in Gravesend Bay, but not within 1,000 yards of the: 
shore. 

All vessels laden with explosives while within the port will 
display at all times a red flag of at least 16 square feet surface at 
the masthead. Vessels so laden*and without masts will display 
the flag at least 10 feet above the uppermost deck. 

Ash scows, the property cf the municipalities bordering on the 
waters of the port, may be anchored in such places as the 
supervisor of anchorages may designate. 

The white mooring buoys off the upper quarantine station, in 

the Narrows, are exclusively for the use of vessels awaiting the 
first visit of the health officer, and are not to be occupied at any 
other time. i 

All officers of revenue vessels at the port of New York are 

charged with the enforcement of these rules and regulations, and 
_ are empowered to remove from her anchorage any vessel not 
anchored within the prescribed limits. 


Free Entry of Books, &c. 

A copy of the following circular has been received at the 
Foreign Office from the Treasury Department of the United 
States Government :— 

The attention of officers of the Oustoms is invited to para- 
graph 410 of the Act of August 28, 1894, which is as follows :— 

“Books, engravings, photographs, bound or unbound, etchings, 
music, maps, and charts, which shali kave been printed more than 
20 years at the date of importation, and all hydrographic charts, 
and scientific books and periodicals devoted to original scientific 
research, and publications issued for their subscribers by scientific. 
and literary associations or academies, or publications of indi-. 
viduals for gratuitous private circulation, and public documents. 
issued by foreign governments. 

“Tt has been represented that books and periodicals not strictly 
‘devoted to original scientific research’ have been admitted to 
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free entry, under too broad a construction of paragraph 410; the 
Department accordingly notifies officers of Customs that the terms 
of the law must be carefully observed. 

“The solicitor of the Treasury advises the Department that in 
his opinion the words ‘ scientific books and periodicals devoted to 
original scientific research’ relate to new discoveries in the field 
of science, and do not include text-books, compilations, and 
discussions of scientific subjects already understood. 

“ This construction of the law is concurred in by this Depart- 
ment.” 
Tonnage Dues on German Vessels. 

A copy of the following proclamation issued by the President 
of the United States on 3rd December last, has ice received at 
the Foreign Office and transmitted to the Board of Trade :— 

“ Whereas, by a proclamation of the President of the United 
States, dated January 26, 1888, upon proof then appearing satis- 
factory that no tonnage or light-house dues or any equivalent tax 
or taxes whatever were imposed upon American vessels enteri 
the ports of the empire of Germany, either by the Imperi 
Government or by the Governments of the German Maritime 
States, and that veszels belonging to the United States of 
America and their cargoes, were not required in German ports to 
pay any fee or dues of any kind or nature, or any import due 

igher or other than was payable by German vessels or their 
cargoes in the United States, the President did thereby declare 
and proclaim, from and after the date of his said Proclamation of 
January 26, 1888, the suspension of the collection of the whole of 
the duty of 6 cents per ton, not to exceed 30 cents per ton per 
annum, imposed upon vessels entered in the ports of the United 
States from any of the ports of the empire of Germany by 
Section 11 of the Act of Congress, approved June 19, 1886, 
entitled ‘An Act to abolish certain fees for official services to 
« American vessels, and to amend the laws relating to shipping 
* commissioners, seamen, and owners of vessels and for other 
purposes ;’” 

“ And whereas the President did further declare and proclaim 
in his proclamation of January 26, 1888, that the said suspension 
should continue so long as the reciprocal exemption of vessels 
belonging to citizens of the United States and their cargoes should 
be continued in the said ports of the empire of Germany and no 
longer ; 

“And whereas, it now appears upon satisfactory proof that 
tonnage or light-house dues or a tax or taxes equivalent thereto 
are in fact imposed upon American vessels and their cargoes 
entered in German ports higher and other than those imposed 
upon German vessels or their cargoes entered in ports of the 
United States, so that said proclamation of January 26, 1888, in 
its operation and effect contravenes the meaning and intent of 
said Section 11 of the Act of Congress approved June 19, 1886 : 

Now, therefore, I, Grover Cleveland, Presideng of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the aforesaid Section 11 of the 
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Act aforesaid, as well as in pursuance of the terms of the said pro- 
clamation itself, do hereby revoke my said proclamation of 
January 26, 1888, suspending the collection of the whole of the 
duty of 6 cents per ton, not to exceed 30 cents per ton per 
annum (which is imposed by the aforesaid Section of said Act) 
ben vessels entered in the ports of the United States from any 
of the ports of the German empire; this revocation of said pro- 
clamation to take effect on and after the 2nd day of January 1897.” 


Vessels proceeding Coastwise with imported Cargo on Board. 


The following circular has been received at the Foreign Office 
from the Bureau of Navigation of the United States :— 

“The Department’s attention has been invited to recent cases 
in which vessels have been allowed to proceed coastwise under 
enrolment and license with merchandise on board which had not 
been unladen in the United States. The practice was prohibited 
by the Regulations of 1884 and preceding general regulations, but 
the prohibition seems to have been omitted from the revision of 
1892.” 

Article 117, Regulations 1892, is hereby amended by the 
addition thereto of the following paragraph :— 

« Enrolment and license must not be granted to a vessel having 
on board merchandise brought in her from a foreign port and not 
unladen in the United States.” 


Removal of Restrictions as to Importation and Sale of Rifles and 
Ammunition in Alaska. 


The Foreign Office have received, from the Treasury Department 
of the United States, a copy of the following circular :— 

* The following regulations are prescribed under the authority 
of Section 14 of the Act of May 17, 1884, entitled‘ An Act 
providing a Civil Government for Alaska,’ and Section 1955 of 
the Revised Statutes:— 

1. All restrictions and prohibitions heretofore placed upon the 
importation into the territory of Alaska of breech-loading rifles 
and ammunition therefor, and the sale within the said territory, 
except as herein-after provided, are hereby removed. 

“2. Permission is granted hereby for the introduction into 
Alaska territory of breech-loading rifles and ammunition therefor, 
and for the sale of such articles within said territory, in the same 
manner as articles of merchandise upon the importation and sale 
of which no restrictions have been placed. 

“ 3. The foregoing provisions shall not affect existing restrictions 
upon the introduction and use of fire-arms and ammunition upon 
the islands of St. George and St. Paul, Alaska, which restrictions 
shall remain in full force and effect as though this order had 
not been issued.” 


Customs Decisions. 


The fol! : "ting to the classification of articles 
in the Custun.. * Son of the Customs laws of 
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the United States have recently been given by the authorities 
in that country. 

Dried mushrooms, consisting of mushrooms cut up, dried, 
powdered, and preserved in tin cans, are dutiable at 40 per 
cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 271 of Act of 1890, 
as “mushrooms, prepared or preserved, in tins, jars, bottles, or 
otherwise.” 

Iron ties or bands, enveloping bundles of steel, to hold them 
together, are entitled to tare when they consist of bands 
ordinarily used for the purpose, and which are of little or no 
commercial value. 

Japanese playing cards are assessed fur duty at 10 cents per 
package, and 50 per cent. ad valorem, under paragraph 312, Act 
of August 1894, 


_ 
Establishment of a Custom-house in Mexicv City. 

The “ Bollettino di Notizic Commerciali” publishes a decree of 
the Mexican Republic (communicated by the Italian Legation at 
Mexico) establishing a Custom-house in the city of Mexico. 

Art. 1 of the decree states the Custom-house is established 
for the examination of such goods of foreign origin as may be 
authorised by the Department of Customs. 

Art, 4 states that only the Ministry of Finance has the power 
to authorise the examination at the city of Mexico of such 
articles as, from their delicate nature, it may be more convenient 
to do so than at the Maritime Customs, Only the following 
classes of goods may be examined at Mexico without a special 
permit, viz. :—Effects for the Federal Government or for foreign 
ministers or ap agents, passengers or travellers effects, and 
the baggage of theatrical companies. 

According to Art. 5 merchandise or effects which are entered 
at the Custom-house of the city of Mexico, shall be subject to the 
following dues after the first 15 days, viz.: 3 centavos per day . 
for every 100 kiloge. or portion of 100 kilogs. for the first 30 days, 
and 5 centavos per day afterwards up toa period of six months. 
Merchandise remaining a longer period than six months may 
be sold by auction—or even before that time if it is liable to 
deterioration. 


GUATEMALA. 


New Port of Entry, and Dues at Port Barrios, 


With reference.to a note on page 704 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for December 1896, a despatch has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Guatemala, enclosing copy and translation of the Presidential 
Decree by which Puerto Barrios, the terminus of the Northern 
Railway, has become the port of entry of the Atlantic coast of 
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Guatemala, instead of Livingston. A Customs serviceto attend 
to the needs of the trade of the Alta and Baja Verapaz will be 
still retained at Livingston. In the Custom-house of Puerto 
Barrios a place will be reserved for the storage of merchandise in 
transit. 

In order to provide funds for the widening of the mole at 
Puerto Barrios, and for the insurance against fire of the public. 
buildings, a charge of 50 cents (1s.) will be imposed on the 
importation duties on every package of merchandise subject to the 
same charge in the ports of the South and East of Guatemala, 
without reference to the contents of such package. . 


NICARAGUA. 


New Export Duty on Coffee. 


A report, dated 3rd November last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. H. J. Bingham, Her Maijesty’s Consul at 
Greytown, stating that the “ Asamblea Nacional Constituyente,” 
of Nicaragua, has approved of the agreement made between 
Doctor Luciano Gomez, representing the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment, and Mr. J. Luther Vaughan, on behalf of the London 
Committee of Foreign Bondholders. 

By this agreement the arrears of interest due on the Nicaraguan 
loan of 285,0001., and which arrears of interest now amount to 
34,2001., shall be reduced to 17,1001. That from the Ist of 
January 1896, the interest on the loan shall be reduced from six 
per cent, to four per cent. per annum, and that in addition to the 
payment of the interest, the Government of Nicaragua shall every 
year remit 2,8501., equal to une per cent. on the total amount of 
the loav, one half of which sum shall be used to take up part 
of the arrears of interest, and the remaining half dapoalted as 
a sinking fund. The whole of these payments are to be 
guaranteed by an extra duty of four shillings, English money, 
to be levied on every hundred of coffee exported out of the 
country. 

The Government of Nicaragua state that they have now sent 
to England, in accordance with this agreement, 11,400/. for interest. 
for the year ending 3lst December 1896, at the rate of four per 
cent.; 1,426/. on account of arrears of interest; and 1,425/. on 
account of the sinking fund. 


Costa Rica. 


Denunciation of certain Articles in Treaty with United Kingdom, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs received, on the 
26th November last, from the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Costa Rican Republic, a note, denouncing Articles V., VI., and 
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VII. of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and Navigation 
between Great Britain and the Republic of Costa Rica concluded 
on the 27th of November 1849. 

This notice of denunciation, which is in conformity with the 
provisions of Article XV. of that Treaty, has been accepted by 
Her Majesty's Government, and Articles V., VI., and VII. of 
the Treaty will cease and determine accordingly on the 26th of 
of November 1897. 

All the other articles of the Treaty will remain in force. 


The following is the text of the three articles in question :— 

V. No higher nor other duties shall be imposed on -the- 
importation into the territories, dominions, or settlements of Her 
Britannic Majesty, of any articles being of the growth, produce,. 
or manufacture of the Republic of Costa Rica, and no higher or 
other duties shall be imposed on the importation into the 
territories of the Republic of Corta Rica, of any articles being the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the territories, dominions, 
and settlements of Her Britannic Majesty, than are or shall be 
payable on the like articles, being the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of any other foreign country ; nor shall any other or 
higher duties or charges be imposed in the territories, dominions, 
or settlements of either of the high contracting parties, on the 
exportation of any articles to the territories, dominions, or settle 
ments of the other, than such as are or may be payable on the 
exportation of the like articles to any other foreign country ; nor 
shall any prohibition be imposed upon the exportation or impor- 
tation of any articles, the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
territories, dominions, or settlements of Her Britannic Majesty, 
or of the Republic of Costa Rica, to or from the said territories, 
dominions, or settlements of [ler Britannic Majesty, or to or from 
the Republic of Costa Rica, which shall not equally extend to all 
other nations. 

VI. No higher nor other duties or payments on account of 
tonnage, of light or harbour dues, of pilotage, of salvage in case- 
either of damage or shipwreck, or on account of any other local. 


charges, shall be imposed in any of the ports of the Republic of 


Costa Rica on British vessels, than those payable in the same- 
rts by Costa Rican vessels; nor in any of the territories, 
ominions, or settlements of Her Britannic Majesty on Costa Rican. 
vessels, than shall be payable in the same ports on British vessels. 
VII.,The same duties shall be paid on the importation into- 
the territories of the Republic of Costa Rica, of any article being 
of the growth, produce, or manufacture of the . territories, 
dominions, or settlements of Her Britannic Majesty, whether 
such importation shall be made in Costa Rican or British vessels ; 
and the same duties shall be paid on the importation into the 
territories, dominions, or settlements of Her Britannic Majesty,. 
of any article being the growth, produce, or manufacture of the 
Republic of Costa Rica, whether such importation shall be made 
in British or in Costa Rican vessels. 
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The same duties shall be paid, and the same bounties and 
drawbacks allowed, on the exportation to the Republic of Costa 
Rica of any articles being the growth, produce, or manufacture of 
the territories, dominions, or settlements of Her Britannic Majesty, 
whether such exportation shall be made in Costa Rican or in British 
vessels; and the same duties shall be paid, and the same bounties 
and drawbacks allowed, on the exportation of any articles, being 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of the Republic of Costa Rica, 
to the territories, dominions, or settlements of Her Britannic 
Majesty, whether such exportation shall be made in British or in 
Costa Rican vessels. 


Perv. 


Establishment of General Deposit Warehouses. 


A despatch, dated 12th November lest, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Captain H. M. Jones, V.C., Her 
Majesty’s Minister at Lima, cnclosing text and translation of a 
law passed by the late Congress relating to the establishment of 
general deposit warehouses in the Republic of Peru, and the issue 
of warrants. 

The law is as follows :— 

Art. 1. The executive is hereby authorised to contract, “ad 
referendum,” with any private undertaking which offers sufficient 
guarantee for the establishment of general warehouses in Arequipa, 
destined for the deposit of every kind of merchandise. 

Art, 2. The merchandise and produce, of whatever kind they 
may be, whether imported or destined for exportation, shall be 
deemed legally outside of the territory of the Republic for the 
purpose of the payment of duties, and this privilege shall last for 
three years. 

Art. 3. The warrants, which may be issued by the Directors of 
the general warehouses shall be free from stamp dues and from 
all other contributions, it being lawful to prime: and negotiate 


them as with bills of exchange. 


Art. 4, The Custom-house of Mollendo shall liquidate the 
duties which may be recoverable in merchandise which is trans- 
ferred to the general warehouses at Arequipa, opening an account 
current for the value of the said duties, with the direction of the 
said warehouses, and the direction will remain responsible for the 
value of said duties, and under the obligation of recovering such 
value, either in money or balancing the account with the amount 
of the liquidation which may result from the permits of the 
Bolivian Custom-house for the merchandise which may be 
imported into that Republic, from the general warehouses. 

Art, 5. The directory of the general warehouses shall pay to 
the Custom-house of Mollendo the import duties on merchandise 
which may be taken out for consumption as soon as its removal 
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has been effected. The Custom-house of Mollendo shall render 
every three months a balance of accounts with the directory of 
the warehouses. 

Art. 6. The executive shall take the necessary steps for the 
proper carrying into effect of the depositing operations, drawing 
up special rules, which, without contravening the laws at present 
in force, may guarantee the exact payment of fiscal dues; sub- 
mitting the said rules to the Chambers for their definitive sanction 
in the next legislature. 

Art. 7. For the preparatory expenses and the study of the 
matter of the present law, which the Supreme Government shall 
order to be made, the sum of 3,000 soles is voted, this amount 


being considered under its respective heading in the General | 


Budget in force in the Republic. 
Art, 8. The executive is at the same time authorised to 
establish general warehouses in the city of Piura, or in the port. 


of Paita if in its opinion it should be convenient so to do. 


JAPAN. 
The New Customs Tariff. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that according to a vernacu- 
lar journal (the Yomiuri Shimbun), it is anticipated, that the 
negotiations for the revision of the five remaining treaties— 
namely, those with Austria- Hungary, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, 
and Switzerland—will be concluded before the end of February 
next. It will then be possible for the Japanese Government to 
give notice of the enforcement of the new tariff, which, accordi 
to the treaties, is to go into operation six months after the work 
of revision is completed. If that calculation prove correct 
the tariff will become operative from the beginning of September 
next. Of course, some legislation will be nec with 
respect to articles not included in the tariff schedule, but the 
Yomiuri learns that a Bill in that sense has been prepared and 
will be submitted to the Diet next session. . 


British Inp1a. 
Tariff Decisions. 

The following notifications have been received at the Board of 
Trade from the India Office: 

In exercise of the power conferred by Section 22 of the Sea 
Customs Act (VIII. of 1878) the Governor General in Council is 
pleased to declare that the entries “copper, Australian” and 
“copper, Japan” shall be eliminated fron No. 15 of Schedule IV. 
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to the Indian Tariff Act (VIII. of 1894), as amended by Acts 
XVI. of 1894 and III. of 1896. 

Machinery (and component parts thereof) for the generation of 
electricity, to be used exclusively for purposes of lighting, namely, 
dynamos and their connections with the prime—movers,—are 
exempted from import duty. 

Fish-maws, shack-fins, and mother-of-pearl shell are exempted 
from import duty. 

With reference to the levy of duty on certain dredgers imported 
for the Bengal-Nagpur railway, the Government of India agree 
with the collector of Customs and the Board of Revenue that the 
“ dredgers ” in question cannot be treated as coming under the 
rr in article 14 (0) of Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff 

ct. 

Nor can they be specially exempted as railway material because 
they are imported by or under the orders of a railway company. 
The law does not admit the principle that a railway company 
should be exempted from duty in respect of all the implements 
imported for its use which would be taxed if imported and used 
by other persons. Nor can everything be reckoned as railway 
material, within the scope of article 93, which is used by a railway 
company in the constraction of its Jine. The present case is 
therefore not one in which the operation of the law should be 


relaxed. 


NATAL. 


Rebate of Duties on certain Goods in Transit, §c. 

A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Colonial Office, containing copy of Proclamation 68 of 1896 of 
the Natal Executive, which provides that a rebate of the whole 
of the Customs duties shall be allowed on the following goods 
imported or warehoused on importation into the Colony of Natal, 
whenever such goods shall be removed overland to any colony, 
state, or territory outside Natal, in accordance with the regu- 
lations from time to time prescribed in that behalf, viz. :— 

Asbestos. 

Bags, coal. 

Battery cloth, gauze, matting, sieving, and screening. 

Boiler composition. 

Composition metal, for bearings and foundings, including solder. 


* Chain. 


Brass, in ingots, plates, rods, or sheets. 
Cranes, elevators, and sheers. 

Crucibles and cupell.ng furnaces. 

Electric cable or wire, and posts for same. 
Felt, covering 

Fire bars. 

Fire bricks. 

Fire clay. 
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Furnaces for roasting minerals. 

Hose, steam, suction, and armoured, for use in connection with 
machinery, but not including garden. 

India-rubber and other lagging and packing for machinery, 

Tron and steel, bolt, hoop, or rod. 

Lead, bar, foil, pipe, and sheet. 

Machinery and the component parts thereof not enumerated in 
the free list, not being for domestic use. 

Machine bands, driving rope, belting, lacing, fasteners, and 
tighteners. 

Moulds, ingots. 

Pipes and tubes, earthen, iron, lead, and steel. 

Retorts. 

Shafting. 


Skips, tanxs, tubs, and vats, suitable and intended for mining 


teel and iron chimneys (smoke stacks). 

Tin, in discs. 

Zinc in blocks, discs, ingots, plates, or sheets. 

And that a rebate shall be allowed to the extent of the 
difference between the present transit duty and 31. per cent. 
ad val. on cyanide of potassium and other chemicals for use in 
the extraction of metals from ores, and the difference between 
the present transit duty and 1s. 3d. per 1,000 on detonators, and 
the difference between the present transit duty and 3d. per lb. 
on dynamite, imported or warehoused on importation into Natal, 
whenever such goods shall be so removed overland in accordance 
with such regulations as aforesaid. 

Provided always, that save and except as to the classes of 
goods which may be sent in transit overland, and the rates of 
transit dues payavle thereon, all existing transit rules and regu- 
Jations shall be and remain in full force and effect. 


LEEWARD IsLanps. 
Ports of Entry in Anguilla. 
A despatch has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
Celonial Office, enclosing copy of an Act (21 of 1896) of the 
Government of the Leeward Islands, by which Sandy Hill Bay 


ceases to be a port of entry, and Forrest Bay is substituted for the 
same. 


Road Bay and Forrest Bay are thenceforward to be the only 
lawful ports of entry in Anguilla. 
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XVIIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


German CommercraL Mission To THE Far East. 


With reference to the notification on p. 708 of the last number 
of the “Journal” a despatch, dated 8th December, has been 
received at the Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, stating that it is reported in the 
“Cologne Gazette,” that the scientific expedition which it is 
proposed to send to the Far East for the purpose of studyi 
the economic and industrial conditions prevailing there, wi 
probably start from Bremen on January 27th next, on board the 
North German Lloyd steamer “Sachsen.” A meeting was to 
be held at the Ministry of the Interior on the 11th December, 
with the object of discussing the nature and scope of these 
investigations. 


Grants TO BatatTa-SEEKERS DutcH GUIANA. 


A report, dated 1st December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Sidney Churchill, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Paramaribo, stating that, until recently, the grants for 
the search tor Balata issued by the Surinam Government were 
good for a period of six months only. Grants for gold exploration 
could be obtained for periods of one year with pre-emption rights 
to the ntee ; the Balata-seekers therefore took out grants to 
search for gold on a large scale and sought for Balata on their 

nts, 

“ order to put a stop to this the Government has now issued 
an ordinance, whereby no grant for Balata exploration purposes 
shall be issued for lands within a radius of 30 kilometres from any 


. existing Balata concession. Grants for gold exploration are 


issued subject to the same restrictions. 


Imports oF Coat INTO GERMANY. 
Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, 
in a despatch to the Foreign Office, encloses a précis of an article 
which has appeared in the “North German Gazette” on the 


Bm te of the increased import of English coal into Germany. 


he following is the précis in question :— 
“How large the import of English coal still is in spite of the 
alterations of railway tariffs in favour of German coal is proved 
by the most recent returns. It appears that four millions of tons 
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of English coal were imported from England into Germany in 
1895. Only 15,000 were imported by the Rhine, while from 
the three Rhine ports, Ruhrort, Duisburg, and Hochfelden in the 
three first months of this year alone half a million of German 
coal was exported. On the other hand 1,800,000 tons of coal 
were imported by the North Sea harbours and 24 millions by the 
Baltic. Hamburg alone imported 1,400,000 tons. Stettin- 
Swinemiinde comes next with 800,000, then Dantzig and Kiel 
with about a quarter of a millioneach. Konigsberg-Pillau import 
a somewhat smaller amount. This year the import of English 
coal has increased. The coal import for the first six months. was 
341,000 tons more than in the corresponding period of last year, 
and almost all of this increased import came from England. In 
Berlin in the third quarter of the present year 127,000 tons of 
English coal were consumed as against 31,000 tons in the corre- 
sponding period of last year. t represents an increase of 
40 per cent., while the German product has only increased at the 
rate of 12 per cent., the total increase being at the rate of 17 per 
cent. This is less than the increase in the three German ports 
of entry mentioned above. In the first nine months of the 
year import increased from 400,000 to 520,000 tons or 28 per cent.” 


Hampure Surrrine In 1896. 


A report, dated 4th January last, bas been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Charles §. Dundas, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Hamburg, stating that, according to a ta 
published by the Bureau for Trade Statistics, 10,477 ships, with a 
total of 6,445,000 tons register, have entered the port of Hambu 
during the year 1896, as compared with 9,443 ships an 
6,254,000 tons in 1895. Of the total number of ships entered in 
1896, 3,514 were British, being an increase of 66 ships over 
1895. 

Daring the year, 10,371 ships, with a total of 6,300,000 tons, 
cleared from Hamburg, as compared with 9,446 ships and 
6,280,000 tons in 1895. 


New Live oF STEAMERS BETWEEN ROTTERDAM AND 
PARAMARIBO. 

A communication has been received at the Foreign Office from 
Mr. Sidney Churchill, Her Majesty’s Consul at Paramaribo, stating 
that, according to the local prese of Surinam, a firm of ship- 
owners of Rotterdam, whose name is not given, propose runnin 
a line of steamers to Paramaribo in competition with the Dutch 


West Indies Mail Company and the other lines which now call at 
that port. 
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Tue InrernationaL Union ror Testing MATERIALS. 


A communication, dated 25th November last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from the Director of the “ International 
Union for making Experiments connected with Manufactures ” 
(Association Internationale pour Vessai des Matériaux), Berlin, 
enclosing copy of the regulations of the Union, from which it 
appears that it was established with the object of developing and 
assimilating the tests of materials used in building, and other 
materials, as- well as the improvement of methods relating to 
manufactures. This object is to be attained by— 


1. Congresses and conferences of the Association. 
2. The issue of a journal by the Association. 


3. Other measures and steps which may be considered as 
furthering the object of the Association. 


Consrruction or a Commercran Harsour at Bouate 
(ALGERIA). 

A despatch, dated 6th January, has been received from the 
‘Foreign Office, enclosing copy of an extract from the “Journal 
Officiel” of 31st December last, containing Presidential Decree 
authorising the creation of a commercial harbour at Bougie 
(Algeria), at a cost of two million francs. 


Tae Sugar InpusTRY OF MARTINIQUE. 

In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. G. Borde, Her 
Majesty’s Acting Consul at Saint Pierre (Martinique) states that. 
the general uneasiness that prevailed in that island since the 
beginning of the sugar crisis in 1893, and more particularly since 
the fatal cyclone of 1891, has increased during the year 1895, 
and now extends to the very life sources of the country. 

iculture, commerce, industry, and finance are suffering, 
and it is only by the energy of the inhabitants and the mutual 
help they give to each other that the country is saved from ruin 
under the weight of general discouragement. 

The resources in reserve were used, after the cyclone, to 
restore the half-destroyed crops, and to rebuild or repair the 
entirely unroofed and heavily damaged houses. These resources 
are now exhausted, and the better days hoped for have not come. 

On the contrary, during the past four years, everyone has 
been vainly striving against the elements and other ills. After 
the cyclone of 1891 came the great drought of 1894, such as 
had not been experienced for many years, which destroyed 
nearly one-third of the crop of sugar. Again, the “shot-borer ” 
has achieved the destruction of the canes that had been spared 
by the drought, this perfidious enemy of the planter unceasingly 
reappearing at places wherefrom it was thought to have been 
expelled for ever. And. lastly, the extremely low prices for 
sugar that prevailed during the whole year completed the ruin 
of the planters. 
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However, with all these evils, out of the 21 central sugar 
factories established in the island, not une has shut its doors ; 
for they all hope that the mother country will hear their com- 
plaint, and grant them the so much desired “détaxe de distance,” 
which would allow them to sustain the fight with the French 
beet-sugar producers. 

The causes that lead to the ruin of agriculture should be borne 
in mind, because distress in the country strikes all branches of 
the public weal. Industry and commerce suffer. The commis- 
sion merchant, whose funds haye come to the rescue of the 
sugar-producers, makes a smaller profit on reduced crops ; vessels, 
having less freight to carry, become scarcer in the -barbour; the 
labourer, earning a smaller salary, has to reduce his expenses ; the 
stockholder, not obtaining the interest on his shares, is often in 
want, and has to sell his shares at abnormally low prices. For 
instance, the “ Usine” shares, which in 1889 were worth from 
600 to 700 frs., or 100 to 2u0 frs. above their par value, are now 
sold for 100 to 200 frs. each. 

Finally, the imports being larger than the exports, the difficulty 
for remitting abroad is great, and exchange reaches the unusually 
high rate of 9 per cent., at which it was maintained during almost 


the whole year 1895.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No, 1831.) 


Frencu Steamer Service ro Berra (East Arrica). 


A report, dated 11th November, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. Alexander C. Ross, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Beira, stating that within the past two months two French 
companies have begun to run steamers connecting that port with 
South Africa. 

The Messageries, Maritimes Company has given notice that in 
future a steamer of the Company will run once a month from 
Diego Suarez to Mozambique, Beira, and Lourengo Marques and 
back, connecting at Diego Suarez with the Madagascar and 
Mauritus steamers of the Company. The rates from Beira are 
as follows :— 


Rates of Passage by the Messageries Maritimes from Beira, 


To Ist Class, 2nd Class. 8rd Class. Deck. 
£3. d. £8. d. aad 
34 08 2 0 OF, 
DelagoaBay - -| 7,0 ree ot 1 25, 
34 2 0 
Mozambique 700 1 Seas ot Of: 
Zanzibar - - -| 26 00 28 0 O 1 $18 of 
Port Said - 45. 0°0 | 34 8:0 oF 
13 4.0% 
Marseilles - - -| 49 0 0 88 0 0 18 8 0 10 8 of 
* With food. Without food, 
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By the first steamer, which arrived at Beira, the other day, 
letters reached there from Europe in four weeks, a time which 
up to now has only been equalled by letters going by the over- 
land route vid Cape Town and Lourenco Marques. This first 
steamer carried to Beira over 100 head of cattle and 800 tons of 
general cargo for Lourengo Marques. It took in Beira some 
2501. of passage money. The coaster employed in this service is 
a very old boat, the “ Alphée.” It is a fast boat, and there is no 
doubt that if this service is run up to time, it will be well 
patronised, 

The other French service is that of the Chargeurs Réunis of 
Havre. The steamers carrying out this service sail from Havre, 
call at Bordeaux, Lisbon, various West African ports, then at 
Lourengo Marques, Madagascar, Mocambique, Beira, Lourengo 
Marques, Cape Town, West African ports, Bordeaux, and 
Havre. 

The steamers employed in the service are not equal in size and 
speed to the Cape mail steamers, but the catering and general 
arrangements are said to be excellent, and the journey along the 
West Coast of Africa an interesting one. 

The fares include a certain allowance of wine. They are 
somewhat in excess of those charged by the German line, but. 
rather lower than those of the Cape mail line:, 


Rates of Passage by the Chargeurs Réunis from Beira, 


To Ist Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. Deck. 

£ s. d. £ d. 

Lourenco Marques - 6 0 0 410 0 210 0 a 
Capetown -  -| 1200] 1200] 800] 500 
Europe - - 4800 388 00} 2 00 


SpanisH GRAIN AND WINE Crops IN 1896. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. Walter Hearn, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Cadiz, gives the following information with 
regard to the Spanish harvest which he states is taken from an 
official source :-— 

It is calculated that the total grain harvest of Spain will be 
400,000,000 kilos. (400,000 tons) below the~ average of 
2,270,000,000 kilos. (2,270,000 tons), and that quite that amount 
wil] have to be imported for the year’s consumption, against an 
average importation of 274,000,000 kilos. (274,000 tons) in former 


years. 

As the price of grain up to the end of April had increased by 
“4 pesetas (2s. 8d.) per 160 kilos. (about 3} bushels), averagin 
in value about 25 pesetas (16s. 8d.) per 100 kilos., and as all 
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imported grain will have to pay a surtax of 2 pesetas 50 c. 
(1s. 8d.) in addition to the Customs duty of 8 pesetas (5s. 4d.) per 
100 kilos. the price is likely to be very high during the coming 
winter, while, moreover, the importation of foreign flour is 
rendered impossible by a surtax of 4 pesetas 12 c. (2s, 9d.) added 
to the duty of 13 pesetas 20c. (8s. 10d.), or 17 pesetas 32 c. 
(11s. 7d.) in all per 100 kilos. 

The annual average of the harvest in Spain frem 1890 to 1895 
was as follows :— 


| Quantity. 
| Kilos. Tons. 
Harvest - - 2,270,000,000 2,270,000 
Importation - - <| 274,000,000 274,000 
Consumption - - | 2,168,000,000 2,168,000 
Exportation - | 24,000,000 24,000 
Seed - « 324,000,000 324,000 


The exportation is almost entirely confined to flour ground in 
the Peninsula, which is sent to the Spanish colonies. 

The reports generally give very good accounts of the vin- 
tage in the sherry-growing districts. It appears that owing 
to the drought, and no doubt also to the phylloxera, the 
quantity of juice is only about up to the average, but the quality 
is said to be far better than usual, The following figures from 
the district of Jerez de la Frontera, which have been published, 
are interesting. 

The total production of juice (must) amounts to 180,000 
hectolitres (3,960,000 gallons, or about. 35,350 butts). The 
average amount of wine from each hectare is 24 hectolitres (528 
gallons) or 213 gallons per acre. 

The amount of juice obtained for each 100 kilos. (220 lbs.) of 
grapes is 72 litres (15°8 gallons), while the total quantity of 
grapes gathered and pressed for wine amounted to 25,000,000 
Eiloe. (25,000 tons). 

The value of the vintage per hectare (2°471 acres) is calculated 
to be 15 pesetas (10s.) or about 4s. an acre, while the cost of 
labour, presumably in gathering the grapes, is 2 pesetas 50 ¢. per 
hectare, or about 8d. an acre.—-(Foreign Office Annual Series, 
No, 1830.) 


INTRODUCTION OF THE NITRE TRADE INTO TRIESTE, 


_ A report, dated the 2nd December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Majesty’s 

Consul at Trieste, to the effect that an entirely new departure in - 
the Trieste import trade is the recent introduction of nitre from 
Chile in Austrian bottoms. It is the first venture there in this 
article of commerve, but is one likely to be repeated, the supply of 
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a great territory being aimed at, for which large tonnage is already 
reported to be afloat. Hitherto this demand has been met from 
other directions, and this deviation of the traffic is likely to prove 
of some importance in the trade. 


Proposed BuLGARIAN SUBVENTION TO ForEIGN LINE OF 
STEaAMERS TO BourGAs AND VARNA. 


A despatch, dated 13th December last, has been received from 
Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty’s Diplomatic Agent at Sophia, which 
states that with regard to the information that the Bulgarian 
Government contemplates offering a subvention to some foreign 
line of steamers, which shall undertake to call at the ports of 
Varna and Bourgas twice a month, at fixed dates, it may be of 
interest to the British shipping community ‘o receive early notice 
of these proposals through the Chamber of Shipping, or some 
other suitable channel. 

The precise amount and form of the subvention to be offered 
has apparently not yet been fixed, but it would seem probable 
that the best form in which immediate offers for the service could 
-be made would be on the’basis of a subsidy of so much per ton 
of goods shipped from the Bulgarian ports, with a low guaranteed 
minimum per voyage. The intention of the Government is 
apparently to particularly encourage the export trade, whilst it 
would seem to be assumed that the import trade can take care of 
itself. 

Pending a public invitation for definite tenders on a definite 
basis, any informal proposals from British shipowners might be 
submitted to the Bulgarian Government. 

It is stated that an offer of some kind has already been made 
for this service by a German steamship company. 


Nrew Raitway 1N GuAaTEMALA. 


A despatch, dated 25th November last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Guatemala, stating that the President of the Republic 
of Guatemala has inaugurated the opening of the Northern Rail- 
way to Zacapa, the line being now open to traffic for a distance of 
101 miles between Port Barrios on ee The former port, 
situated in an extensive bay at the extremity of the Gulf of 
Amatique, an arm of the Atlantic Ocean, and completely pro- 
tected trom the hurricanes common on the coast, offers an excellent 
and safe anchorage. At Port. Barrios an iron pier, and loading 
and landing-stages of 1,200 ft., have been constructed capable of 
accommodating three large steamers and several smaller vessels. 
At low. water the depth alongside the pier is 20 ft., but when 
dredging operations are completed there will be fully 30 ft. 
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It is officially announced that in March next the line will be 
opened as far as “ El Rancho de San Augustin,” leaving a distance 
of about 60 miles to be constructed. 

When completed, the line will be of the greatest commercial 
importance to the Republic, and will bring the capital within 12 
days of London. 

There is already a busy shipping movement at Port Barrios, 
and several lines of British, German, and American steamships 
are already established and running to various European and 
American porte. 

Guatemalan exports have increased considerably within the past 
two years, and between the years 1886 and 1894 their value rose 
from 671,900/. to 2,032,4002 

It is confidently stated that when the “ Northern Railway” has 
been running for five years the commerce of the Republic will 
have been more than doubled, ; 


New Paoiric Rartway across Costa RIca. 


A report, dated 27th November last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Perey G. Harrison, Her Majesty's 
Consul at San José (Costa Rica), stating that the Congress of 
that Republic, by a decree dated. the 24th of November, has 
resolved that the construction of the railway to the Pacific shall 
be proceeded with, and that the route recommended by the 
technical commission appointed by the Executive, by which the 
port of Tiveves, in the Gulf of Nicoya is fixed upon as the 
termination of the line, shall be the one adopted. 

The Congress has further empowered the Executive to make 
any contracts they may consider necessary for the construction of 
the line, or for works for the improvement of the port. These 
contracts, however, will have to be submitted to, and obtain the 
approval of Congress before they become valid. 


Steam COMMUNICATION BETWEEN PARAMARIBO AND 
BARBADOS. 


A report, dated 17th November last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Sidney Churehill, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Paramaribo, to the effect that direct communication, by 
the Government mail steamer “ Paramaribo,” was to be established 
with Barbados from January 1, 1897. 
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Tue SANITARY CONDITION OF PERNAMBUCO. 


A report, dated 4th December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. F. Howard, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Pernambuco, stating that an improvement in the sanitary condi- 
tion of that port and city is rapidly becoming more pronounced, 
the average daily mortality being reduced to 19 as against 21 
daily during the previous fortnight ending 15th November. 

Small-pox has decreased from 144 to 110 cases, with one death 
(a negro). 

The acute forms of malaria are, however, manifesting them- 
selves, the total number of deaths from this cause being 21 during 
the 15 days ending 4th December last, as against 18 during the 
previous fortnight. 

The above information has been duly communicated to the 
Governors of Barbados and British Honduras, and also to the 
senior naval officer of Her Majesty’s ships on the station of 


Pernambuco. 


XIX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SvuEz CANAL. 


According to the “Canal de Suez” bulletin, the number of 
ships passing through the canal in the month cf September last 
was 260, of a gross tonnage of 941,087 tons. 

Of these 260 vessels, 174 were British, of a gross tonnage of 
650,606 tons; 24 German, 87,654 tons; 17 Dutch, 43,509 tons; 
16 French, 57,733 tons; 8 Italian, 19,746 tons ; 6 Spenish, 21,361 
tens ; 6 Russian, 29,738 tons; 4 Austro-Hungarian, 17,369 tons ;. 
3 Ottoman, 5,166 tons; 1 Japanese, 4,697 tons; and 1 Nor- 
wegian, 3,514 tons. 


Tue Linen TRADE. 
According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, az 
ublished in the “Irish Textile Journal,” business was carried 
through much on the same scale in November as in the previous 
month, and both spinners and manufacturers continue well fore- 
sold. Prices all round were very firm, and if any change took 
place it was by way of advance. i! 
The demand for Irish flax was rather quieter, and prices were 
easier in consequence. x store demand for Continental flaxes 
was good and pirices were firm. 
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During November a large business was done in yarns, and 
spinners were well sold ahead at full prices. For coarse tows 
and fine lines the demand was brisk, but fine numbers of tow 
yarns and coarse lines were more or less neglected. 

The improvement in the home trade noted in October had beer 
well sustained, and business concluded from week to week was 
fairly satisfactory, Orders, whilst given out cautiously, never- 
theless absorbed considerable quantities of goods in request by 
the home trade, and the outlook for the New Year was distinctly 
encouraging. 

The demand from the various European markets showed a falling 
off, the exports to Germany for November showing a decrease of 
over 13 per cent. in values, and France nearly 53 per cent. com- 
pared with the same month last year. Spain and Italy together 
showed an improvement of 38 per cent. 

There was a moderate but well sustained demand on United 
States account, but November shipments show a falling off of 
2°3 per cent. in value compared with November 1895. 

With Australia, business quieted down, and with both the 
West Indies and Brazil there was less doing. Canada showed 
some improvement, whilst the smaller markets were if anything, 
a trifle quieter. 

For the 11 months ended 30th November last, the exports of 
piece-goods from the United Kingdom showed a falling off of 
8°5 in values and 15°5 in quantities, compared with the same 
period of last year. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL AGENTS, 


The Bulletin of the “ Musée Commercial Belge” states that 
the Belgian Consul at Melbourne reports the visit of a commer- 
cial agent, entrusted by several firms of different nationalities 
(French, German, English, &c.) with the placing of their goods 
on foreign markets. Each of these firms contributed sums from 
1001. to 150/. sterling, according to their importance, towards 
the expenses of the journey and of advertisement. The agent 
in question has already visited Cape Colony, Natal, and the 
Transvaal, and, after a tour through the Australian Colonies is to 
proceed to Japan, Siam, British India, Egypt, Turkey, &c. 

The system, which appears to possess some points of interest, 
consists in the agent putting himself into communication with 
the principal importers of articles, the sale of which he wishes to 
push, and in making them sub-agents of the firm as well as giving 
them monopolies in the sale ; his chief object is to obtain a first 
order, and he takes care to have good information as to the com~ 


mercial morality and position of his new clients, which he obtains — 


from bankers, Consuls, and information offices. 

_ A commission is given him on the sales which he effects 
sonally and on orders transmitted within the first two or three 
years of the sub-agencies established by him. : 
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The firms which the agent actually represents are well known 
and of a good standing, and the fact that they are of different 
nationalities permits him to seek the support of the Consuls of 
different countries. When these firms are already represented 
abroad, he confines himself to visiting their agencies and impart- 
ing to them any fuller information he may possess. When it is 
a. question of forming a connection, he forwards on to the towns 
on his route samples of the articles he has for sale. 


Tne Crops in Russia 1n 1896. 

_The Ministry of Agriculture at St. Petersburg has just 
published statistics of the crops of 1896, based on over 6,000 
returns received from all parts of the Empire. The “Journal de 
la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople” notes that the 
general result of the harvest was below the average. 

The following table gives the statistics for Kuropean Russia, 
exclusive of Poland, and the Southern Caucasus :— 


Tchetverts.* 

Winter wheat - a - - 20,306,500 
Spring wheat - - - 29,264,500 
Rye - - - - 117,619,000 
Oats - - - - 95,333,000 
Barley - - - 31,105,000 
Buckwheat - - - 7,060,000 
Millet - 2 - 11,884,000 
Maize - - - 2,906,000 
Peas - - 8,159,000 
Total - 318,637,000 


This year’s harvest is much less abundant than any of the three 
preceding years ; it is almost the same as that of the year 1892, 
which followed on the bad harvest of 1891, and the total is 
about 16,672,000 tchetverts less than last year. 


Tue WEALTH OF EASTERN SIBERIA. 


A correspondent of the “ London and China Telegraph” writes 
that about 30 years ago the Russian mining engineer, Anosoff, 
discovered gold in the Amoor region, and felt convinced there 
was a great future for the whole district. From want of means, 
and the other. difficulties inseparable from a sparsely inhabited 
country at the extremity of the Empire, the. development of the 
industry: was.extremely slow. Still, mines like. the Verknear- 
nourskiya and Niman discovered by Anosoff are said to have 


* Tchetvert = 5°77 imperial bushels, 
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yielded more than 100 tons of gold, and the production from 
other sources has made a considerable total. It was reserved for 
a nephew of Anosoff, the mining engineer, Michael Pouzauoff, to 
make further and richer discoveries in the same region, having 
been sent on an exploring expedition by his uncle 13 years ago. 
This young and energetic engineer has explored two mines of 
great richness on the Amgune river, on the two slopes of a range 
of hills. One mine is the property of the Amgune Company, 
bulk of the shares being held by the Rossiskoya Company, a 
concern quoted on the French Bourse. It is said to have been 
ascertained that there is a reserve of more than 80 tons of gold 
within easy access of the surface, which can readily be worked at 
a cost of less than half the value of the gold produced. The 
other mine is of a much richer character, the gold lying in a more 
confined space, and between two to three times as valuable as its 
near neighbour. -This belongs to Messrs. Eltzoff and Levashoff, 
two Russians who seem to have been quietly but slowly 
developing the property, and will probably be partly disposed of 
through the agency of Mr. Pouzanoff, through whom the Amgune 
Company’s shares were sold to the Russiskoya Company. The 
Russian Government is wide awake now to the value of these 
discoveries, and all the territory to the north and. east within 
certain fixed: limits has been constituted the private appanage of 
His Majesty the Tsar. The Government does not, however, 
interfere with private enterprise on the Amgune, and the local 
authorities afford every protection to the workmen, and send 
Cossacks to protect and escort the gold, 


JAPANESE TRADE WITH Russia. 


The “ Journal de St. Petersbourg ” states that efforts are being 
made by the Japanese to establish direct commercial relations 
with Russia, especially with Moscow, Bakou, Batoum, and Odessa. 
These four towns were visited in October and December last by 
three notable Japanese, one of whom was M. Assano, President 
of the Japanese Pacific Navigation Company. These gentlemen 
oe to establish direct steam communication between Russia and 

apan. 
he Japanese Government, with the desire of extending its 
commercial relations with Russia, has granted considerable subsidies 
to the above-named steamship line, the president of which has 
been visiting a great number of factories and workshops in Russia, 
and is convinced that many Russian products will find a ready 
market in Japan, 


Beer. SvGar SrLEsta AND Posen (1896-97), 
' The “Journal Officiel”” of the 28th December last states that 
the beet crop in some districts has exceeded calculations, but in 
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many others has not reached the estimated amount. Ian Silesia, 
the crop of sugar-beets was considerably less than that of the pre- 
ceding season. 

The manufactories of this province consumed 15,385,000 quin- 
tals of beets, as against 13,762,531 quintals in 1895-96. 

The Posen manufactories consumed in 1896-97, 15,770,000 
quintals, as compared with 15,083,267 in 1895-96. 


THe CoLonisaTION OF GERMAN East AFRICA. 

The “*Monde Economique” states that, according to a report 
of Major von Wissmann, ex-Governor of German East Africa, the 
country isnot very desirable for colonisation. Scarcely any tract 
of it is healthy, and malaria is found throughout. Of a colony of 
50 German peasants, one-half die off during the yer. Europeans 
ean direct the plantations and occupy themselves with trade and 
rearing of cattle, but there are ae certain portions of the hilly 
districts which are suitable for plantations. Coffee growing in 
Usambara has succeeded well, but no success has as yet been 
obtained in the cultivation of tobacco. There is coal which could 
be mined with profit, but it is not certain if gold could be found 
in sufficient quantities to pay for the working. There are woods 
of great value. M. de Wissmann recommends Indian and Malay 


coolie labour. 


TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION BETWEEN FRANCE AND 
AMERICA. 

The “ Journal Officiel” of the 15th December last reports that 
a new international telegraphic service has been opened between 
France on the one hand and the Antilles, Venezuela, and Guiana. 
It is carried on by a cable recently laid between New York and 
the island of St. Domingo, a prolongation of the transatlantic 
cable from Brest to St. Pierre-Miquelon and New York, and by 
the line of the French Company in the neighbourhood of the 
Antilles. ‘The cost of telegraphing to the Antilles, Guiana, and 
Venezuela undergoes a reduction consequent on the opening of 
this route. The rates, which used to vary, according to destina- 
tion, from 8°55 frs. to 15°60 frs. per word are now laid down at 
from 6°70 to 12°50 frs. per word. 


TonkKIN CoAL FoR AMERICA. 


According to “Le Monde Economique,” a cargo of coal from 
Tonkin has been delivered on the Pacific coast of America, at a 
less cost than either the anthracite of Pennsylvania or Welsh 
coal. 
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Tne Frenon Commerciat Mission tro Curna. 

The “ Monde Economique” states that Mr. Brennier, Director 
of the Commercial Mission from Lyons, in China, arrived on the 
30th November at Pitsie, an important centre of the province 
of Kouéi-Tcheou, frequented by the caravans which come from 
Kouang-Si (Canton), Hanan, Szechuan, and Yun-Nan. M. 
Brennier hopes by the end of January 1897 to reach Yunnan- 
Fou, the capital of Yun-Nan, where he is to be joined by 
M. Leduc, special delegate of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
the Lyons mission. 

A second division of the mixsion, including the delegates from 
Lyons, Roubaix, Roanne, and Marseilles has just arrived at 
Han-Kiou-Hanyang whence it will reach Canton by the Hou- 
Nan. 

Finally, a third division comprising delegates from Lille and 
Bordeaux, after a stay at Canton, will ascend the Valley of 
the Si-Kiang as far as Mengtze and Yunnan-Fou to meet 
M. Brennier. 


Travian Wine Crop or 1896. 

The “Journal Officiel”’ states that, according to the latest 
returns, the wine crop of Italy should amount, for 1896, to 
21,273,000 hectolitres, or a decrease of 2,873,000 hectolitres, as 
compared with the crop of 1895. 

This decrease may be attributed to rains, hail, and the para- 
sitical diseases, which seriously damaged the yield, making it 
defective in quality and not good for keeping. 


CasLES across THE PactFic. 

According to the “ Railway Age,” (Chicago) Congress will be 
urged at the coming session to pass the Bill, already favourably 
reported by coinmittees of both Houses, for aiding the establishment 
of a Pacific telegraph cable from San Francisco vid the Hawaiian 
Islands to Japan and China. The distance to Honolulu is 2,097 
miles, to Japan about 6,500 miles, so that when laid this will be 
the longest cable in the worl'. The Pacific Cable Company of 
New York, with a capitalisation of 10,000,000 dols., proposes to 
build its cable by sales of stock, without issuing bonds, and it 
asks the United States to contract to pay 100,000 dols. a year 
for 20 years, or 2,000,000 dols., in return for which all messages 
for the Government are to be for ever transmitted without charge. 
The rate for ordinary private messages between the United States 
and Japan and China shall not exceed 1:25 dols. a word, and 
between the United States and Honolula 35 cents a word, and 
press rates shall not exceed one-fourth the rates on ordinary 
private messages, In case of war, rebellion, or other emergency, 

the United States may take ion of the line and keep the 
tame as long as necessary, and the Company shall be indemnified 
by the United States for any logs which it may suffer on account 
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of such seizure and control. As the cable will be laid at con- 
siderable depths, and will require at least 16 per cent. of slack, 
upward of 7,500 nautical miles of cable will be required. 
The total cost of the cable is estimated at 7,500,000 dols. In 
order to establish a successful transpacific cable it will be necessary 
later on, it is believed, for the company to lay a duplicate line of 
cable, so that the total expenditure will be largely increased. 


Propuction or Trin 1n Borivia. 

The “New York Engineering and Mining Journal” has 
received from Sefior F. G. Grauert, of Sucre, the following state- 
ment, giving the exports of tin from Bolivia to England for eight 
years past. These exports practically represent the production, 
and the figures are taken from the Bolivian Government reports, 
the quantities being in metric tons :— 


Exports of Tin from Bolivia. 


Year. Barra. Barrilla. | Fine. | Bars. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 

1888 440 1,420 923 1,363 
1889 590 1,229 999 1,389 
1890 565 1,687 1,096 1,664 
1891 663 1,379 896 1,559 
1892 1,076 2,681 2,743 2,819 
1893 1,362 2,380 1,547 2,909 

. 1894 1,305 3,350 2,199 3,482 
1895 1,612 4,824 2,485 4,097 


The Bolivian ores, as a rule, are very rich, some of the best 
being reported as carrying 65 per cent. metal. This far exceeds 
those of any other country. It will be seen that in the last four 
years there has been a large increase. 


EsTABLISHMENT OF A Boarp oF AGRICULTURE IN URUGUAY. 


According to the “Journal Officiel” of the 28th December 
last, the executive of the Uruguayan Republic passed a law 
on the 6th November last creating a National Board of Agricul- 
ture and Cattle Breeding, whose function ehould be to collect and 
publizh all information of use to the agriculturist and breeder of 
stock; to procure, make known, and distribute seeds and plants 
which might assist in the agricultural development of the country ; 
to direct, encourage, and superintend immigration and colonisa- 
tion ; to organise and direct theoretical and practical agricultural 
teaching, either in the field or in agricultural or vr ombeaee, 
schools ; to look into everything which concerns agriculture an 
stock-raising, and to especially look after the interests of rural 
industries. 

Statistics on these subjects will be issued to the public yearly, 
if possible, previous to 31st March, 
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Tue Japanese [RON AND COMMISSION, 

The “Iron Age” of New York reports that a delegation 
of prominent Japanese officials is now in the States studying 
American machinery and processes used in the manafacture of 
iron and steel. It is composed of Michitaro Oshima, K.H., 
technical director of the contemplated Imperial Steel Works, and 
formerly chief metallurgist of the Government gold and silver 
mines ; Gisho Yasnaga, mechanical engineer of the Imperial Steel 
Works; F. Obana, engineer of the Imperial Steel Works; 
J. Takayama, chief chemist of the Imperial Steel Works, chief of 
the Imperial Geological Survey, and chief engineer of the 
Department of Patents; K. Kommura, of the Komaisha Iron 
Works, Rikuchiu. These commissioners are stated to have been 

iven full authority to puchase the most improved machinery used 
in iron and steel making, and after a thorough study of the 
American appliances they will visit England, Germany, and 
France. They have been in Chicago, where they visited a number 
of works, and were entertained at the 'Technical Club by a number 
of engineers, manufacturers, and railway representatives, 


Ratnways tN Formosa, 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” states that it has long been under- 
stood to be the Government’s intention to leave to private enter- 
prise the work of constructing railways in Formosa, The 
contemplated railway system is to be divided, we believe, into 
four sections ; the first, a line from Kelung to Takow, passing 
through Taipeh, Taichu (Taiwan), and Tainan, that is to say, a 
line along the western coasi; the second from Kelung to Giran, 
in the north ; the third from Takow to Hienchun, in the south; 
and the fourth from Hienchun to Giran, along the east coast. A 
company has already been formed in Japan for the purpose of 
undertaking the work. It is said to have a capital of 15,000,000 
yen, and doubtless it will find no difficulty in obtaining a charter 
from the Government. ‘The “Shogyo Shimpo ” contains a para~ 
graph to the effect that work on the Kelung-Taipeh road will 
soon be commenced. 


A TRAns-JAPAN CANAL. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” states that the long-talked-of idea 
of cutting a canal across the main island, to connect the Japan 
Sea with the Bay. of Osaka, has been recently brought within the 
field of practicability. The originator of the project is Mr. 
Sakurada Sakesaku, who elaborated the design from the syetems 
in vogue in France and Belgium. His main idea is to cut a canal 
from Tsuruga to Lake Biwa on the one hand, and, on the other, 
to excavate a canal from Otsu to Rokujijo-mura vid Yamashima. 
The scheme having obtained support in the Kei-Hin and Kei-Han 
districts and in Echizen, Mr, Sakurada and his fellow-projectors 
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- have forwarded an application for a charter to the proper 


authorities, and have already established an office at Takiyama- 
cho, Tokyo. The name of the canal will be the Central Canal of 
Japan. The capital is to be 2,750,000 yen, divided as below :— 
First canal, between Teuruga and Otsv, distance of 134 miles 
approximately, 12 yards wide, 1,500,000 yen; second canal, 
between Otsu and Rokujijo, situated on the bank of the River 
D)ji, distance about 9 miles, 12 yards wide, 1,250,000 yen. The 
projectors think that a dividend of over 10 per cent. may be 
easily earned when the canal is in working order. 


Tne POPULATION OF JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” quotes from the Official Gazette 
the following statement of the population of Japan at the close of 


year :— 
Number of habitations = - - 7,935,969 
Total population - - - 42,270,620 
Males - ‘ - 21,345,750 
Females - - 20,924,870 
Nobles ( Kwazoku) - 4,162 
Former Samurai (Shizohu) - - 2,050,145 
Commoners (Heimin) - - - 40,216,314 
Foundlings - - 4,242 
Unregistered (in prison) 1,319 


Compared with the preceding year, these figures show increases 
of 51,700 houses and 457,405 persons. 


New Matt SERVICE BETWEEN Cyprus AND Eeypt. 


According to an official notice in the “Cyprus Gazette” a 
contract has been entered into with the Bell’s Asia Minor Steam- 
ship Company, to take effect on and from the 1st January 1897, 
for the establishment of a special weekly service between Cyprus 
and Egypt. 

The steamers of the company will convey mails, passengers, 
agricultural produce, and goods, and will leave Alexandria every 
Friday, arriving at Limassol on Saturday and Larnaca on Sunday 
at daybreak ; thence to Syrian ports, returning to Larnaca every 
Saturday morning, Limassol Saturday afternoon, reaching Port 
Said on Sunday and Alexandria on Monday, 

The mails for the United Kingdom, Europe, Egypt, &c. will 
be forwarded by these steamers, and correspondence for those 
places intended for transmission by other mail steamers must be 
specially addressed to that effect. 

Times of arrivals and departures of the inward and outward 
mails can be obtained at all post offices. 

Rates of freight, &c., for which a special maximum tariff has 
been fixed, can be obtained at the agencies of the company at 
Larnaca and Limassol. 
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XX—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blackburn.—A meeting of the Directors of this Chamber was 
held on December 30th last, Mr. H. Harrison in the chair. Mr. 
A. Dugdale, President of the Manchester Steam User’s Asso- 
ciation, brought before the Chamber the Boiler Inspection and 
Registration Bill, 1896, with the object of receiving the support 
of the Chamber to its provisions. Mr. Dugdale said it was not 
the object of the Bill to interfere with persons who had their 
boilers inspected, but to rouse the careless owners of boilers to a 
sense of their responsibility. It was necessary that the public 
should be protected against ignorant or careless persons, but they 
did not desire to see ete large staff of inspectors. Some 
companies would insure a boiler without an examination, but if 
this Bill became law they would not be able to do that. The 

atest danger that existed in a mill was in the boiler, and yet 
it was not under Government inspection. Aftera short discussion 
it was decided to leave the matter over until the next meeting of 
the Chamber, when Mr. Dugdale intimated that he would move 
that the Chamber give their support to the Bill. 

The President announced that several eee reports had 
been received from the mission now in China. It was not 
advisable that these reports should go forth to the world, for 
what appeared in the papers would next day be printed in France 
and Germany. The mission was on its way to Ching King, and 
the Chamber had received samples of cotton goods which would 
be of great benefit to cotton manufacturers. These samples would 
be at the disposal of the members of the Chamber. When the 
mission left, general instructions were given to them, and it would 
be for the Chamber to consider what further instructions should 
be sent out. Mr. Bourne, the leader, would be home in June, 
and he thought it was desirable that the two experts should spend - 
a little more time in the country. In the discussion it was 
suggested that it would be better to consider the reports, and later 
on they could wire further instructions to the mission, It was 
decided to have a private meeting of the directors early in January 
for the purpose of considering the reports. 

Mr. Whittaker, who was announced to speak on the develop- 
ment of railways in India, said at the meeting of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce, at Southampton, a memorial with regard 
to railways in India was sent to the India Office. Asa reply had 
been received, it was not neces for him to deal with the 


question. The reply stated that the following railways systems — 

was being constructed by the agency of companies formed in 

England and India :—Southern Punjab, 400 miles, capital 
95322. G 
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1,466,000; Behar, 83 miles, 640,0001.; Ahmedabad Prantgi, 
474 miles, Rs. 20,00,000; and Tapti Valley, 161 miles, 
Rs. 130,600,000. The letter also pointed out that with regard 
to the necessity of connecting Karachi more directly by railway 
with Delhi and Agra, the Southern Punjab Railway (between 
Delhi and Samasata), now rapidly aepeeenne completion, and 
the line under construction between Rohei and Kotrie, on the 
left bank of the Indus, would afford a more direct means of com- 
munication between Karachi and the North-West Province of 
India than the existing line, The bridge over the Indus at 
Kotri was at the present time under construction. 


Bradford.— A meeting of the council of this Chamber was held 
on December 30th last, Mr. T. A. Duncan in the chair. 

From the correspondence it appeared that a letter had been 

written to the Postmaster-General, complaining of the delays 
which take place in telephoning over trunk wires, and suggesting 
that the limit of time allowed for each conversation be increased 
from three to five minutes. The National Agricultural Union 
had forwarded a copy of a resolution in favour of a reduction in 
the Inland Parcel Post rates. The President of the Chamber 
said that for years the Chamber had been in favour of such a 
reduction, and they were still of the same opinion, The London 
Chamber of Commerce had issued a circular to other chambers, 
suggesting that the various local authorities should follow “the 
excellent example of the Bradford Corporation” in the matter of 
the inspection of meat.—A letter from Sir Arthur Forwood, 
enclosing a copy of his draft Bill dealing with the employers’ 
liability, was referred to the Law Amendment Committee. In 
reply to a letter on railway rates, the Board of Trade had written 
stating that there appeared to be “no prima facie reason why the 
rate for the conveyance of — from one place to another should 
be the same as that charged for similar goods carried between the 
same points in a reverse direction,” and that the question was a 
legal one of some nicety. 
. Other subjects dealt with were the Victorian Era Exhibition 
and the formation of a Spinners’ Section, and a long discussion also 
took place relative to a sensational article which had appeared in 
a monthly publication, on the state of the workers in the wool- 
combing trade. It was finally resolved to ask the Woolcombers’ 
Assuciation to deal with the matter. 


Bristol—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
23rd December last, Mr. Mark Whitwill, jun., in the chair. 

A circular letter was read from the secretary of the Association 
of Chambers of Commerce convening the annual meeting of that 
body in London on the 9th, 10th, and 11th of March next, and 
intimating that any resolutions for discussion at that gathering 
must be lodged with him by the 31st inst. It-was resolved that 


- a resolution should appear in the official programme in the name 


of Bristol, to ‘the effect that the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce should, by memorial or other means, urge upon Her 
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Majesty’s Government the importance of introducing a Bill into 
Parliament during the ensuing Session dealing with the report 
recently issued by the Select Committee with respect to the 
adulteration of food. 

A communication was read from the National Agricultural 
Union requesting the Chamber to co-operate with that body in 
pressing upon the Government the desirability of making conces- 
sions in the reduction of the rates for inland parcels post. 

A communication was also read from Sir Arthur Forwood on 
the subject of a proposed Employers’ Liability Bill, and a long 
reply from the secretary of the General Post Office was read, on 
the subject of the Berne International Telegraphic Code. 

Glasgow.—A meeting of the directors of the Glasgow Chamber 
of Commerce was held on December 14 last, Mr. Rottenburg, 
president, in the chair. 

The minutes of the Committee on Foreign Affairs stated, with 
reference to the subject of lengths of hanks of yarns imported into 
India, that the committee had had a meeting with dyers, 
merchants, and shippers interested in the matter: a lengthened 
discussion took place on the matter. 

A communication from the London Chamber of Commerce 
offering samples of colonial produce for exhibition in Glasgow 
was remitted to the Foreign Affairs Committee. 

A communication was read from the Royal Society of Canada, 
Toronto, on the subject of the unification of time at sea. 

The president in moving that it be remitted to the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, remarked that this was an important subject. 
If the proposal was adopted it would mean that Greenwich time 
would be universal. It was intended that the new arrangement 
should be introduced on the first day of January in the coming 
century. If that opportunity was missed it would be another 
century before there was another opportunity of making the 


change. 


. The motion was adopted. 

Reference was also made to Employers’ Liability and the Pro- 
hibition of the Liquor Traffic in the Teadinveal 

Leeds——The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
December 30th last, Mr, J. Peate in the chair. 

The secretary read a letter from the National Agricultural 
Union, enclosing a resolution requesting the council of the Union 
to endeavour to obtain the co-operation of the Chambers of Com- 
merce throughout the kingdom, in os upon the Postmaster- 
General the necessity of reducing the Inland Parcel Post rates, 
and bringing them into line with similar rates in Germany. The 
matter was referred to the Parliamentary Committee. 

Some conversation took place with reference to submitting a 
resolution to the Associated Chambers on the question of the 
proposed Burmah-China Railway. 

e President remarked that the subject was of such com- 
mercial and national importance, especially in view of what was 
being done both by German and French agents, and he thought 
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it should be pressed again at the meeting of the Assuciated 
Chambers. He moved that notice of a resolution be given t» 
the Associated Chambers. 

Railway siding rents and the Victorian Era Exhibition also 
came up for discussion. 

Leicester—A meeting of this Chamber was held on 16th 
December last, Mr. W. P. Vicars in the chair. 

Mr. Rowlett brought forward the subject of the depreciation of 
hosiery machinery in relation to the income tax. The hosiery 
manufacturers in the Hinckley district had adopted a system of 
deducting 10 per cent. from the value of their machinery for 
depreciation, which he thought was a reasonable amount, but the 
Commissioners of Income Tax refused to allow that amount. 
They refused to make any allowance whatever at first, but 
ultimately they agreed to allow 74 per cent., after the first year. 
That placed the wanufacturers in an awkward position, for they 
would have to depreciate their machinery whether the Com- 
missioners made a reduction or not. The necessity for deprecia- 
-tion was shown by the case of a large hosiery firm, which they 
would remember fad to suspend because they had not allowed 
depreciation. The Bradford Chamber had had a similar case to 
deai with. -He thought it would be well if that Chamber had 
some communication with the Income Tax Commissioners on 
the subject. There was another important matter, and that was 
that no allowance was made for machinery which became obsolete, 


_and this entailed a loss to manufacturers. Those engaged in the 


hosiery and boot trades knew that with the present development 


-of machinery there must arrive a time when what was the 


newest machinery now would have to be thrown away. 
Mr. Rowlett proceeded to show that by the system adopted by 
the Commissioners in regard to depreciation the amount reduced 
per annum, after a certain length of time, was greater with a 
small depreciation than it was with a larger depreciation. In 
conclusion, he moved that a deputation wait on the Commissioners 
on the subject of the amount of depreciation to be allowed, and 
also that a resolution be submitted at the next meeting of the 
Associated Chambers as to allowances for obsolete machinery. 

Mr. Wates seconded the resolution, and remarked that with 
regard to obsolete machinery they would have to seek an 
alteration in the law, for at present the Commissioners could only 
make allowances for depreciation. Personally, he thought they 
ought to be allowed to value their machinery in detail each year, 
but if they preferred it they could have a fixed amount of 
depreciation, and the Commissioners would then have to decide 
whether it was reasonable. : 

On the suggestion of Mr. Wates, the resolution to be submitted 
to the Associated Chambers was altered so as to deal generally 
with the alteration of the income tax laws. 

Other subjects discussed were: the proposed exhibition of 
samples from the Colonies, the adult school union labour bureau, 
and the metric system, 
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Liwerpool—A meeting of the Committee of the African Trade 
Section of the Liverpool Chamber was held on 8th January 
last, Mr. A. L. Jones in the chair. ° : 

A further letter from Mr. Chamberlain was read stating, with 
reference to the letters from the Section dated the 8th July and 
28th September last, that an ordinance had since been passed at 
Lagos under which a drawback of duty will again be allowed on 
spirits exported from Lagos to the adjacent French colony of 

ahomey (Porto Novo), so that the amount paid in Lagos on 
spirits in transit will, as formerly, be only 1} per gallon. 

Much correspondence on the subject of adulteration of produce 
was read, the general effect of which was an ex ression of opinion. 
that some measure of law at least was desirable to stop the- 
adulteration in West African produce offered for sale and’ 
as security for cash advances at the West African colonial ports. . 
The other business was of minor importance. 

The monthly meeting of the Council of the Liverpool Chamber 
= held on the 30th December last, Mr. F. C. Danson in the 

r. 

The Steamship Owners’ Association had again drawn the 
attention of the Chamber to the question of the incidence of light 
dues, and sent copies of their correspondence with the President - 
of the Board of Trade. This correspondence showed that the. 
whole burden of the light dues falls on shipowners alone, while at 
the same time considerably more money is raised: by these dues: 
than the expenditure warrants. In view of the hardship incurred. 
by the incidence cf the light dues, the Steamship Owners’ Asso-- 
ciation appeal to the President of the Board of Trade to remedy, 
next Session, ee injustice that has begn done to shipowners 
in the matter. The Council have the matter under their consider- 
ation, and will no doubt support the action of the Steamship 
Owners’ Association, as was done Jast year, when an exhaustive 
letter on the same subject was sent to Mr. Courtney, the chair- 
man of the committee of inquiry appointed in respect of the Mer-. 
cantile Marine Fuad. 

A pamphlet upon the subject of unification of time at sea had 
been received from the Royal Society of Canada, who are desirous 
that action should be taken in this country to secure the unifica- 
tion of astronomical, civil, and nautical time, as recommended by 
Sir John Herschell, and later by the Washington Conference of 
1884, with the concurrence of all the representatives of Great 
Britain at that conference. The Royal Scciety suggested that 
the most fitting time for taking the step would be the first day of 
the 20th century. As the subject was one of much importance 
to ship and steamship owners and shipmasters, copies of the 
pamphlet were sent to the principal associations interested, and 
their observations on the subject solicited. 

Sir A. B. Forwood, M.P., furnished the Commercial Law Com- 
mittee with copies of the Draft Bill which he proposes to introduce 
into Parliament in the coming Session on the above-named subject, 
and asked the Chamber to offer any suggestions thereon. The 
committee carefully considered the Draft Bil!, and agreed to report 


| 
} 
| 


102 CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF UNITED KINGDOM. [Jan. 1897, 


upon it. It was resolved that the following principles should be 
incorporated in a report upon the Bill :— 

A. Risks which ought to be taken by the employers :—(1.) 
Negligence of superintendent. (2.) Negligence of workmen 
other than the workman injured. 

B. Risks which ought to be taken by workmen :—(1.) The act 
of God, (¢.g., storms, perils of the sea, &c.) (2.) Wilful acts 
of carelessness on the part of the injured man. 

C. Insurance against risks:—For the purpose of insurance, a 
limitation of liability is essential, say, to the extent of three 
years’ wages. 

D. Benefit funds :—The employer should have the benefit of any 
compensation fund to the extent to which he has contributed 
thereto. 

Other subjects discussed were the delay on telephonic trunk 
lines ; light railways investigation ; Berne code vocabulary; and 
night watches at signal stations. 

Nottingham.—A meeting of the council of the Nottingham 
Chamber was held on January 4 last, Mr. G. Wigley in the 
chair. 

The business transacted at the meeting dealt chiefly with affairs 
of local interest, the subjects discussed eee railway communica- 
tion with Birmingham; carriage of icultural produce ; 
accommodation at the new post office ; ny os suggested removal 
of Goose Fair from the Market Place. : 

Reference was also made to the forthcoming exhibition of 
machinery at Munich in 1898, and offences under the Bankruptcy 
Act. 

Sheffield—A meeting of the Council of the Sheffield Chamber 
was held on January 5th last, Mr, S. E. Howell presiding, 

With reference to the scissors trade of Australasia, a com- 
munication was received some time ago from the Right Hon. 
Jcseph Chamberlain, M.P., Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
stating, for the information of the Cutlers’ Company, that 
Slescs onthe of the trade in scissors, barbers’ scissors, clippers, 
&c., was done by manufacturers in Germany and the United 
States. When the letter was before the Chamber, Colonel 
Bingham volunteered to make inquiries through his agent in 
Melbourne, and to obtain samples of the scissors supplied from 
the two countries named. he Secretary now read a letter 
from Colonel Bingham’s agent, from which it appeared that 
it would be more correct to say 90 per cent. of this trade 
was in the hands of foreigners, who were able, by cheaper 
mannfacture and more elastic terms of doing business, to oust 
British manufactures. Samples accompanied the letter, and these 
were placed at the disposal of the Council by Colonel Bingham. 
The Council discussed the letter, and passed a_ resolution 
thanking Colenel Bingham for his prompt action in the matter, 
and deciding that the facts should be submitted to the Cutlers’ 
Company, who should be asked to exhibit the samples. 
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1. Railway Accidents, Returns of Accidents and Casualties 
as reported to the Board of Trade by the several Railway Com- 
panies in the United Kingdom, during the six months ending the 30th 
June 1896, together with Reports of the Inspecting Officers of the 
Railway Department, to the Board of Trade, upon certain Accidents 
which were inquired into, (C.—8245.) Price 64d. 

The ‘present return shows that during the six months under 
review accidents to trains, rolling stock, permanent way, &c., 
caused the death of 3 persons, and injury to 108 persons, viz. :— 


Total for the Corre- 


Total for Six Months 
ending 30th June 1896. 
| Killed. | Injured. Killed,’ | Injured. 
Passengers - 2 54 721 
Servants of companies 1 49 ig: > 
Other persons - _ 5 4 
Total - 3 108 10, 160 


Of the 3 persons killed and 108 injured, 19 passengers and 2 
servants were injured in collisions between passenger trains or 
arts of passenger trains ; 3 passengers and 7 servants were injured 
in collisions between passenger trains and goods or mineral trains, 
light engines, or other moving vehicles; 1 servant was killed and 
2 passengers, 14 servants, and 1 other person, were injured in 
collisions between goods trains, light engines, or other movin 
vehicles; 7 servants were injured in collisions between trains pam | 
vehicles standing foul of the line; 20 passengers and 3 servants 
were injured in collisions between trains and buffer-stops or 
vehicles at rest, caused by trains running into stations at too high 
a speed ; 6 servants were injured by collisions between trains and 
buffer-stops, &., from causes other than the above; 1 servant 
was injured by a train coming in contact with a projection from 
another train travelling on a parallel line; 2 passengers wee 
killed and 10 passengers and 1 servant were injured by passenger 
trains or parts of passenger trains leaving the rails ; 1 servant and 


4 other persons were injured by trains running through gates . 


at level crossings or into other obstacles; and 7 servants were 
injured by accidents arising from the failure of rolling-stock 
(wheels, tyres, axles, &c.) 
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Altogether, including accidents in which no personal injury 
was sustained, there were reported during the six months, 9 
collisions between passenger trains or parts of passenger trains ; 
15 collisions between passenger trains and goods or fhineral 
trains, light engines, &c.; 13 collisions between goods trains, parts 
of trains, light engines, &c.; 1 collision between a train 
and eome vehicles standing foul of the line; 10 collisions between 
trains and buffer-stops, &c., 1 case of a train coming in contact 
with projections from a train on a parallel line; 33 cases of 
passenger trains or parts of passenger trains leaving the rails; 
8 cases of goods, &c., trains or parts of goods trains leaving the 
rails; 93 cases of trains running through gates at level-crossings 
or into other obstructions ; 14 cases of fires in trains or vehicles ; 
and 1 case coming under the heading of miscellaneous accidents 


to trains. 


2. Review of the Trade of India in 1895-96, by J. E. O’ Conor, 
C.LE., Director-General of Statistics to the Government of 
India, (C.—8297.) Price 1s. 1d. 

In a prefatory note it is stated that the usual “ Tables relating 
to the foreign sea-borne trade of British India” will be presented 
to Parliament early in 1897. Meanwhile, the present “ Review 
of the Trade of India for the year 1895-96,” by Mi. J. E. 
O’Conor, C.I.E., Director-General of Statigtics to the Government 
of India, is separately presented. 

In the introdaction to the present report Mr. O’Conor states 
that the imports and exports of the year are as set out below, 
a comparison being given with those of the-preceding four years 
(in Rx.) :— 


oe 1891-92. | 1892-93. | 1893-94. | 1904-95. | 1895-96. 

Imports. Rx. Rx. Rx. Rx. Rx. 
Merchandise - - 66,587,457 | 62,605,030 | 73,956,957 | 70,167,488 | 69,316,395 
Gold -| 4,118,929 | 1,781,789 | 3,146,530 | 1,756,280} 5,029,269 
Silver - | 10,608,788 | 15,228,621 | 15,278,726 | 7,802,727] 8,829,716 


Total Imports - - | 81,810,119 | 79,614,840 | 92,382,213 | 79,726,445 | 82,675,380 


Exports. . 
Foreign merchandise re-exported| 4,485,179 | 4,590,290 | 4,431,975 | 5,057,561 | 4,717,979 


Indian merchandise - + | 108,550,831 | 101,945,707 | 102,015,615 | 103,757,438 | 109,545,161 
Gold -| 1,705,187 | 4,504,472 | 2,505,284 6,780,874 2,508,317 
Silver - 1,488,049 2,384,522 1,519,453 | 1,427,643 | 1,728,984 

Total Exports - - | 111,179,196 | 113,464,991 | 110,472,827 | 116,973,016 | 118,495,441 


Mr. O’Conor states that most of the Indian manufacturing indus- 
tries were in a flourishing condition, the paper mills alone lying 
under a temporary depression; Indian agriculture was on the 
whole not unsuccessful, though there were exceptions in Northern 
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India in respect of some important staples which were injured by 
a somewhat scanty S.W. monsoon and its early termination; and 
on the whole there was but one special incident to serio 
interrupt the even course of trade. That incident, which was 
} perhaps the principal feature of the year, was the agitation which 
was continued from the preceding year on the subject of the 
import duty on cotton yarns and fabrice. In 1894 the agitation 
was carried on in India against the exclusion of these articles 
from the import tariff schedules when most other imported 
articles were subject to duty. This agitation subsided on the 
inclusion of these articles in the tariff in December 1894, though 
| some discontent was caused by the imposition of a countervaili 


excise on yarns made in the Indian mills of counts above No. 20. 
But the agitation was forthwith transferred to Lancashire and 
continued throughout the year, ——o only when the Govern- 
ment in February 1896 modified the tariff by the entire 
exemption of yarns (the rate of duty on dyed yarns havin 
previonsly, shortly after the beginning of the year, been tedusod 
to one-half per cent.), and the reduction of the rate of duty on 
all other cottun manufactures from 5 per cent. to 34 per cent. 
ad valorem. This settlement of the questions in dispute does not, , 
Mr. O’Conor states, seem to have quite contented the Lancashire 
mill-owners, and the owners of Indian weaving mills are also 
dissatisfied, because, while the excise imposed on yarns above 
No. 20 (of which a relatively trifling quantity is spun) was 
abandoned, it was transferred, with a 34 per cent. rate, to all . 
fabrics woven in Indian mills. : 
The imports of cotton goods in 1894-95 had been extremely 
large, mainly in consequence of the anticipation that the Govern- 
ment of India would not continue the exemption of these 
articles given by the tariff of March 1894; and a most active 
trade was carried on in order to escape the anticipated duty, and ¥ 
obtain the profit on — unsold in the country at the time of 
its imposition. This large importation had followed an equally 
large importation made in 1893-94, and therefore, when the duty 
was imposed in December 1894 and the agitation against its 
continuance began, the Indian markets were largely over-supplied 
with imported cottons. The reaction which invariably follows a 
period in which supplies have been thrown on a market much in 
excess of its consuming capacity was no doubt all the greater as 
the result of the agitation ; for merchants are apt to restrict their 
transactions when fiscal conditions are unsettled and uncertain. 
The combination of the two factors of over-supplied markets and 
fiscal uncertainty resulted in an extremely large contraction of 
the trade, its value declining from Rx. 32°67 millions to Rx. 25°75 
millions. 
Apart from this shrinkage in the trade in cotton manufactures, 
the import trade of the year was much larger than that of the 
preceding year,—so much larger that, although there was a 
reduction of nearly seven millions of Rx, in cotton goods, the 
whole value of imported merchandise was less than a million of 
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Rx. short of that of the preceding year. The subjoined figures 
merit attention, both as showing the very large diminution of 
cotton goods in our import trade and the large increase in trade 
in other goods which were not affected by the fiscal uncertainties 
which for two years in succession violently affected the imports 
of manufactured cotton :— 


Change in 

1894-95. 1895-96. 1895-96. 

Rx. Rx. Per Cent. 
Cotton goods = 32,673,628 25,755,872 — 
All other imported merchandise 87,493,810 43,560,523 + 16°1 


With the exception of coal and woollen goods, all articles of 
importance increased more or less materially. In a few other 
articles there was also a decline in trade, but nothing of any 
significance, except in the case of grain and pulse, where the 
decline is not matter for dissatisfaction, Next to cotton manufac- 
tures, the most important articles in the import trades are metals, 
machinery, and millwork, petroleum, and sugar, and under all 
these heads a substantial increase is recorded, the increase being 
quite remarkable ia the first three of the four. 

Next to the agitation on the question of the import duty on 
cottons, the most noticeable feature of the year was, Mr. O’Conor 
states, the steadiness and upward tendency of the exchange 
value of the rupee. The difference between the highest and the 
lowest rate of exchange was indeed greater than in the preceding 
year, but the intermediate fluctuations were not so great. The 
rates were as follow for bank bills on demand in Calcutta :— 


Difference 
—_— Highest. Lowest. per Cent. 
1894-95 1328. 1233. 10°18 
1895-96 | 14igd. 


The price of silver also, both in London and in Bombay, was 
relatively steady during the year, The highest and lowest price 
was as follows :— 


Difference 
— Highest. Lowest. per Cent. 
Bombay - - R. 992 R. 913 8 
London - - 318d. 292d, 


In neither case did the variation approximate to the variation 


in exchange. 
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Gold was imported during the year on a scale unknown since 
the year 1890--91, the trade being in marked contrast with that 
of the three preceding years, and especially of 1894-95, during 
which much more gold was exported than was imported. The 
net imports of silver during the year were only just above the 
level of 1894-95, the trade being in each of these two years less 
- than half of the dimensions of the preceding four years. 


3. Mines and Quarries, Second Annual General Report upon 
the Mineral Industry of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland for the Year 1895, (C.—8203.) Price 3s, 3d. 


This is the annual report made by Dr. Le Neve Foster, F.R.S., 
one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines, to the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, on the Mineral Industry of the 
United Kingdom. The present report is for the year 1895. 
In an introductory note Dr, Le Neve Foster states that the 
delay in the issue of this report requires a word of explanation, 
though there is an improvement compared with last year. Earlier 
publication of this and the other statistical volumes has been 
prevented by the large amount of additional work thrown upon 
the staff by the compilation of the returns from quarries. It 
must be recollected that many of the quarry owners are worki 
men, who, if not illiterate, are at all events quite unaccustom 
to fill up official forms ; in other cases, quarry owners made light 
of the new duty imposed upon them by Parliament, and required 
reminders, and sometimes several reminders, before sending their 
returns. Others, who were really wishful to comply with the 
statute, sent in papers which were evidently incorrectly or in- 
completely filled up, ad, added to all this, the lists of quarries 
last January were still imperfect. The consequence was that an 
immense amount of correspondence devolved upon the Inspector 
of Mines and the Clerk of Mineral Statistics, with the inevitable 
result of much delay. . 

By vigorously enforcing the Quarries Act which requires that 
the annual returns shall be sent in not later than the Ist F ebruary 
every year, it will be possible, Dr. Le Neve Foster states, very 
materially to hasten the publication of all the statistical volumes 
in 1897. 


4. Twenty-fourth Annual Report of the Local Government 
Board 1894-95. Supplement in continuation of the Report of the 
Medical Officer for 1894-95. (C.—8214.) Price 8s. 6d. 


This is a paper prepared by the Local Government Board which, 
under the head of Public Health, gives a Report and papers on the 
cultivation and storage of oysters and certain other molluscs in 
relation to the occurrence of disease in man, submitted by the 
Medical Officer of the Local*Government Board. 

The return consists of an introduction. by the medical officer 
of the Board, Dr. Thomas Thorne, and, in an appendix, Report 
by Dr. H. Timbrell Bulstrode on an inquiry which he has 
prosecuted into the conditions under which oysters and certain 
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other edible molluscs are cultivated.and stored along the coast of 
England and Wales. Also a Report by Dr. Klein on his 
bacteriological researches; together with copy of a Report by 
Professor Conn on an outbreak of typhoid fever at Wesleyan 
University, Connecticut ; and extracts from the proceedings of 
the Académie de Médicine of Paris relating to the spread of 
disease through the agency of oysters. 


5. Third Annual Report of the Labour Department of the 
Board of Trade (1895-96), with Abstract of Labour Statistics. 
(C.—8230.) Price 1s. 


This is the third annual Report relating to the work done by 
the Labour Department of the Board of Trade, and refers to the 
year 1895-96. The return contains, besides the Report of the 
Commissioner for Labour, statistical tables relating to the trade 
unions, associations of employers, workmen’s co-operative societies, 
workmen's clubs, friendly societies, trade disputes conciliation 
and arbitration, fluctuations in employment, production, coal. and 
iron trades; together with miscellaneous tables relating to labour 
bureaux, pauperism, changes in wages and hours of labour, standard 
rates of wages and hours of labour, average rates of wages in 
various industries, profit-sharing, industrial accidents, industrial 
actions and prosecutions, growth and movement of population, 
foreigners in the United Kingdom, housing of the people (census 
of 1891), ages of the people, occupations of the people, married 
women’s labour, building societies, savings banks, &c. 


6. Statistical Abstract for the several Colonial and other 
Possessions of the United Kingdom in each Year from 1881 to. 
1895. Thirty-third Number. (C.—8210.) Price 1s. 2d. 


This is one of the three Statistical Abstracts prepared and 
issued annually by the Board of Trade, the other two relating 
respectively to the United Kingdom and to Foreign Countries. 

The present issue of the Colonial abstract gives information 
relating to the Colonial possessions of the United Kingdom down 
to the end of the year 1895. An abstract of the rates of Customs 
duties on the importation of principal articles on which such duties 
are levied in each colonial possession is also appended. 


7. Railways (Continuous Brakes). Return by the Railway 
Companies of the United Kingdom for the Six Months ending the. 
30th June 1896. (C—8235.) Price 1s. 


This is a periodical return issued by the Railway Department 
of the Board of Trade, in pursuance of the Railway Returns 
(Continuous Brakes) Act of 1878. It contains a statement from 
the half-yearly returns of continuous brakes from the 30th June 
1888 to the 30th June 1896, showing the progress made in the 
use of continuous brakes, as well as abstracts of returns showing 
the description of brakes in use on the railways on the 30th June 
1896 in the United Kingdom, the amount of stock fitted, and the 
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number of miles run by trains fitted with each description of 
brake. 


8. Treaty Series, No. 15, 1896. Convention between Great 
Britain and Colombia, referring to Arbitration certain Questions 
connected with the Antioquia Railway. (C.—8284.) Price 4d. 


This Convention, which was signed in London July 31st, 1896, 
ratifications being exchanged November 11th, 1896, provides that 
the Government of the Swiss Confederation who have consented 
to act as arbitrators in the matter, shall proceed to establish a 
court, consisting of three Swiss jurists, who shall arbitrate in tne 
matter in dispute between the Government of the Department of 
Antioquia, the Government of Colombia, and Messrs. Punchard, 
McTaggart, Lowther, and Co., a mercantile copartnership in 
London, having reference to the construction of a railway to 
connect the city of Medellin with the Magdalene River. 


9 Statistics of Trade Unions, Board of Trade Labour Depart- 
ment. Eighth Report of the Chief Labour Correspondent on Trade 
Unions, 1894 and 1895; with Statistical Tables. (C.—8232.) 
Price 48. 4d. 


In the introduction it is stated that the present volume, which 
deals both with 1894 and 1895, forms the eighth report on 
trade unions issued by the Board of Trade. Since the year 1887, 
to which the first of this serics of reports related, there has been a 
continual and rapid extension of the field covered by the returns 
at the disposal of the Department. ‘The first report (1887) dealt 
only with 18 of the principal trade unions, the second with 87, 
the third with 104, the fourth with 235 in 1889 and 259 in 1890, 
the fifth with 431, the sixth with 599, the seventh (1893) with 
687, while the present report covers 832 unions for 1894 and 
no fewer than 1,250 for 1895. This great increase in the number 
of trade union returns has, at least during the past five years, been 
mainly among the unregistered societies. Thus the report for 1891 
dealt with 399 registered and 32 unregistered unions. For 1894 the 
numbers had increased to 551 registered and 281 unregistered 
societies, while the registered societies included for 1895 number 
578 and the unregistered no fewer than 677. 

The increasing completeness of the reports from year to year 
as records of workmen's organisations is naturally a source of 
‘gratification, but it will be readily understood that the t rise in 
the number of the unions to be dealt with has enormously increased 
the labour of ins the reports. The ascertainment and 
tabulation of full details of income and expenditure on various 
objects, which was possible without an excessive amount of 
labour when dealing with tyo or three hundred societies, becomes 
a task of altogether different magnitude when the number of 
societies known to the Department is considerably more than a 
thousand. Nor does the amount of labour involved only increase 
in proportion to the number of societies added. For, as is 
indicated by the figures given above, the great majority of fresh 
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societies: from which reports are forthcoming are not the large 
registered unions which return their accounts in prescribed form 
to the Chief Registrar, but small unregistered unions which make 
no such returns, and whose accounts are often not made up until 
late in the year, are sometimes only obtained after several written. 
applications or personal visits, and frequently when supplied 
necessitate further inquiry in order to clear up doubtful points. 

In short, the labour involved in preparing the annual report 
has been so increased by the extension of its scope that it is no 
longer possible to cope with it without involving an excessive 
and probably increasing delay in publication, 

Such a delay, though greatly detracting from the value of the 
report for current purposes, might be the lesser of two evils if the 
only alternative were to abandon some of the most useful parts 
of the report. But,.on consideration, a method has, it is believed,. 
been found by which all the most valuable features of the annual 
reports will be retained, and in some points improved, while the 
burden of tabulation will be so materially reduced that the report 
will henceforth appear cong the year following that to which 
it relates, which was impossible under the old system, for reasons 
which have been fully stated in previous reports. 

Briefly speaking, the change introduced is, while giving each 
year the membership of all trade unions, to confine the statement 
of financial details to 100 of the principal trade societies, The 
other features of the report, directory of trade union secretaries, 
mortality tables, &c., will be retained; and new tables of federa- 
tions and trade councils added. In the present volume, the year 
1895, is treated on the new plan, and 1894 on the old, 


10. Index to Reports of Her Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular 
representatives abroad on Trade and subjects of general interest 
(with Appendix), 1886-1896. Commercial No. 8, 1896 (C.—8283.) 
Price 2s. 3d. 

As explained by the title, this is the index annually issued by 
the Foreign Office to the Diplomatic and Consular reports, and. 
the present volume makes the seventh issue of the work. 


11. Index to the “ Board of Trade Journal.” Volumes XV. to 
XX. July 1893—June 1896, Price 1s. 6d. t 


This is the second issue of a comprehensive index to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” tabulating its contents from July 1893 to June. 
1896, inclusive. If taken in combination with the Index issued 
in November 1893, an entire table of contents of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal,” since its commencement in July 1886, has thus. 
been published. 
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XXIIT—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The following notices as to quarantine have been received. 
through the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs :— 

Denmark.—In consequence of yellow fever at Port au Prince,. 
the authorities of the Danish Antilles have instituted a quarantine 
of five days for all arrivals from that port. Other Haitian ports 
will be subjected to a quarantine of examination in consequence of 
small-pox reported at Haiti. 


Eeypr.—-Stringent quarantine regulations have been drawn up 
by the Egyptian “ Conseil Sanitaire, Maritime, et Quarantenaire” 
to provide — the introduction of the my Ja at Egyptian ports, 
to be applied in the cases of vessels arriving from places where the 
plague is or has been raging. A later despatch states that these 
plague regulations have been applied to arrivals from Kurrachee. 

Nicaracua.—In consequence of small-pox at Bocas del Toro, 
vessels arriving thence,even with clean bills of health, will not 
be allowed to enter any of the Atlantic ports of Nicaragua, 
and any vessel arriving at a Nicaraguan port from Bocas del 
Toro after the publication of the above order, and during such 
time as the before-mentioned epidemic ‘may prevail, will be liable 
to a fine of 500 dols, 


XXIII—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 
ParceL Post To SWEDEN AND CaILE. 


Since the 1st of January 1897 the limit of weight for parcels: 
addressed to Sweden has been raised to 11 Ib., and the postage 


is as follows :— 


For a parcel weighing — s. d. 
Not over 3 lbs. - 
Over 3 Ibs., but not over 7 Ibs. 
Over 7 Ibs., but not over 11 Ibs. - = RE 


Parcels are now accepted for transmission to Chile by direct _ 
steamer. The postage is as follows :— 


For a parcel weighing— 2a 
Not over 3 Ibs. - - 
Over 3 lbs., but not over 7 lbs. . . “cs 


Over 7 lbs., but not over 11 lbs. - wy 
Direct parcel mails for Chile were despatched from Liverpool on. 
the morning of the 13th January, and will continue to be despatched 
every alternate Wednesday. 
Similar changes have come into a as re. the parcel’ 
post from Sweden and Chile to the United Kingdom, 
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XXIV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—Forerien TrapeE or THE UnitTep: Kinepom. 


Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitrep Kinepom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 
31st December 1896, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1895. 


MONTH ENDED 31ST DECEMBER. 
I. Imports From Foreign AND BritIsH POSSESSIONS. 


Month ended 
31st December 
—_ Increase. | Decrease. 
1896. 1896. 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - 649,866 679,639 


fi, of food and drink, duty 
food and drink, duti- 


14,864,039 | 77,672,910 3,191,129 - 
2,501,614 2,328,222 173,392 - 


Tobacco, dutiable - - 400,042 299,692 100,420; — 
III, Metals 1,843,834 | 1,766,646 77,188 

442,636 498,925 - 56,289 
VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures | 10,352,499 8,208,744 2,148,758 _ 


Vil. ae materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 3,521,583 3,416,214 105,369 
VIII. Manufactured articles - 6,429,018 | 5,979,468 509,555 _ 


IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - 1,560,380 | 1,875,459 245,221 


(B.) Parcel post - 52,358 68,922 16,564 
Total Value - | 48,503,595 | 36,967,048 | 6,542,347 


II. Exports or BririsH AND Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURES. 


2 & & 
I. Animals, living - 95,792 68,680 27,162 
IL. Articles of food and drink . - 982,220 898,792 83,458 = 
Ill. Raw materials - 1,469,755 | 7,355,244 114,511 
IV. Articles ppreptedbased and partly manu- 
factured, vi 
(A.) Yarns textilefabries - 8,707400| 8,98,708 183,796 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 2,813,269 | 2,879,048 - 68,779 
(C.) Machinery and millwork 1,520,999 1891 ,988 199,061 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 916,281 839,068 77,218 on 
(E.) Chemicals,and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations 730,249 669,570 60,679 
(F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or-partly manufactured 2,907,018 | 2,475,609 431,409 
(G.) Parcel post - 148,124 147,941 183 
Total Value | 20,291,206 | 79,779,588 | 1,111,668 


| | 


III. Exports or Forgiegn anp Propvce. 


Total Value - - 
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I—Foreien TRADE OF THE UNITED Kinepom—cont. 
TWELVE MonrTHS ENDED 3lst DECEMBER. 


I. Imports FRom ForEIGN COUNTRIES AND British Possessions. 


Twelve Months ended 
31st December 


1896. 1895. 


2 
I. Animals, living (for food) - - | 10,488,699 | 9,966,e5@ 1,472,447 
Il. (4) Articles of food and drink, duty 


(B). Articles of food and drink, duti- 


Toacco, dutiable -| 4,370,670 | 3,853,976 1,016,754 
III. Metals - 20,464,786 | 78,656,045 | 1,808,744 
IV. and “tanning 


V. Oils 8,446,709 8,111,850 334,859 | 
VI. Raw materials for textile 74,766,039 | 70,760,684 | 3,996,355 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 


and manufactures - 47,240,940 | 44,084,597 | 3,216,343 

VIII. Manufactured articles . + | 81,250,453 | 75,607,793 5,649,260 | - 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - | 15,036,432 | 74,367,547 668,891 
(B.) Parcel post - 1,012,348 978,194 34,157 - 
| 

| 441,807,835 257677! — 


Total Value . . 416,689,688 | 


{I. Exports oF British aND Irish Propuce AND MANUFACTURES. 


& 
I. Animals, living 940,645 793,297 147,348 
II. Articles of food and drink . * | 11,855,141 | 17,062,480 292,661 
Raw materials bad 17,692,507 18,298,553 


IV. Articles tad } 


(A.) textile fabrics - 
(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 33,572,804 99,486,549 | 4,686,845 
Machinery and millwork - 17,096,399 15,450,502 |. 1,886,377 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 10,473,345 | 9,807,180 1,166,215 
( 8.) Chemicals, and chemical and medi- | 


mal preparations - + 8,248,601 8,088,834 
{F.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - | 33,583,916 | 37,387,408 2,196,508 
(G.) Parcelpost - - 1,669,669 | 4,387,987 331,738 
| 
Total Value | 239,922,209 225,290,016 | 14,032,193 . 


Exports or Foreign anp Proruce. 


Total Value - 


95322. 


| 
| £ 
| 606,046 
| 
45,08 
H 
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IL—Corn Prices. 


Return of the QuaANTITIES sOLD and Averace Prices of Britis# 
Corn, ImperraLt Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods, 


Periods. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oate. 
Quantities sold. 
| | 
Qrs. bus.) Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 5th December 1896 - 60,800 3 165,024 0 17,271 6 
ip 12th os -| 66,639 5 | 144,386 5 15,944 4 
19th i -| 47,907 0 | 116,497 5 13,970 4 
ie 26th = -| 41,672 7 84,230 3 11,945 1 
December 1896 - ° - | 217,019 7 | 510,068 5 59,1381 7 
Corresponding month in 1895 - | 114865 6 | 556,320 4 73,155 4 
a. . 1894 - | 244832 7 | 715,164 1 | 99,481 7 
Average Prices. 
s. d. 
Week ended 5th December 1896 - 32 8 26 2 17 0 
“a 12th - 32 2 25 4 16 8 
19th - 31 3 24 10 16 7 
— 30 9 24 1 16 1 
December 1896 31 8 25 1 16 7 
November 1896 - 82 4 27 0 17 6 
October ,, - - - 27 10 28 10 15 9 
September ,, - - 23 9 24 0 14.1 
August - 22 11 20 9 14. 4 
July ” - - - 24 4 18 3 15 0 
June - - 25 4 20 8 14 10 
May ” ” na - 25 6 21 6 14 5 
April ” - 24 10 21 10 13 6 
March - - 25 2 21 13 7 
February , - - - 26 2 22 2 13 14 
January » = 25 23 10 43 10 
December 1895 - 2411 23 11 13 11 
- 20 7 5 14 4 
1895 - - 26 8 28 11 18 
» - 26 3 24 9 16 10 


if 
i 
| 
q 
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1896, 


Rercrn of the NumBers, NATIONALITIES, and Destinations of the 
PassENGERS that left the Unirep Kinepom for Piaces out of 
Evrorx during the Month ended 3lst December 1896, and the 
Twelve Months ended 31st December 1896, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Total 

British Cape all for 
United Austral- | of Good corre: 

B Nationalities. States. North asia, |Hopeand other Total. 
1898. 
Month ended 31st December. 
English . - 2,038 267 559 1,072 1,018 4,949 4,822 
Bootch - - = 336 6 47 224 52 665 578 

Irish . - 409 oe 23 27 8 591 618 


Total of British : 
otal of British }/ 3908 | 307 | | 1923 | 1078 | 6205 | 
Foreigners - -| 1446 268 25 998 118 2,853 8,209 
distinguished 3 9 ” 297 239 
Total - | 4,821 575 654 2,321 1,484 9,355 9,460 
1 for corre- 
5,169 461 644 1,980 1,259 9,460 
‘onth, 1895 - 
Twelve Months ended 31st December. 
English - + -| 48,458 | 12,823 9,147 | 20,778 | 11,597 | 102,803 | 772588 


Scotch - - =| 10,540 | 1,565 680 | 3,091 | 1,003 | 16,879 | 48,094 


| 30,966 922 459 689 221 | 42,257 | 54,349 


Total of British} | | 15,10 | 10286 | 24558 | 12,881 | 161,999 | 
Foreigners ~- - 55,123 7,274 350 11,226 1,995 75,968 82,898 
4,005 


Total - - | 154,407 | 22,620 | 10,645 | 35,784 | 18,857 | 241,912 | s77,772 
Total for corre- 
onthe, 1808 


193,632 | 92,857 | 10,809 | 95,989 | 16,996 | | | 


Nore.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


H 2 


4 

| 
| 
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IV.—ALIEN ImMMIGRATION.—DECEMBER 1896. 


Return of the Numper of Axrens that arrived from the ConTINENT at Portst in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st December 
1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Aten Lists received by the Customs under Act 6 Will. 4. ¢. 11. 


sect. 2.) 
Gothenburg, 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, Christiani Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Diep; Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. and Antwerp. | Ports. 
1896. | +895. | 1806. | 789s. | 1896. | 7895. | 1896. | | 1896. | 2895. | 1866. | 1895, 
Month ended 31st December. 
Aliens not stated to be en | | 
Arrived aiken - 589 690 WE 250 | 54 78 _ _ 202 48 | 1,001 | 7,067 
Grimsby - 26) 116 23 17 7| 66) 164 
60 61 27 52 | 29 45 110 65 226 218 
Tyne Ports - 34 17 19 12| 10) — 156} 707| $21] 3830 
Leith - - 19° 18 35 56 | 33 87 98 
i Other ports - 83 45 48 109 115 7 -_ — 196 728, 402 360 
Total - -| 771| 947| 478! 714| 575 $2,581 | $2,584 
| 
Aliens en route to America: 
en at a 36 | 104 23 | 4 ss | 148 152 
Wi 
leith 30 - 10 — | 9 10 241 
Other ports-| — — 7| 18 4] — | 97] 488 
Total - -| 187| s¢7| 43| 2996! — — | 7614 
~ Total of aliens en route und | 
of aliens not stated to bo 958 | 1,464 351 752 520 678 478 | 853 | 1,035 774 | 8,342 | 4,086 
Twelve Months ended 31st December. . 
Aliens not ctated to be en 
route to America :* 
16,730 | 24,024 | 4,995 | 5,359 | 6,055 | 5,987 | 7,724 | 7,068 | 10,371 | 8,045 |$45,875 t40,422 
TotalNo. | 3,048 | 7,475 | 842| |18,448 — | — | 16,766 | 77,076 | $9,104. 44,965 
ted toe} | 
‘19, 24, 27,1 | 
te | 438 | 5,837 | 9,084 | 24,503 | 27,944 | 7,724 | 7,063 87 | 26,061 


* The distinction made in this Return between“ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the ay to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 130, Sess. 1896, and Monthly Emigration 


Returns.) 
+ The posts from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Svole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liv 1, Loudon, Middles- 


q rough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West Hartlepool. The 

He lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons 

mi who, after ‘ing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

i t The number of sailors included with the aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month cf De:ember 1896 was 716, and 633 in the same month of 1895: in the twelve mouths ended 

Dec ember 1896 the number was 10,444, and in the same menths of 1895 the number was 9,894. . 
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V.—BaNKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 

Nomper of Recetvinc Orpers Gazetrev in the under-mentioned 
he Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 

Twelve Months 
ended December 
P 1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
No. No. No. No.. 
Total gazetted -| 859 | 386 | 4,155 | 4,440 
és Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Publicans and hotel 23 23 296 311 
4 Grocers, &c. - - 21 26 290 289 
Farmers - - - 29 27 260 313 
Builders - - - - 18 17 922 229 
4 Bakers - 11 10 122 199 
3 Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers 14 8 107 124 
Butchers - 10 6 106 144 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. -| 1 92 88 
Tailors, - 8 85 100 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &e. - 8 7 79 | 74 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &c. 5 6 68 75 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 4 8 65 69 
Agents, commission and general - 2 13 60 44 
wl Clerks, commercial and general - 6 6 51 56 
Fishmongers, poulterers, 5 9 49 
$ Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
silversmiths, &c. 5 4 48 35 
ie Confectioners - . - 4 2 47 33 
Solicitors - - - 3 4 46 42 
Tobacconists, &c. - 6 8 44 387 
6 Carpenters and joiners 1 5 ‘40 37 
is Furniture dealers and makers - 2 4 40 28 
Auctioneers - 3 1 40 57 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw mer mer- 
chants and dealers - 7 2 85 25~ 
Provision merchants, &c. - - 3 3 34 39: 
ms Saddlers and harness makers - 1 2 31 30 
Traveliers, commercial, &e. - 3 4 31 
5 Clothiers, outfitters, &c. = - . 2 2 30 42 
si Engineers and founders, &c. - . 4 8 29 39 
Cabinet-makers and - I 8 27 32 
General dealers - - 1 3 27 36 
- - -| = 2 26 32 
‘0 Ironmongers : 2 2 26 33 
n lightermen, and 
hauliers 5 26 35 
“4 Dairymen, cow! keepers, 4 25 27 
e Schoolmasters und schoo! - 1 2 24 17 
Gardeners, florists, &c. - - 2 4 24 25 
0 Biacksmiths, farriers, &c. ~ - 1 1 23 15 
d Printers and publishers 22 28 
Wine and &e. 2 22 27 
d Millers - | 8 2 22 23 
a 
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Dece Twelve Months 
aed ended December 
: | 1896. | 9 895. 1896. 1895. 
Namber gazetted in principal trades and | No. No. No. No. 
| occupations—cont. 
i Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - - — g 21 22 
Restaurant, coffee, and 
keepers 1 21 19 
i Officers in Army - - - 2 3 21 18 
Carriage, &c. builders 3 20 16 
‘ Cattle and pig dealers - - - _ _ 17 6 
a Contractors ~ - 2 3 17 20 
H China, glass, and earthenware, &e. 
ah dealers - 2/;— 17 16 
Brokers, stock and ~ - 4 16 13 
Lhd Wheelwrights - - - 1 4 | 14 22 
ak Cab, coach, and omnibus proprietors - 2 _ 14 7 
aL: Stone, marble, and monument masons - 2 ees 14 9 
Hair-dressers - - - 3 4 17 
Clerks in holy orders 13 22 
Architects and eaiivagnes - 2 —- | 13 13 
Stationers - | 12 25 
i Timber merchants and “wood dealers - | 12 14 
Directors and promoters | 
companies - 2 11 14 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. 10 19 
4 Curriers, tanners, and 1 2 7 15 
Fishing-net and smack owners, - 
f masters - - 2 -- 7 19 
| 


VI.—Export or Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO GREAT 
BRITAIN. 


Return of the Numper of Anmats exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Twelve Months ended 31st 
 amagense 1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the 

ear 1895. 


December Twelve Months 
ended Decembe: 
Animals, 


1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 


No. No. No. No. 
44,320 | 48,218 | 688,858 | 787,331 


Sheep - - - - - | 22,265 | 75,749 | 750,858 | 649,934 
Swine - - - | 88,011 | 72,788 | 613,350 | 549,577 
Goats - - ~ - 6 14 4,076 4,343 
Horses - 1,655 1,786 40,256 35,239 
Muies or Jenneis - ~ - 2 7] 29 22 
Asses - - - - - 27 & 2,506 1,292 

Total - - - | 151,286 | 738,564 |!2,099,428'2,027,672 


if 
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VIL—Fisuery STATISTICS.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatvur of the returned 
as landed on the and Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month and Twelve Months ended 3lst December 
1896, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


Twelve Months ended 
December December 
1896, 1895. 1896, 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Brill 1,492 1,496 19,502 19,000 
Turbot - - 5,895 80,119 77,981 
Prime fish not separately distinguished °- 2,519 1,434 37,406 hs 

Total prime fish . - 17,493 145297 220,631 204,610 

‘od. bd 31,603 39,561 486,955 495,923 
Haddock sosore || 2557945 | 
Halibut 2,611 2,387 118,518 118878 
He 102,403 1,526,113 | 7,486,704 

Fish not separate 70437 || 1,078,178 | 1,078,088 


Total - 


Shell fish :— 
Lobsters . . 
Other shell fish 

Soles . . 


Prime fish not separately distinguished 
Total prime fish 


Haddock 
i ot separately distinguished, except 


499,991 542,985 7,550,418 7,268,083 


No. No. No. 

43,376 33,143 5,028,005 | 4,500,809 

3, 2,718 677,878 
4,265,000 | 29,157,000 | 25,244,000 


VALUE. 
3,522 sons 48,687 
? 

39,446 683 545,160 594,853 
25,651 284,175 301,997 
7,196 5,006 25,574 82,224 
75,390 72,310 1,003,624 997,444 
22,855 26,008 299,831 809,108 
127,159 120,568 1,217,618 1,187,398 
3,465 3,440 123,580 107,202 
7,572 7838 208,640 199,406 
18,186 34,824 380,377 

4,61 4,908 64, 
2, 2,280 295,181 804,354 
2,319 545 17, 17,444 
68, 71,656 795,231 821,005 
4,118 6,842 17,956 14,269 
51,243 48,166 742,580 687,029 


Lobsters - . 29,894 
Oysters 14,894 13,076 90,508 77,680 
Other shell fish . 7,948 10,934 145,419 

Total 28,486 24,598 342,377 306,998 
Total value of fish landed - 411,447 423,378 5,509,102 | 5,435,2¢@ 
Norz.—The above are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. Thw values 
given are the actual 


| 
Wis. wes. || Wits. 
41,582 50,996 535,313 576,686 
$87,961 _| 5,166,725 | 5.726 | 
4 
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VITL—FisHery 
Sratement of the Tora, Quantity and of the returned 
as landed on the Scorch Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Months'ended 31st December 1896, compared with the corresponding 


Periods of the Year 1895. 


Twelve Months ended 
December December 
1896, | 1895. 1896. | 1895. 
QuanTITY. 
Cwts. Cuts. Owts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - - oe 878 1,043 18,607 19,354 
Tarbot - 370 199 5,889 38,563 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 5,080 H 84,793 79,782 
Haddock - 85,170 941503 989,647 1,000,907 
Halibut 561 142 | $3,128 28,957 
Herrings : =| 23,189 26,949 || 684 | 4,075,743 
Baith (Coa! Fish) 5,979 2,759 || 128,673 83,570 
Skate 4,200 1,941 |) 61,754 59,243 
Sparling 50 27 || 3. 
ret 967 4,045 37,737 12,840 
Fish ot separately di distinguished, 4,198 6,198 | 46,725 6,519 
Total - =| 178809 | 783,468 | 6,138,150 | 6,104,058 
Shel! Fish:— oO. No. | 0. No. 
Crabs 110,767 125,761 || 636 | 2,546,888 
Lobsters 62,758 84,547 || 753,270 604,526 
Oysters ° on" 89,700 | 287,699 239,400 
wts. Cwts. 
° 8,589 8,887 || 22,361 19,408 
usse 4 1,324 22,540 198,944 
Other shell fish - - - 3,816 ages | 60,126 52,599 
VALUE 
Soles! 101 2,525 
|| 15028 | 47,888 
° 16,525 15,194 191,463 167,094 
1,408 819 35,615 42. 
; 190 479 S74 | 97 
Torsk (Tusk) 34 4 1,420 4 
ting - - 2,082 1,652 18,520 
Fish a separately distinguished, om) 1,649 1,448 11,086 10,364 
86,141 814,758 || 1,569,188 | 1,768,428 
Othorshell fish = - : 7 630 13,127 
Total - - - - 6,157 4859 77,893 66,210 
Total value of fish landed . 92,298 86,317 1,647,031 1,829,688 


Norr.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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[X.—Fisaery 


Statement of the Totat Quantity and Vatue of the FisH returned 
as landed on the Irisa Coasts during the Month and Twelve 
Munths ended 31st December 1896, compared with the correspond- 
ing Periods of the Year 1895. 


‘Twelve Months ended 
December December 
1896. 1895. 1896 1895. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. | Owts. Cwts. 
Soles - 86 60 | 1,908 1,852 
Turbot - 71 56 |) 991 
Total prime fish - - 157 116 | 2,899 2,883 
Haddock - - - - - 4811 8,568 31,312 por 
Hake 5,132 an | 155,094 
1.707 03 17,231 26, 
erel 2,537 | 504,574 814,498 
uting 1,835 1,042 |) 18,106 11884 
se i » exce | 
shell. fish para Pt} 2,385 2,646 50,805 49,281 
Total 24,133 19,928 843,062 628,745 
Shell Fisn :— No. No No. No. 
bs 591 1,496 259,623 240,404 
Lobsters 1 4,016 266,689 5, 
Oysters 19,600 14,500 526,750 547,050 
Other shell fish - 1,215 1,558 19,305 16,233 
VALUE. 
Turbot pare 245 215 3,350 8,977 
Total prime fish : . 536 488 10,016 10,189 
Cod - - 2,482 1,941 18,122 18, 
Haddock - 2,585 2,243 8,473 
Hake 308 189 10,175 7,508 
Herrings 987 1,094 679 
Mac kerel 137 4 138,790 26 
ting 617 548 6,624 6,319 
Fish not separately 1,107 1,290 25,099 23,742 
° - - 9,266 9,464 265,950 256,083 
Shell Fish :— 
bs - 9 10 807 794 
‘ 1% 143 7,779 8,100 
rs . . 109 1,127 1,979 
shell fish 218 #79 3,408 2,809 
Total 455 478 13,16 12,982 
Tetalvalueoffishlanded 9,721 9,942 279,066 269,015 


Nors.—The above are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values 


are the actual values 


i 
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Return of the Nomser of Bates of Corron Importep and Exporrep, 
Forwarpvep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and REetTurNED to 
Ports during the Month and Twelve Months ended December 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895, 


Month of Twelve Months ended 
December December 
1896. 1895. 1896. 1895. 
Imports. 
No. No. No. No. 
American - - 591,330 336,847 2,985,508 2,958,179 
Brazilian - - 6,941 10,194 49,323 67,459 
East Indian - ° 5,612 7,854 148,103 115,033 
tian - - 71,419 92,648 382,170 407,137 
llaneous - 4,078 8,152 58,576 59,935 
Total - ° 679,375 455,692 || 3,613,680 | 3,607,743 
Exports. 
American « 31,862 16,743 || 205,566 236,314 
Brazilian - ~ — 120 | 14,116 14,970 
East Indian - 4,017 4990 | 73,620 60,944 
tian - 7,178 9875 | 75,372 85,964 
Miscellaneous - ° 729 3,163 | 19,624 34,486 
Total 43,281 34,491 || 388,298 432,622 
ForwakpEp from Ports to Intanp Towns. 
American - - 248,028 227,606 2,608,361 2,770,699 
Brazilian * 2,769 9,742 49,470 | 
East Indian 4,613 2,231 59,236 34,318 
i - 44,2038 46,731 298,085 272,982 
8,712 13,792 96,329 105,418 
Total - 308,825 800,102 8,111,481 8,234,085 
ForwarpeEp from Intanp Towns to Ports. 
American BS: 255 441 2,605 4,469 
Total - 302 469 3,480 5,340 
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XI.—Perriopicat Returns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the 
under-mentioned Countrizs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9;%,d. ; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira 
Gulden = I1s. 8d. ; Drachma = 9,8,d.; Lew = 94d. ; L. 
Egyptian = 17. Os. 64d. ; ; Dollar = 4s, 2d. 


I.—Iports. 

Value for the Month. for Period 

Name of Country. | yonth. 
1896, | 1895. 1896, | 1895. 
Russiain Europe - | June -  Roubles 47,455,000 | 54,558,000 || 254,560,000 | 287,679,000 
France -| Nov. Frs. ~- 309,058,000 | 348,942,000 || 3,498,087,000 | 3,325,824,000 
Portugal - - July -  Milreis- 3,352,000| 3,448,000 || 24,289,000} 28,298,000 
Italy + Nov. Lire 102,971,000 | 175,668,000 || 1,059,231,000 | 1,064,204,000 
Austria-Hungary Nov. - | Gulden - 64,894,000 | 68,629,000 666,867,000 | 660,627,000 
Greece Sept. - | Drchms, 10,995,000, 72,897,000 || 83,184,000} 75,283,000 
Bulgaria - Aug. -|Lew 5480,000| 7,806,000 || 48,528,000} 42,088,000 
Egypt - Aug. - | L. Egypt - 753,000| 607,000 5,617,000 | 5,084,000 
United States - ~- Nov. - Dollars - 50,038,000 | 63,845,000 622,594,000 | 739,468,000 
Mexico + + | June 4,196,000 | 2,944,000 23,384,000 17875000 
British India* | Sept, - Rupees 6,68,19,751 | 4,09,08,486 |; 86,57,48,204 | 
II.—Exports. 

Russia in Europe | June Roubles 57,251,000 | 67,787,000 302,667,000 | 375,976,000 
renee - | Fre, - 906,986,000 | 8,122,547,000 | 8,043,672,000 
Portugal - + | July  Milreis- 2,393,000 £406,000 | 15,508,000 15,824,000 
Italy «| Nov. Lire 98,706,000 | 98,502,000 981,826,000} 926,247,000 
Austria-Hungary Nov. - Gulden 78,033,000 70:124,000 | 722,564,000 | 677,97%,000 
-| Sept. - | Drehms. 8,158,000 | 8,578,000 49,972,000 | 50,061,000 
Bulgaria - Aug. -| Lew  - 5,577,000.) 3,924,000 | 54,972,000 39,198,000 
Egypt -, Aug. -| L. Egypt 335,000 366,000 | 7,829,000 6,368,000 
United States  -| Nov. -| Dollars 109,092,000 | 97,978,000 || $88,680,000 | 782,887,000 
Mexico - -|June -| 7,808,000 7,787,000 || 55,824,000| 7,586,000 
British India* + | Sept. - | Rupees 7,95,70,614 | 7,78,63,648 49,98,28,583 | 52,74,00,840 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 
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XIL—Fore1en Trape or 
Imports into British INp1a from Foreign Countries. 
Six Months, | | 
Ist April to 30th September 
| Decrease. 
1895, | 1896. 
R. R. R. 
1—Animals, living - - 7,038,357 5,73,189 1,25,168 
II.—Articles of food and drink — 
Sugar - | 1,68,46,425 1,22,08,574 41,40,851 
Other articles - 2,26,64,901 |  2,25,28,950 1,35,951 
IL] —Metais and manufactures of — 
Hardware and cutlery (in- 
cluding plated-ware) - 65,95,027 73,91 7,96,905 
Metals - -| 204,909,586 | 2,80,97,856 | 14,01,730 
Machinery and mili-work -| 1,40,94,662 1,91,50,885 50,56,223 side 
lant and 
sock (other chan overt 
= stores 81,47,848 |  1,26,34,657 44,86,809 
IV. 
nareotics, dyeing and 
materials -| 97,02,080 94,40,453 2,61,577 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - - | 1,69,98,887 | 1,48,89,470 21,04,367 
Other oils 5,61,586 15,79,413 10,17,827 
ViI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles | 2,28,99,309 1,79,08,455 44,95,854 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cottonyarn- - 1,467,643 |  1,90,87,998 48,90,355 
Cotton piece goods - - | 10,36,42,550 | 14,14,58,234 .| 8,78,10,684 
Otherarticles - - -| 5,45,17,856 | 5,88,56,138 43,38,282 we 
Total of all Imports - | 32,05,16617 | 36,57,48,206 | 452,81,587 


| 
| 
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XII.—ForeIGN TRADE Or INDIA—continued. 


Exports of Inp1an Propuce and MANUFACTURE from 
Britisa Inpia to Foreign CountRrizs. 


April to Beptember 
Increase. Decrease, 
1895. 1698. 
R. R. R. R. 
I.—Animals—living - 6,60,761 8,04,450 1,483,689 
I1.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice - | 5,92,46,505 5,00,92,549 91,538,956 
Wheat  - | 324,098,576 79,18,588 
Tea - - | 38,75,18,100 | 4,10,84,118 35,71,018 - 
Other articles | 228,609,426 2,46,57,601 17,88,175 
111.—Metals, and manufactures of - 5,04,869 764,346 259,477 
tanning materials— 
‘Opium - - - -| 4,42,77,758 | 4,37,53,178 5,24,575 
Indigo - 57,16,946 56,17,797 99,149 
Otherarticles+ - 78,84,577 7436886 4,48,401 
V.—Oils - - 39,59,910 $1,76,138 783,772 
| ViI.—Raw materials and anmanu- 
factured articles— 
Cotton - - - 6,04,98,364 6,66,43,741 61,45,377 _ 
-| 1,97,48,944 | 2,31,00,043 33,52,099 
Oilseeds - 5,88,48,698 |  5,61,31,412 22,17,286 
Other articles - 4,56,18,566 3,86,29,394 69,89,172 
Vll.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufact ured— 
Cotton yarn - 3,35,35,749 | 4,22,12,586 86,76,837 
Cotton piece goods - - |. 72,95,756 72,43,683 — 52,073 
Otherarticles | 6,05,58,444 5,90,58,967 - 14,79,477 
Total of all exports + | 50,07,16,846 | 47,83,20,572 - | 2,23,96,272 
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XXV.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 


REPORTS. 
ANNUAL SERIES. 

Reports of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

No. Place. [Price No. Place. Price. 
1695 Tokio. - -| 34 1765 Zanzibar | ltd. 
1696 | Marseilles - -| Id 1766 ~Pakhoi - 
1697 | Manila - - -| 1d, 1767 New York -| 9d. 
1698 | Jerusalem - -| 1d. 41768 Chefoo -| Id. 
1699 | Cherbourg - - -| 2d. 1769 Caracas - - - 
1700 | Leghorn - | lid. 1770 Palermo - - = |lléd. 
1701 | Boston - - | lid, 1771 Mombasa é d. 
1702 | Kiungchow - -| Id. 1772 | Nice - - - -| 14d. 
1703 | Naples - - | 1773 Bucharest 

1704 | Stockholm - -| 22. 1774 Port Said - -|1 
1705 | Corunna - -| 2d. 1775 | Galatz - - e - | 14d. 
1706 | Rio de Janeiro - = | 24d. 1776 | Madrid - - -| 2d. 
1707 | San Jose - -| Id. 1777 | Vienna - - -| 2d. 
1708 Paramaribo - -| 2d. 1778 | Canton - -!| 1d 
1709 | Brest - 14 1779 | Yokohama’ - - | 
1710 | Montevideo -| $d. 1780 | Newchwang - -| 1d. 
1711 | Charleston - - | 23d. $1781 | Wuhu -| ld. 
1712 | Baltimore -| 1d. 1782 | Athens 
1713 Tripoli : -| 1d. 191783 Tonga - 
1714 | Callao - -| 4d. 991784 | Smyrna “ 
1715 | Ni -| 1d.]} 1785 Baghdad - 
1716 | Dunkirk - | 14d. | | 1786 | Hiogo and Osaka - - | 44d. 
1717 | Batoum =| 2d. 1787 | Bangkok - ol 
1718 | Hankow - - | 1788 essa, - -| 9d. 
1719 | Foochow - | 1789 | Naples 1d. 
1720 | Syra_ - -| 4d. 1790 | Beyrout - - -| 1d. 
1721 | Panama - -| 4d. 1791 | Tunis - - - | 14d. 
1722 | Batavia - - | 1792 | Kiukiang -| $d. 
1723 | Genoa -| 3d. 1793 Bangkok - id. 
1724 | Cagliari - - | 24d. 1794 | Rio Grande do Sul -| 1d. 
1725 | Chicago - | 7d. | | 1795 | Valparaiso - -| 4d, 
1726 | Trieste -| 1d. 1796 | Brindisi - | 
1727 | Hakodate - Id. 1797 | Bushire - 9d. 
1728 | Mannheim 1d. 1798 | Christiania - | 54d. 
1729 | Panama 1799 | Cadiz 9d. 
1730 | Caracas - -| 1800 | Meshed - 
1781 | Ri - | 1801 | St. Petersburg 
1732 | Tokio - - | 14d. | 1802 | Batoum id 
1733 | Tainam -| 1d. 1803 | Pekin - «| @2 
1734 | Portland - | 8d. |} 1804 | Samos - - -| $d. 
1735 | Fiume . - | lid. 1805 | Dantzig - - -| 2d. 
1736 | Taganrog -| 2d, 1806 | Antwerp - 
1737 | Swatow - -| 1d. 1807 | Ajaccio - - - | led. 
1738 | Chungking - | lid. 1808 Stettin - - -| $d. 
1739 | Angora - - | 14d. 1809 | Aleppo - -| 1d. 
1740 | Shanghai - Hey 1810 | Tangier - - = | 2td. 
1741 | Bilbao - | 34d. 1811 | Tokio - - | 84d. 
1742 | Tahiti - | 1812 | Madeira - -| 4d. 
1743 | New Caledonia - ie 1813 | Vera Cruz - -| 1d. 
1744 | Amoy - - | lid. 1814 | Oporto 1d. 
1745 | Ic - 1d, 1815 | Hamburg é -| ld. 
1746 | Berlin ; lid. 1816 | New Orleans - | led, 
1747 | Rio de Janeiro - ; Std, |] 1817 | Bengazi - ° ° i 
1748 | Porto Rico - | léd. 1818 Marmagao 
1749 | Montevideo - | lid. 1819 | Gothenbu . -| 2d. 
1750 | San Francisco -| 8d, 1820 | Dar-al-Bai . - -| 8d. 
1751 | Cayenne - -| 4d, 1821 | Erzeroum - ° e = 
1752 | Frankfort - -| 8d. 1822 | Munich - - - 4 
1753 | Malaga - - | 8td. 1823 moa - - -| 
1754 | Soul - - -| 1824 | Chinkiang - 1d, 
1755 | Copenhagen - -| Sd. 1825 | Jeddah 
1756 | Nice - =| 1d. 1826 | Sofia - 
1757 | Lisbon - - | 1827 | Mexico - ° 
1758 | Nagasaki -| 1d. 1828 | Teneriffe - - | td. 
1759 | Hambu - | 24d. | |] 1829 | Batoum - ° ot id. 
1760 | Mozambique - -| 2d. 741830 | Cadiz -| 1d. 
1761 | Cettinjé - - - | 14d. 1831 | Martinique - 1d, 
1762 | The Hague - - | lid. | | 1832 | Odessa - - . of 34. 
1763 -| ld 1833 | Ghilan 
1764 i -| 1d. 1884 | Niger Coast Protectorate | 64d. 


| 

| 

| 

q 

| 
| 
i { 
q 

| | 

q 
| 

4 
q 
} 

{ 


. Jan. 1897.] LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS, 


List or Dietomatic AND ConsuLAR Reports—cont. 


127 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on subjects of 
ral and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
above-mentioned sources :— 


No. ee Price. 
387 | Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to Mashonaland - 1d. 
588 | Austria~Hungary.—-Report on the Iron in 
the Betler Ironworks in Hungary 5d.. 
889 | Belgium.—Report on the Output of Oa, Tron, and. Steel in 
Belgium in 1894-95 - 
890 | Japan.—Report on the Railways of ‘Japan ( (with Plans) -| 18$d.. 
391 | Egypt.—Report on the Commercial Relations of 
and Egypt - 
392 | Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany, 1893-95 - d.. 
893 | Mexico.—Report on the Cultivation of Coffee in Mexico - 1d. 
894 | Switzerland.—Report on the various Institutions and sae 
cultural of Switzerland 1}d. 
895 | Germany.—Report on the Reduction of the Railway Tariff 
for Coal from the Silesian Mines’ - 4d 
396 | Austria-Hungary.-—Report on the Treatment of Habitual 
Drunkards in Austria and the “ Curatel” Procedure - 4d. 
897 | Brazil_—Report on the Productions, and Finances 
of the States of Amazonas and Para 2hd. 
398 | Portugal——Report on the Port and Railway of Lorengo 
Marques 2d. 
899 | Germany.—Report on the Society for Insurance against Want 
of Employment in ——— and the General Labour Reghuy 
at Cologne - 1}d.. 
400 | Switzerland.—Report on the Extent of State Encouragement 
to Commercial Education - 3d. 
401 | Mexico.—Further 2 an on the Various Vegetable Products 
of Mexico 2d. 
402 | Germany.— Report fen the Year 1894—95 on the German 
Colonies in Africa and the South Pacific - 6d.. 
403 | United States—Report on the United States Cattle-Raising 
Industry in 1096, and the a as of Cattle uod Beef to Great 
Britain 1 
404 | United States. — Report on the Distress caused to British Emi- ¥- 
grants to California by Fraudulent Land Ryntiones and 
Emigration Agencies 1}d.. 
405 | Chile.—Report on the Maintenance of British Trade at Tquique 
and Northern Chile - 4d. 
406 | Netherlands.—Keport on the Balata Industry of Dutch Guiana ld, 
407 | Persia.—Report on te Cultivation of Olives in the Dune 
of Ghilan A 
408 | Portugal— Report on the Fruits and Frait Trade of Madeira - iff: 
409 | Russia.—Report on the Nijni-Novgorod Exhibition, 1896 = - 14d. 
410 | Belyium.—Report on the Herstal Arms Factory - = 4d. 
411 | Roumania.—Report on the Petroleum Industry in Roumania - 2d. 
412 | Belgium—Report on the Metallurgical Industries of the 
Province of Liége during 1895 - ld, 
413 | Germany.—Report on the Finances of the German ~ASrican 


Colonies for 1897-98 - - 


| 
- 
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XXVL—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 


Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


Colony. 


Falkland Islands 
Leeward Islands 


Grenada - 
St. Lucia - 
Labuan - 
British Guiana 
Zululand - 
Mauritius - 


Straits Settlements 


Basutoland Sy 
St. Helena 
nd Tobago” 
ni a 
1 


Mauritius - 
Straits Settlements 


Sierra 
Britich Bock Bechuanaland 
British New Guinea 


| British New Guinea 
Victoria - - 


} Bermuda - 


Fiji 
] sritish Honduras - 
‘Turks and Caicos Islands 
Gibraltar - 

Leeward Islands - 


| Barbados - - 

— and Caicos Islands 
Gambia - 
Windward Islands - 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Gibraltar - - 
Falkland Islands - 
Hong Kon; 
Sett: lements 


Bahamas 
Prinidad and Tobago 


| Gambia 
Straits Settlements - 
Grenada - 


| Barbados - 

ong Kong 

it. Lucia - 

Falkland Islands 
Gold Coast - 
Basutoland 

lon = - 
Zululand 
Mauritius 


British Guiana - 
Leone - 

| British Honduras . 
British 
Newfoundland 
Gambia 


Labuan - - 
British Honduras 


Barbados - - 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Islands 
St. Helena - - 
Bahamas - 
Hong Kong 
Windward 1 Islands 
Labuan 
and Tobago 
Seychelles 
Maearitius and Rodrigues 
| British Honduras 


Leeward Islands 
— 


Zululand 

British Honduras 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Falkland Islands 


: 


| Subject. 


| Boonomie Agriculture. 


| Geology and Bo’ 
to 


| 7 
He 

| 

ANNUAL. 
ia = | a | Year, || No. | Colony. Year. 4 

1893-94 
1892-98 
and 
1893-94 4 
q 

-| 1894 
q i 

” 14 - 4 

| 148 q 
152 | Basutoland - | 1894-95 
153 | Fiji - - 1895 4 

| 1892 158 | Gold Coast 

ia 159 - | 1894-95 

162 - - | 1894 

| Sierra Leone - - a 164 -| 1894 4 
| Fiji - ” | 1895 

| j 100 | British Bechuanaland | 1892-93 168 | British New Guinea - | 1894-95 q 

| BritishGuiana - - 169 | Zululand = - 

ia 102 | Newfoundland - - | _ 1892 170 | Sierra Leone : > 

103 Jamaica - | 1892-933 1171 | Gibraltar - - 

i” 104 | Victoria ° | 4392 $1172 | Malta 

if 105 | Bermuda - | 1893 

106 | Gainbia 174 q 

107 Kong - - 175 

108” | St. Vincent - - 176 
110 | Bahamas - 178 

| Turks and Cuicos Islands | 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

i No. | Colony. 
1 Gold Coast - 

2 |@ululand - 

3 Sierra Leone = + 

| 
3 


4 
3 


